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From my own Apartment, October 24f. 

My brother Tranquillus, who is a man of busi- 
ness, came to me this morning into my study, and 
after very many civil expressions in return for what 
good offices I hod done him, told me, " he desired 
to carry his wife, my sister, that very morning, to 
his own house." I readily told him, " I would 
wait upon him," without asking why he was so im- 
patient to rob us of his good company. He went 
out of my chamber, and 1 thought seemed to have 
a little heaviness upon him, which gave nie'some 
disquiet Soon after my sister came to me, with a 
very matron-like air, and most sedate satisfaction in 
her looks, which spoke her very much at ease; b it 
the traces of her countenance seemed to discover 
that she had been lately in a passion, and that air of 
content to flow from a certain triumph upon some 
advantage obtained. She no sooner sat down by 
me, but I perceived she was one of those ladies who 
begin to be mcmagers within the time of f heir being 
brides. — ^^Without letting her speak, which I saw 
she had a mighty inclination to do, I said, " Here 
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has been your husband^ who tells me he has 9 
mind to go home this very morning, and I have 
consented to it" — " It is well," said she, " for you 

must know " " Nay, Jenny/' said I, " I beg 

your pardon, for it is you must know — You are ta 
understand, that now is the time to fix or alienate 
your husband's heart for ever; and I fear you have 
been a little indiscreet in your expressions or be- 
haviour towards him, even here in my house." 
" There has," says she, " been some words : but I 
will be judged by you if he was not in the wrong: 
nay, Ineed not be judged by any body, for he gave 
it up himself, and said not a word when he saw me 
grow passionate, but> * Madam, you are perfectly 

in the right of it:' as you shall judge " " Nay^ 

Madam/' said I, *' I am judge already, and tell 
you, that you are perfectly in the wrong of it; for 
if it was a matter of importance, I know he haa 
better sense than you ; if a trifle, you know what I 
told you on your wedding-day, that you were to be 
above little provocations." ; She knows very well I 
can be sour upon occasion, therefore gave me leave 
to go on. 

«' Sister," said I, " I will not enter into the dis- 
pute between you, which I find his prudence'put an 
end to before it came to extremity; but charge you 
to liave a care of the first quarrel, as you tender 
your happiness; for then it is that the mind will re* 
fleet harshly upon every circumstance that has ever 
passed between you. if such an accident is ever to 
happen, which I hope never will, be sure to keep 
to the circumstance before you; make no allusions 
to what is passed, or conclusions refemng to what is 
to come : do not show an hoard of matter for dis* 
sension in yoiir breast ; but, if it is necessary, lay be- 
fore him the thing as you understand it, candidly, 
wiihout being ashamed of acknowledging an error. 
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or proud of being in the right. If a young couple 
be not careful in this point, they will get into an 
babit of wrangling : and when to displease is 
thought of no consequence, to please is always of 
as little moment. There is a play, Jenny, 1 have 
formerly been at when I was a student: we got 
into a dark corner with a porringer of brandy, and 
threw raisins into it, then set it on fire. My cham- 
ber-fellow and I diverted ourselves with the sport of 
venturing our fingers for the raisins; and the wan- 
tonness of the thing was to see euch oihcr look like 
a dsmoD, as we burnt ourselves, and snatched out 
the fruit. This fantastical mirth was called Snap- 
Dragon. You may go into many a family, where 
you see the man and wife at this sport; every word 
at their table alludes^ to some passage between them- 
selves; and you see by the paleness and emotion 
in their countenances, that it is for your sake, and not 
their own, that they forbear playing out the whole 
game in burning each other's fingers. In this case, 
the whole purpose of life is inverted, and the ambi- 
tion turns upon a certain contention, who shall con- 
tradict best, and not upon an inclination to excel in 
kindness and good offices. Therefore, dear Jenny, 
remember me, and avoid Snap-Dragon.'^ 

" I thank you, brother,'^ said she, " but you do 
not know how he loves me; f find 1 can do any 
thing with him.*' — " If you can so, why should you 
desii^ to do any thing but please him ? but I have 
a word or two more before you go out of the room; 
for Isee you do not like the subject I am upon: let 
Nothing provoke you to fall upon an imperfection he 
tatinot help; for, if he has a resenting spirit, he 
wiH think your aversion as immoveable as the im- 
perfection with which you upbraid him. But, 
above all, dear Jenny, be careful of one thing, and 
you will be something more than woman ; that is, 

B 2 
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a levity you are almost all guilty of, which is, to 
take .a pleasui*e in your power to give pain. It is 
even in a mistress an argument of meanness of spi- 
rit, but in a wife it is injustice and ingratitude; 
When ^ sensible man once observes this in a woman, 
he must. hare a very great, or very little spirit, to 
Qverlook it. A woman ought, therefore, to consi- 
der very often, how few men there are who will 
regard a meditated offence as a weakness of tem- 
per/' 

I was going on in my confabulation, when Tran- 
quillus entered. She cast all her eyes .upon him 
with much shame and confusion, mixed with great 
complacency and love, and went up to him. He 
took her in his arms, and looked so many soft things 
at one glance, that I could see he was glad I had 
been talking to her, sorry she had been troubled, 
.aqd angry at himself that he could not disguise the 
•concern he was in an hour before. After which he 
,says to me, ^ith an air aukward enough, but me- 
.tb9ught not unbecoming, " I have altered my mind, 
brother; we will live upon you a day or two 
longer.'' I replied, " That is what I have been per- 
suading Jenpy to ask of you, but she is resolved 
never to contradict your inclination, and refused 
me/' 

We were going on in that way which one hardly 
.knows how to express; as when two people mean 
the same thing in a nice case, but come at it by 
talking as distantly from it as they can ; when very 
opportunely came in upon us an honest inconside- 
rable fellow, Tim Dapper, a gentleman well known 
to us both. Tim is one of those who are very neces- 
.sary, by being very inconsiderable. Tim dropped 
m at an incident, when we knew not how to fall 
into either a grave or a merry way. My sister took 
thi» occasion to pnake otf^ and Dapper gave u& an 
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account of all the company he had been in to day, 
who wa8> and who was not at home^ where he vi- 
sited. This Tim is the head of a species : he is a 
little out of bis element in this town ; but he is a 
relation of Tranquillus, and his neighbour in the 
country, which is the true place of residence for 
this species. The habit of a Dapper^ when he is at 
home, is a light broad cloth, with calamanco or red 
waistcoftl and breeches ; and it is remarkable, that 
their ifigs seldom hide the collar of their coats. 
Tbey have always a f^eculiar spring in their arms, a 
wriggle in their bodies, and a trip in their gait. All 
wbicn qiiotions they express at once in theirdrinking, 
bowing, or saluting ladies; for a distant imitation 
of a forward fop, and a resolution to overtop him in 
bi^ way, are the distinguishing marks of a Dapper. 
Thtse under-characters of men, are parts of the so- 
ciable world by no meaai to be neglected : they are 
Uke DQgs in a buildiog^ they make no figure in it, 
bvt.nold the firiicture together, and are as abso- 
|9tily necessary as the pillars and columns. I am 
mre we found it so thif moraing y for Tranquillus 
VEifi I should, perhaps^, have looked cold at each 
odt^r the whole day, but Dapper fell in with his 
ibrildc wa^, shook us both by the hand, rallied the 
bride, mistook the acceptance he met with amongst 
us for extraordinary perfection in himself, and hear- 
tily pleased, and was pleased all the while he 
stayed. His company left us all in good humour, 
and we were not suiph fools as to let it sink, before 
,we confirmed it by great cheerfulness and opeimess 
in our carriage the whole evening. 

Whitens Chocolate-house, October 24-. 

■ 

I have been thi^ evening to visit a lady who is a 
Illation of the enamoured Cynthio, and there heard 
the melancholy news of his death. I was in hopes^ 

b3 
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that fox-hunting and October would have recovered 
him from his unhappy passion. He went into the 
country with a design to leave behind him all 
thoughts of Clarissa; but he found that place only 
more convenient to think of her without interrup- 
tion. The country gentlemen were very much 
puzzled upon his case^ and never finding him merry 
or loud in their company took him for a RomaiV 
Catholic, and immediately upon his death seized his 
French valet-de-chambre for a priest; and it is ge- 
nerally thought in the country^ it will go hard with 
him next session. Poor Cynthio never held up his 
head after having received a letter of Clarissa's man-i 
riage. The lady who gave me this account^ being 
far gone in poetry and romance, told me, ** if I 
would give her an epitaph, she would take care to 
have it placed on his tomb; which she herself had 
devised in the following manner. It is to be made 
of black marble, and every corner to be crowned 
with weeping Cupids. Their quivers are to be 
hung up upon two tall cypress-trees, which ar& to 
grow on each side on the monument, and their arrows 
to* be laid in a great heap, after the manner of A 
funeral pile, on which is to lie the body of the dei 
ceasied. On the top of each cypress is to stand tb^ 
figure of a moaning turtle-dove. On the uppermost 
part of the monument, the Goddess, to whom thesd 
birds are sacred, is to sit in a dejected posture, as 
weeping for the . death of her votary." I need 
not tell you this lady's head is a little turned : howw 
ever, to be rid of importunities, I promised her an 
epitaph, and told her I would take for my pattern 
that of Don Alonzo, who was no less famous in his 
age than Cynthio is in ours. 

The Epitaph. 

Here lies Don Alonzo, 

Slain by a wound received under 
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his left pap; 

the orifice of which was so 

small, no surgeon could 

discover it 

Reader; 

If thou wouldst avoid so strange 

a death, 

look not upon Lucinda's eyes. 
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From my awn Apartment, October 25. 

When I came home last night, my servant delivered 
me the following letter: 

" Sir, October 24. 

" I have orders from Sir Harry Quicksett, of 
8taffi>pdshire, baronet, to acquaint you, that his 
honour Sir Harry himself. Sir Giles Wheelbarrow, 
koigbty Thomas Rentfree, esquire, justice of the 
qwmim, Andrew Windmill, esquire, and Mr. Ni- 
dK>ks Doubt, of the Inner Temple, Sir Harry's 
gmndson, will wait upon you at the hour of nine 
to-fflorrow morning, being Tuesday the tweify- 
fifth of October, upon business which Sir Harry will 
impart to you by word of mouth. I thought it pro- 
per to acquaint you before-hand so many persons 
of quality came, that you might not be surprised 
therewith. Which conclades, though by many 
years absence since I saw you at Stafford, unknown. 
Sir, your most humble servant, 

John Thrifty." 
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I received this message with less surprise than I 
believe Mr. Thrifty iiQagined;' for I knew the good 
company too \y.eU to feel -any palpitations at their 
approach : but I was. in very great concern how I 
should adjust the ceremonial; and demean myself 
to all these great nlen^ who perhaps had not seen 
any thing above themselves fpr these twenty years 
last past. X am sure that is the case of Sir Harry. 
Besides which I was sensible that there was a great 
point in adjusting my behaviour to the simple 
squire, so as to give'him satisfaction, and not dis- 
oblige the justice of the quorum. 

The hour of nine w^s come this morning, and I 
had no sooner set chairs, 'by the steward's lettflir> 
and fixed my tea-equipage, but I heard a knock at 
my door, which was opened, but no one entered; 
after Vvhich followed a long silence, which was 
broke at last by, " Sir,. I beg your pardon; I think 
I know better:" and another voice, " Nay, good 
Sjr Giles— 7" I looked out from my window, and 
^aw the good company all with their hats off, and 
arms spread, oftering the door to each other. After 
many ofters they entered [with much solemnity, in 
the order Mr. Thrifty was so kind as to name them 
to me. But they are now got to my chamber-dooE> 
and I saw my. old friend Sir Harry enter. I met 
him with all tne respect due to so reverend a vege- 
table; for you are to know, that is my sense of a 
person who remains idle in the same place for halC 
a century. I got him with great success into h\$ 
chair by the tire, without throwing down any of 
my. cups! The knight-bachelor told me, " he had a 
great respect for my whole family, and would, with 
my leave, place himself next to Sir Harry, at whose 
right hand ne had sat at every quarter sessions these 
thirty years, unless' he was sick." The Steward in 
the rear whispered the young Templar, " That is 
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true to my knowledge." I had the misfortune, as 
they stood cheek by jole, to desire the squire to sit 
4oifii before the justice of the quorum, to the no 
VmUI satisfaction of the former, and resentment of 
the latter. But I saw my error too late, and got 
them as soon as I could into their seats. " Well," 
said I, " gentlemen, after I have told you how glad 
1 am of this great honour, I am to desire you to 
drink a dish of tea.'' They answered one and all, 
" that they never drank tea in a morning!*'—" Not 
in a morning!" said I, staring round mc. Upon 
which the pert jackanapes, Nic Doubt, tipped me 
the wink, and put out his tongue at his grandfather. 
Here followed a profound silence, when the steward 
.in his boots and whip proposed, " that we should 
adjourn to some public house, where every body 
might call for what they pleased, and enter upon 
the business." We all stood up in an instant, and 
•Sir Harry filed otf from the left, very discreetly, 
QDuptermarching behind the chairs towards the door. 
After him. Sir Giles in the same manner. The 
simple squire made a sudden start to follow; but 
the justice of the quorum whipped between upon 
the stand of the stairs. A maid, going up with 
coals, made us halt, and put us into such confusion, 
that we stood all in a heap, without any visible pos- 
sibility of recovering our order ; for the young jack- 
inapies seemed to make a jest of this matter, and 
had so contrived, by pressmg amongst us, under 
pretence o£ making way* that his grandfather was 
got- into the middle, and he knew nobody was of 
quality to stir a step* until Sir Harry moved first. 
We were fixed in this perplexity for some time, 
aptil we heard a very loud noise in the street ; ami 
Sir Harry asking what it was, I, to make them 
move, said, "it was a fire." Upon this, all ran 
down as fast as -they could> without onler or cere- 
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mony, until we got into the street, Where we d 
ill very good order, and filed off down Sht'.ei 
the impertinent Templar driving us before hin 
astrmg, and pointing to his acquaintance who 

: I must confess, I love to use people accon 
their own sense of good breeding, and tbi 
whipped in between the justice and the 
Squire. He could not properly take this ill; 
overheard him whisper the steward, '' t\ 
thought it hard, that a common conjuror 
take, place «f him, though an elder squire 
this order we marched down Sheer-lane, ; 
upper end of which I lodge; When we c; 
Temple-bar, Sir Harry and Sir Giles got ove 
' a run of the coaches kept the rest of us on th 
of the street ; however, we all at last lande 
drew up in very good order before Ben To 
shop, who favoured our rallying with great 
nity; from whence we proceeded again, ur 
came to Dick's coffee-house f, where I desig 
carry them. Here we were at our old difl 
and took up the street upon the same cert 
We proceeded through the entry, and were 
cessarily kept in order by the situation, that \\ 
now got into the coffee-house itself, where, a 
as we arrived, we repeated our civilities t 
other; after which, we marched up to th 
table, which has an ascent to it inclosed 
middle of the room. The whole house was a 
at this 6ntry, made up of persons of so inuc 
and rusticity. Sir Harry called for a mug 
and Dyer's Letter. The boy brought the al 
instant ; but said, " they did not take in the I 

* The celebrated bookseller, io Fleet-trrcet. 
. t -Whicb still goes by that name 
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" No!" says Sir Hany, '* then take back your 
mug; we are like indeed to have good liquor at this 
bouse!" Here the Templar tipped me a second 
wiok, andy if I had not looked very grave upon 
kim, I found he was disposed to be very familiar 
with me. In shorty 1 observed, after a long pause, 
that the gentlemen did not care to enter upon busi- 
ness until after their morning-draught, for which 
reason 1 called for a bottle of mum; and finding 
that had no effect npon them, I ordered a second, 
and a third, after which Sir Harry reached over to 
me, and told me in a low voice^ *' that the place 
was too public for business ; but he would call upon 
me again to-morrow morning at my own lodgings, 
and bring some more friends with him." 

WiWs Coffee-house, Ociobcr 26. 

Though this place is frequented by a more mixed 
company than it used to be formerly ; yet you meet 
Tery often some whom one cannot leave without 
being the better for their conversation. A gentle« 
man this evening, in a dictating manner, talked^ I 
tbcoght, very pleasingly in praise of modesty, in 
tbe midst of ten or twelve libertines upon whom it 
teemed to have had a g^ood eflfect. He represented 
it as the certain indication of a great and nobl« 
ipirit ^ Modesty,'* said he, " is the virtue which 
makes men prefer the public to their private in-^ 
terest, the guide of every honest undertaking, and 
the great guardian of innocence. It makes med 
amiable to their friends, and respected by their very 
e&emies. In all places, and on all occasions, it at* 
tracts benevolence, and demands approbation." 

One might ^ve instances, out of antiquity, of 
the irresistible force of this quality in great minds; 
CicereiuSji and Cneius Scipio, the son of the great 
Africanus, were competitors for the office of 
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prsetor. The crowd ibllowed Cicereius^ and lef 
SScipio unattended. Cicereias saw this with mud 
concern; and desiring an audience of the people, 
he descended from the plaoe where- the candidate, 
were to sit in the eye of the multitude; pleadec 
for his adversary; and, with an ingenious mo 
desty, which it is impossible to feign, represent 
to them, ^' how much it was to their dishonatiir 
that a virtuous son of Africahus should not be pre 
ferred to him, or any other man whatsoever. Thi 
immediately gained the election for Scipio ; but al 
the compliments and congratulations upon it wjer 
made to Cicereius. It is easier in this case to sai 
who had the office, than the honour* There is n^i 
occurrence in life where thb quality is not more or 
namental than any other. After the battle of Phar 
salia, Pompey marching towards Larissus, the whol 
people of that place came out in procession to d 
him honour. He thanked the magistrates for thei 
respect to him ; but desired them '^ to perform thes 
ceremonies to the conqueror.'' This gallant sub 
mission to his fortune, and disdain of making an; 
Appearance but like Pompey, wras owing to his mo 
desty, which would not permit him to be so disin 
genuous, as to give himself the air of prosperity 
when he was in the ccMitrary condition. 

This I say of modesty, as it is the virtue whicl 

1>reserves a decorum in the general course of ou 
ife; but, considering it also as it regards our mer 
bodies, it is the certain character of a great mind 
It is memorable of the mighty Caesar, than when h 
was murdered in the Capitol, at the very moment ii 
which he expired he gathered his robe about him 
that he might fall in a decent posture. In thi 
manner, says my author, he went off, not like : 
man that departed out of life, but a deity that r« 
turned to his abode. 
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Will*8 Cqffee-hotue, October 28. 

There is nothing which I contemplate with greater 
pleasure than the dignity of human nature, which 
often shows itself in all conditions of life. For, not- 
1 withstanding the degeneracy and meanness that is 
j crept into it, there are a thousand occasions in which 
. it breaks through its original corruption, and shows 
I what it once was, and what it will be hereafter. 1 
cohsider the soul of man as the ruin of a glorious 
pile of buildings ; where, amidst great heaps of rub- 
bish, you meet with noble fragments of sculpture, 
broken pillars and obelisks, and a magnificence in 
confusion. Virtue and wisdom are continually em- 
ployed in clearing the ruins, removing these disor- 
derly heaps, recovering the noble pieces that lie bu- 
ried under them, and adjusting them as well as 
possible according to their ancient symmetry and 
. t peanty. A happy education, conversation with the 
' ' finest spirits, looking abroad into the works of na- 
|j tare, aod observations upon mankind, are the great 
1^ Msistances to this necessary and glorious work. But 
.^ even among those who have never had the happiness 
j^ of any of these advantages, there are sometimes such 
1^ exertions of the greatness that is natural to the mind 
j^i of man, as show capacities and abilities, which only 
y ivant tbese accidental helps to fetch them out, and 
1^' ffkow them in a proper light. A plebeian soul is still 
^ the rujn of this glorious edifice, though incumbered 
g.. with ^11 its rubbish. 'X^m reflexion rose in me from 
a letter which my se^'vant dropped as he was dressing 

VOL. III. c 
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me, and which he told me was communicated U 
him, as he is an acquaintance of some of the person: 
mentioned in it. The epistle is from one serjean 
Hall of the foot- guards. It is directed, " To serjean 
Cabe, in the Coldstream regiment of foot-guards, a 
the Ked-lettice, in the Butcher-row, near Temple 
bar." 

I was so pleased with several touches in it, that, 
could not forbear showing it to a cluster of crrtics 
who, instead of considering it in the light I havt 
done, examined it by the rules of epistolary writing 
For as these gentlemen are seldom men of any grea 
genius, they work altogether by mechanical rulei 
and are able to discover no beauties that are no 
pointed out by Bouhours and Rapin. The letter i 
as follows : 

*' From the camp beibre Mons, Sept* fti 
" CoMBAD£> 

*' I received yours, and am glad yourself and y< 
wife are in good health, with all the rest of mi 
friends. Our battalion suffered more than I cooli 
wish th the action. But who can withstand fate 
t^oor Richard Stevenson had bis fate with a grea 
fnany more. He was. killed dead before we enterei 
the trenches. We had above two hundred of ou 
Imttalion killed and wounded. We lost ten Serjeants 
six are as followeth : Jennings^ Castles, ' Roach 
Sherrinff, Meyrick, and my Son Smith. The res 

ire not your acquaintance. I have rciceived a ven 
lad shot in my head myself, but am in hopes, anii 
please God, I shall recover. I continue in the field 
^nd lie at my dolonel's quarters. Arthur Is very well 
but I can give you no account of £lms ; he was ii 
the hospital before I came into the field. I will iVc 
pretend to give you an account of the battle, know 
iiig you hare a better in the prints. Pray^ give m; 
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lerFice to Mrs. Cook and lier daughter, to Mr. 
Sbififetand his wife, and to Mr. Lyver, and Thomas 
Hogisdon, and to Mr. Kagdell, and to all my tViends 
md acquaintance in general who do ask after me. 
My love to Mrs. Steveu<M>n. I am sorry for the 
lesding'such ill news. Her husband was gathering 
a little money together to send to his wife, and put 
it into my hands. I have seven shillings and three- 
pence, which I shall take care to send her. Wishing 
yoar wife a safe delivery ,^and both of you all happi* 
iesBj rest 

'' Your assured friend, and comrade, 

" John Halu 

'^ We had but an indifferent breakfast; but the 
Mounseers nevef^had such a dinner in all their lives, 

" My kind love tormy comrade Ilinton, and Mrs* 
Morgan, and to John Brown and his wife. I sent 
two shillings, and Stevenson six-pence, to drink 
with you at Mr. Cook's; but I have heard nothing 
bom him. It was by Mr. Edgar. 

** Corporal Hartwell desires to be remembered to 
voQj and desires you to enquire of Edgar, what is 
oecome of his wife Pegg; and when you write, to 
lend word in your letter what trade she drives. 

" We have here very bad weather, which I doubt 
trill be an hindrance to the siege; but I am in hopes 
ve shall be masters of the town in a little time, and 
thea^ I believe^ we shall go to garrison." 

• I saw the critics prepared to nibble at my letter ; 
therefore examined it piyself, partly in their way, 
sod partly my own. This is, said {, truly a letter, 
aiid an honest representation of that cheerful heart 
which accompanies the poor soldier in his warfare. 
b not there in this all the topic of submitting to our 
destiny as well discussed as if a greater man had been 
placed, like Br^tas^ in his tent at midnight, reflect* 

c2 
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ing on all the occurrences of past life, and say in 
things on Being itfieli? What serjeant Hall I 
of the matter is> that he wishes there had not 
so many killed; and he had himself a very bac 
in the head« and should recover if it pleased 
But, be that as it will, he takes care> like a a 
honour, as he certainly is, to let the widow St 
son know, that- he had seven and three-pence fo 
and that if he lives, he is sure he shall go intc 
rison at last. I doubt not but all the good con 
at the Red-lettice drank his health with as mucl 
esteem as we do of any of our friends. All that 
concerned for is, that Mrs. Peggy Hartwell m; 
offended at showing this letter, because her co 
in Mr. Hartwell's absence is a little inquired 
But I could not sink that circumstance, because 
critics would have lost one of the parts which I < 
not but you have much to say upon, whether tl 
miliar way is well hit in this style or not? J 
myself, I take a very particular satisfaction in s 
any letter that is fit only for those to read wh 
concerned in it, but especially on such a subjec 
If we consider the heap of an army, utterly ( 
all prospect of rising and preferment, as they ce 
ly are, and such great things executed by the 
is hard to account for the motive of their galla 
But to me, who was a cadet at the battle of 
stream in Scotland, when Monk charged at the 
of the regiment, now called Coldstream, fron 
victory of that day ; I remember it as well as 
were yesterday, I stood on the left of old West, \ 
believe is now at Chelsea; I say, to me, who 
very well this part of mankind, 1 take the gall: 
of private soldiers to proceed from the same, i 
from a nobler impulse than that of gentlemei 
officiers. They have the same taste of being ac 
able to their friends, anil go through the diffic< 
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•f that profeBsion by the same irresistible charm of 
fellowship, and the communication of joys and sor- 
rows^ which quickens the relish of pleasure, ancf 
abates the angnish of pain. Add to this, that they 
bare the same regard to fame, though they do not ex- 
pect so great a share as men above them hope fur ; 
but I wilt engage serjeant Hall would die ten thou- 
sand deaths, rather than a word should be spoken at 
the Red-lettice, or any part of the Butcher-row, in 
prejudice to his courage or honesty. IT you will have 
my opinion then of the Serjeant's letter, I pronounce 
the style to be mixed, but truly epistolary; the sen- 
timent relating to his own wound is in the sublime; 
the postscript of Pegg Hartwell, in the gny ; and the 
whole the picture of the bravest sort of men, that u 
to say, a man of great courage and small hopes. 

From my oivn Apartment, October 28. 

When I came home this evening, I found, afler 
many attempts to vary my thoughts, that my head 
itill ran upon the subject of the discourse to-night at 
WilPs. I fell, therefore, into the amusement of 
proportioning the glory of a battle among the uhola 
army, and dividing it into shares, according to the 
mMbod ofthe million lottery. In this bank of fame, 
by an exact calculation, and the rules of political 
arithmetic, I have allotted ten hundred thousand 
•hares ^ five hundred thousand of which is the due 
^the general, two hundred thousand I assign to the 

rem officers, and two hundred thousand more to 
the commission^ officers, from colonels to en* 
ibp^i the remaining hundred thousand must be dis- 
flWited -among the non-commissioned officers, and 

trivate men: according to which computation, I 
hd Serjeant Hall is to have one share and a fraction 
of two-fifths. When I was a boy at Oxford, there 
Wad among the antiquities near the theatre a great 

c 3 
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9Ume, on which were engraven the names of all who 
feW in the battle of Marathon. The generous and 
knowing people of Athens understood the force of 
the desire of glory, and would not let the meanesl 
soldier perish in oblivion. Were the natural impalaa 
^f the British nation atiimated with such monuments^ 
what man would be so mean, as not to hazard his Vifi 
'for his ten hundred thousandth part of the honour in 
•uch a day as that of Blenheim or Blaregnies ? - i 
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Whitens Chocolate-house, October 31. 

I HAVE lately received a letter from a friend in t 
country^ wherein he acquaints me, " that two oi 
three men of the town are got among them, and have 
brought down particular words and phrases^ whicl| 
were never befoi^ in those parts/' He mentions ii| 
particular the words Gunner and Gunster, whichi 
my correspondent observes, they make use of, wheq 
tpy thing has been related that is strange and sor<« 
prizing; and, thereibre> desires I would explain those 
terms, as I have many others, for the information of 
such as live at a distance from this town and court^ 
which he calls tiie great mints of language. , His 
letter is dated from York; and, if he tells nie truth# 
a word in it<i ordinary circulation does not reach that 
city within the space of five years after it is first 
sianiped. I cannot say how long these words have 
been current in town, but i shall now take care t^ 
send>them down by the next post* 
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I musty ID the first place* observe, that the words 
Gumer and Gunster are not to be used promiscu- 
ODsIy; for a Gunner, properly speaking, is not a 
Gunster: nor is a GunUer, vice versa, a Gunner, 
Tliey. both, indeed, are derived from tlie word gun^ 
sad so far they agree. But as a gun is remarkable 
for its destroying at a distance, or for the report it 
makesy which is apt to startle all its hearers, those 
who recount strange accidents and circumstances, 
which have no manner of foundation in truth, when 
tbey design to do mischief are comprehended under 
the appellation of Gunners; but when they endea* 
Tour only to surprise and entertain, they are distin- 
guished by the name of Gunsters. Gunners, there- 
rare, are the pest of society, but the Gunsters often 
the diversion. The Gunner is destructive, and hated ; 
the Gunster innocent and lauglied at. The first is 
prejudicial to others, the others only to himself. 

This being premised, I must, in the next place, 
subdivide the Gunner into several branches: all, or 
Ihe chief of which are, I think, as follows: 

First, the Bombardier. 
Secondly, the Miner. 

' Thirdly, the Squib. 

Fourthly, the Serpent. 

And, First, of the first. The Bombardier tosses 
hisj^balls sometimes into the midst of a city, with a 
desiffn to fill all around him with terror and com- 
bustion. He has been sometimes known to drop » 
ixHub in a senate-house, and to scatter a panic over 
I nation. But his chief aim is at several eminent 
ytations, which he looks upon as the fairest marks, 
aa() uses all his skill to do execution upon those who 

rpess them. Every man so situated, let his merit 
never so great, is sure to undergo a bombardment. 
It is further observed, that the only way to be out 
of danger from the bursting of a bomb, is to lie pros- 
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trate on the ground : a posture too abject for gene- 
rous spirits. 

Secondly, The Miner, 
. As the bombardier levels his mischief at nationi 
and cities, the Miner busies himself in ruining and 
overturning private bouses and particular persons. 
He often acts as a spy, in discovering the secret 
avenues and unguarded, accesses of families, wherci 
after he has made his proper discoveries and dis- 
positions/ he* sets sudden fire to. his train, that 
blows up families, scatters friends, separates lovers; 
disperses kindred, and shakes a whole neighbour-i 
hood. 

* It iis to be noted, that several females are great 
proficients in this way of engineering. The marki 
by which they are to be known are, a wonderful 
solicitude for the reputation of their friends, and a 
more than ordinary concern for the good of tbeii 
neighbours. There is also in them something so ver^ 
like religion, as may deceive the vulgar; but if you 
Ipok upoa it more nearly, you see on it such a caal 
of censoriousness, as discovers it to be nothing but 
hypocrisy. Cleomilla is a great instance of a female 
Min^: but, as my design is, to. expose only tlie in- 
corrigibU, let her be sileat for the future, and I shall 
be ID' too. 

i . ?WMly, The S^fr. 

• Tkf SqotlbNl are' those, wrho in the common ph 
•fi;Uie wgnl ar« called libellers, lampooners, him 
pfO^pbhM^^BCs: Tfattirfirihworksare made op in |mip 
|^;.awi''it is obB«rv«d# tbiil they mix abundaaoe 
of chareoiiiti their peffi^r^ that they may be s|ir« 
loiUackeA whore tttejr caonot singe. These are ob*- 
•ifrfed \a gife % cMMomation and disturbance only 
ta weak minde^; whicbi accofdiag to the proverl^ 
art elkttj^r <• «HMne afraid tbah hart.'' 
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The Serpents are a petty kind of GunnerM^ more 
pemicioot than any oi the rest They make use of 
a sort of white powder, that goes oW without any 
violent crack» but gives a gentle sound, much like 
that of a whisper; and is more destructive in all parts 
of life than any of the materials made use of by any 
of the fraternity. 

Come we now to the Gurtsters. 

This race of engineers dt:als altogether in wind- 
guns, which, by recoiling, oflen knock down those 
who discharge them, without hurting any body ilse; 
and, according to the various compressions of the 
air, make such strange squeaks, cracks, pops, and 
bounces, as it is impossible to hear without laughing. 
It is observable, however, that there is a disposition 
in a Gunster to become a Gunner ; and though their 
proper instruments are only loaden with wind, they 
often, out of wantonness, fire a bomb, or spring a 
mine, out of their natural inclination to engineering; 
by which means they do mischief when they do not 
design it, and have their bones broken when they da 
not deserve it 

This sort of engineers are the most unaccountable 
race of men in the world. Some of them have re- 
ceived above an hundred wounds, and yet have not 
a scar in their bodies; some have debauched multi- 
tudes of women, who have died maids. You may 
be with them from morning until night, and the 
neit day they shall tell you a thousand adventures 
that happened when you were with them, which you 
IcBmr nothing of. They have a quality of having 
heen present at every thing they hear related; and 
never heard a roan commended, \\ ho was not their 
intimate acquaintance, if not their kinsman. 

I hope these notes may serve as a rough draught 
for a new establishment of engineers, which I shall 
hereafter fill up with proper persons, according t{> 
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.my own observations on their conduct^ having ah 
had one recooynended to nie for the general of m 
tilksryi But that, and all the other postis, I inte 
keep open> until I can inform myself of the c 
dates having resolved in this case to depend no 
upon their friend's word^ than I would upon their 

From my awn Apartment^ October 3 {• 

I was this morning awakened by a sudden £ 
of the house; and as soon as I had got a little < 
my consternation^ I felt another^ which was fo 
ed by two or three repetitions of the same convu 
I got up as fast as possible^ girt on my rapier, 
snatched up my hat, when my landlady came \ 
me, and told me, ^* that the gentlewoman o 
next house begged me to step thither, for t 
, lodger she had taken in was run mad ; and she 
«ired my advice/' as indeed every body in the v 
lane does upon important occasions. I am not, 
«ome artists, saucy because I can be beneficial, 
went immediately. Our neighbour told us, * 
had the day before let her second floor to a very 
teel youngish man, who told her, he kept ext 
dinary good hours, and was generally at home 
part of the morning and evening at study ; but 
this morning he had for an hour together made 
^extravagant noise which we then heard/' I wei 
Btairs with my hand upon the tiilt of my rapier, 
approached this new lodger^s door. I looked 
the key- hole, and there I saw a well-made man 
with great attentiott on a book, and on a su 
jump into the air so high, that his head almost tc 
ed the cieling. He came down safe on his 
foot, and again flew up, alighting on his left; 
looked again at his book, and, holding out his 
leg, put it into such a quivering motion, that I the 
be iwould have shaked it off. He used thie Lefl 
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the same manner^ when oa a sudden, to my great 
mrprise^ he stooped himself incredibly low, and 
tomed gently on his toes. After this circular motion, 
k continued bent in that humble posture for some 
time, looking on his book. After this, he recovered 
bimself with a sodden spring, and flew round the 
loom in all the violence and disorder imaginable, 
ontil he made a full pause for want of breath. In 
this interim my woman asked " what I thought r" 
I whispered, '' that I thought this learned person an 
enthusiast, who possibly hsMJ his first education in the 
Peripatetic way, which was a sect of philosophers^ 
who always studied when walking." But, observing^ 
him much out of breath, I thought it the best time 
to master him if he were disordered, and knocked 
at his door. I was surprised to find him open it, and 
say with great civility and good mien, " that he 
hoped he had not disturbed us. ' I believed him in 
t lucid interval, and desired, '' he would please to 
let me see his book." He did so, smiling. I could 
Bot make any thing of it, and, therefore, asked 
" in what language it was writ?" He said, " it was 
ene he studied with great application; but it was 
bis profession to teach it, and could not communi- 
cate his knowledge without a consideration/' I an- 
swered, '* that I hoped he would hereafter keep his 
liioaghtB to himself, tor his meditation this morning 
bad cost me three coffee-dishes, and a clean pipe." 
He seemed concerned at that, and toki me '* he was 
a daocing-master, and had been reading a dance or 
two before he went out, which had been written by 
One who taught at an academy in France*." He 

• Thoinet Arbeau, a dancing-master at Paris, is here justly 
cddbrated, as the real inventor of the art of writing dances in 
characters termed Orchesographyt from the two Greek words* 

•/JJ^T*!^, a dance,- and ypCL<poL, I write. The discovery was. 
leccnit at the time of the first publication of this paper. 



24 TATLER. N« 

observed me at a stand, and went on to inform 
** thatjdow articulate motions, as well as sounds, ^ 
expressed by proper characters; and that the] 
nothing so common, as to communicate a dance 
letter/' I besought hhn hereafter to meditate 
ground-rc»om, for that otherwise it would be imp 
ble for an artist of any other kind to live near I 
and that I was sure several of his thought^ this m 
ing would have shaken my spectacles ofF my i 
had I been myself at study. 

I then took my leave of this virtuoso, and retu 
to my chamber, meditating on the various occupa 
9f rational creatures. 
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Rura mihi placeant, riguique in vaUihus amna, 

Flumina amem sylvasqt.e ingloiius 

Vino. Georg, ii 

. * ■ 

** My next desire is, void of care and strife, 

To lead a soft, secure, inglorious life : 

A country cottage near a crystal flood, 

A winding valley, and a lofty %vood.** Dr' 

Grecian Coffee-house, November 2. 

I HAVE received this short epistle from an unki 
hand. 

" Sir, 
" I have no more to trouble you with, than to d 
you would in your next help me to some answ* 
the inclosed concerning yourself. Tn the mean 
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I congratalate yon upon the increase of your fame« 
which you see has extended itself beyond the bills 
of mortality." 



i. 



€€ 



Sir, 
That the country is barren of news has been 
the excuse, time out of mind, for dropping a corre- 
spondence with our friends in London ; as if it were 
impossible out of a cofiee-hou>e to write an agree- 
able letter. I am too ingenuous to endeavour at the 
covering of my negligence with so common an cxcusi*. 
Doubtless, amongst friends, bred, as we have been, 
to the knowledge of hooks as well as men, a letter 
dated from a garden, a grotto, a fountutn, a wood, a 
meadow, or the banks of a river, may he more en- 
tertaining than one from Tom*s, W ill's, White's, 
or Saint James's. I promise, therefore, to be fre- 
quent for the future in my rural dates to you. But 
for fear you should, from what 1 have said, be in- 
duced to believe I shun the coniinerco of men, I 
must inform you, that there is a fresh topic of dis- 
course lately arisen amongst the ingenious in our part 
of the world, and is become the more fashionable 
for the ladies giving into it. This we owe to Isaac 
Bickerstaff^ who is verv much censured hv some, 
and as much justified by others. Some criticise his 
style, his humour, and his matter; others admire 
the whole man. Some pretend, from the informa- 
tions of their friends in town, to decypher the author; 
and others confess they are lost in I heir guesses. 
For my part, I must own myself a professed admirer 
of the paper, and desire you to send me a complete 
set, together with your thoughts of the squire and 
his lucubrations.'' 

There is no pleasure like that of receiving praise 
from the praise-worthy; and 1 own it a very solid 
happiness, that these my lucubrations are approved 

VOL. ill. » 
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by a person of so fine a taste as the author of this 
letter, who is capable of enjoying the world in thef 
simplicity of its natural beauties. This pastoral let<^ 
ter, if I may so call it, must be written by a man 
who carries his entertainment wherever he goes, and 
is undoubtedly one of those happy men who appear 
far otherwise to the vulgar* 1 dare say, he is not 
envied by the vicious, the vain, the frolic, and the 
loud; but is continually blessed with that strong and 
serious delight, which flows from a well-taught and 
liberal mind. With great respect to country sports, 
I may say, this gentleman could pass his time agree- 
ably, if there were not a hare or a fox in his^ county. 
That calm and elegant satisfaction which the vulgar 
call melancholy is the true and proper delight of mea 
of knowledge and virtue. What we take for diyer- 
sion, which is a kind of forgetting ourselves, is but 
a mean way of entertainment, in comparison of that 
which is considering, knowing, and enjoying our- 
selves. The pleasures of ordinary people are in their 
passions; but the. seat of this delight is in the reason 
and understanding. Such a frame of mind rals^ 
that sweet enthusiasm, which warms the imagina* 
tioQ at the sight of every work of nature, and turns 
all round you into picture and landscape. I shall be 
ever proud of advices from this gentleman; for I 
profess writing news from the learned^ as well as the 
busy world. 

As for my labours, which he is pleased to inquire 
after, if they can but wear one impertinence out of 
human life, destroy a single vice, or give a morning's 
cheerfulness to an honest mind; in short, if the world 
can be but one virtue the better^ or in any degree less 
vicious, or receive from them the smallest addition 
to their innocent diversions! I shall not think my 
paintf or indeed my life, to have been spent in 
vain. 
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- Thus far as to my itndies. It will be expected I 
ihoold in the next place gire some accoant of my 
life. I shall therefbrey for the satisfiEurtion of the 
present ase^ and the benefit of posterity, present the 
world witn the following abridgement of it. 

It 18 remarkable, that I was bred by hand, and 
eat nothing but milk until I was a twelve-month 
M ; firom' which time, to the eighth year of my age, 
I was observed to delight in pudding and potatoes; 
and indeed I retain a benevolence for that sort of 
(bed to this day. I do not remember that I distih- 
gushed myself in any thing at those years, but by 
my great MM at taw, for which I was so barbarously 
taedf that it has erer since given me an aversion to 
saming. In my twelfth year, I suffered very much 
wt two or three false concords. At fifteen I was 
lent to the university, and stayed tliere for some 
tine; but a drum passing by, being a lover of mu* 
fftHf I- inlisted myself for a soldier. As years came 
dn, I began to examine things, and grew discontent- 
ed at the timies. This made me quit the sword, and 
take to the stody of the occult sciences, in which I 
was so wrapped up, that Oliver Cromwell had been 
buried, and taken up again, five years before 1 heard 
hit was dead. This gave me first the reputation of a 
conjurer, which has l>een of great disadvantage to 
bie ever since, and kept me out of all public employ- 
ments. The greater part of my later years has been 
divided between Dick's coffee-house, the Trumpet in 
Sbeer-lane, and my own lodgings. 

From rmf cfuon Apartment^ November 2. 

The evil of unseasonable visits has been coni* 
plained of to me with much vehemence by persons 
of both sexes; and I am desired to consider this very 
important circumstance, that men may know how 
^ rtgulato tb^u: conduct in an affair which concerns 

O 2 
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ho less than life itself. For to a rational creati 
it is almost the same cruelty to attack his life, 
robbing him of so many moments of his time, o! 
many drops of his blood. The author of the foll< 
ing letter has a just delicacy in this point, and h 
put it into a very good light: 

** MR. BiCKERSTAFF, October 

" I am very miich afflicted itith the gravel, wl 
makes me sick and peevish. I desire to know of 
if it be reasonable that any of my acquainta 
should take advantage over me at this time, 
afflict me with long visits, because they are idle, 
I am confined. Pray, Sir, reform the town in 
matter. Men never consider whether the sick [ 
son be disposed for company, but make their v: 
to humour themselves. You may talk upon 
topic, so as to oblige all persons afflicted with cl 
nical distempers, among which I reckon visits, 
not think me a sour man, for I love conversai 
and my friends; but I think one^s most intin 
friend may be too familiar, and that there are s 
things as unseasonable wit, and painful mirth.'' 
It is with some so hard a thing to employ tl 
time, that it is a great good fortune when they h 
a friend indisposed, that they may be punctua 
perplexing him, when he is recovered enough tc 
in that state which cannot be called sickness 
health; when he is too well to deny company, 
too ill to receive them. It is no uncommon case, 
man is of any figure or power in the world, tc 
congratulated into a relapse. 

Will's Coffee-house, November 2. 

I was very well pleased this evening, to he? 
gentleman express a very becoming indignal 
Against a practice^ which I myself have been v 



K' 89; TATLiau 29 

« 

much offended at. " There is nothing/' said he, 
" more ridiculous, than for an actor to insert words 
of his own in the part he is to act, so that it is im- 
possible to see the poet for the player. You will 
bave Penk^thman and Bullock belpins^ out Beaumont 
and Fletcher. It puts me in mind/^ continued he, 
" of a collection of antique statues which I once saw 
in a gentleman's possession, who employed a neigh- 
boQrmg stone-cutter to add noses, ears, arms, or 
legs, to the maimed works of Phidias or Praxiteles. 
You may be sure, this addition disfigured the sta- 
tues much more than time had. I remember Ve- 
nus, that, by the nose he had given her, looked 
like mother Shipton; and a Mercury, with a pair 
of legs that seemed very much swelled wiih the 

drMwy-'' 

I thought the gentleman's observation very pro- 
per^ and he told me I had improved his thought, in 
mentioning on this occasion those wise Qommeo- 
tators who had filled up the hemistichs of Virgil^; 
particularly that notable poet, who, to make the 
^neid more perfect, oarrled on the story of Lavi- 
nia's wedding. If the proper oflicer will not con- 
descend to take notice of these absurdities, I shall 
myself, as a censor of the people, animadvert upon 
SQch proceedings. 

* A gentleman of distinctton in Aquitain. called by the 
writer on whose authuritj^ this note is given, Joannes de 
Peyrarede, 'illed' up the hemist-chs, or half verses, in tlie 
.£oeid.of Virgil. 
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Amoto quueramHt seria ludo, 

HoR. I. Sat i. 



Let US now- 



Wiih graTer air our serious theme pursue^ 
And yet preserve our moral full in view. 

Francii. 

WilVs CoffeC'house, November 4. 

The passion of love happened to be the subject 
discourse between two or three of ns at the table 
the poets this evening; and, among other o1 
Yations, it was remarked, '' that the same sentin 
on this passion bad run through all languages 
nations.' Memmius, who has a very good tav 
fell into a little sort of dissertation on this occasic 
" It is/' said he, *' remarkable, that no passion li 
been treated, by all who have touched upon it, wi 
the same bent of design but this. The poets, 
moralists, the painters, in all their descriptions, an 
gories, and pictures, have represented it as a « 
torment, a bitter sweet, a pleasing pain, or an agtc 
able distress; and have only expressed the si 
thought in a different manner." 

The joining Of pleasure and pain together in su 
devices, seems to me the only pointed thought 
ever read which is natural ; and it must have pi 
ceeded from its being the universal sense and c 
perience of mankind, that they have all spoken 
it in the same manner. I have, in my own rea 
ing, remarked an hundred and three epigrams, fii 
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odes^ and ninety-one sentences, tending to this sole 
jnirpose. 

It is certain^ there is no other passion which does 
produce such contrary effects in so great a degree. 
But this may be said for love, that if you strike it 
oat of the soul, life would be insipid, and our 
being but half animated. Human nature would 
link into deadness and lethargy, if not quickened 
with some active principle; and as, for all others, 
whether ambition, envy, or avarice> which are apt 
to possess the mind in the absence of this passion, it 
must be allovred that they have greater pains, with- 
out the compensation of such exquisite pleasures as 
those we find in love. The great skill is to heighten 
the satisfactions, and deaden the sorrows of it; 
which has been the end of many of my labours, and 
shall continue to be so, for the service of the world 
in genera], and in particular of the fair sex, who 
are always the best or the worst part of it. It is 
pity that a passion, which has in it a capacity of 
making life happy, should not be cultivated to the 
atmost advantage. Reason, prudence, and good- 
nature, rightly applied, can thoroughly accomplish 
this great end, provided they have always a real and 
constant love to work upon. But this subject I 
shall treat more at large in the history of my married 
lister, and in the mean time shall conclude my re- 
flexion on the pains and pleasures which attend this 
passion, with one of the finest allegories which I 
think I have ever read. It is invented by the divine 
Plato, and, to show the opinion he himself had of 
it, ascribed by him to his admired Socrates, whom 
he represents as discoursing with his friends, and 
giving the history of love in the following manner. 

" At the birth of Beauty/' says he, '* there was 
a g^reat feast made, and many guests invited. 
Among the r^t, was' the god Plenty, who was thd 
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ton of the goddess Prudence^ and inherited many of 
his mother's virtues. After a full entertainment, he 
retired into the garden of Jupiter, wljich was hanjc 
with a great yariety of ambrosial fruits, and set 
to have been a very proper retreat for such a guesi. 
In the mean time, an unhappy female called Po- 
verty, having heard of this great feast, repaired to 
it, in hopes of finding relief. The first place she 
lights upon was Jupiter's garden, which generally 
stands open to people of all conditions. Poverty 
enters, and by chance finds the god Plenty asleep 
in it. She was immediately fired with his channi, 
laid herself down by his side, and managed matten 
so well, that she conceived a child by him. The 
world was very much in suspense upon the occasioD, 
and could not imagine to themselves what would \ffi 
the nature of an infant that was to have its origioflil 
from two such parents. At the last, the child apr 
pears; and who should it be but Love? This inf 
grew up, and proved in all his behaviour, what djb 
really was, a compound of opposite beings. As be 
is the son of Plenty, who was the offspring of Pru- 
dence, he is subtle, intriguing, full of stratagems 
and devices ; as the son of Poverty, he is fawniiigi 
begging, serenading, delighting to lie at a threshoUL 
or beneath a window^ By the father, he is au- 
dacious, full of hopes, conscious of merit, an^ 
therefore quick of resentment. By the mother, he 
is doubtful, timorous, mean-spirited, fearful of of- 
fending, and abject in submissions. In the sa 
hour you may see him transported with rapturo^ 
talking of immortal pleasures, and appearing satis- 
fied as a god; and immediately after, as the mor 
mother prevails in his composition, you behold b 
pining, languishing, despairing, dying.'' 

I have been always wonderfully delighted with 
fabler allegories, and the like inventions, whigh. 
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the politest and the best instructors of mankind have 
always made use of. They take (AY from the seve- 
rity of instruction, and inforce it at the same time 
that they conceal it. The supposing Love to be 
conceived immediately after the birth of Beauty; 
the parentage of Plenty ; and the inconsistency of 
this passion with its self so naturally derived to it, 
are great master-strokes in this fable; and if they 
fell into good hands, might furnish out a more 
pleasing canto than any in Spenser, 

Prom my owii Apartment, November 4-. 

I came home this evening in a very pensive mood ; 
and^ to divert me, took up a volume of Shakspeare, 
where I chanced to cast my eye upon a part in the 
tragedy of Richard the Third, which filled my mind 
with a very agreeable horror. It was the scene in 
which that bold but wicked prince is represented as 
sleeping, in his tent, the night before the battle in 
which he fell. The poet takes that occasion to set 
hefore him, in a vision, a terrible assembly of appa- 
ritions, the ghosts of all those innocent persons 
whom he is said to have murdered. Prince Ed^- 
ward, Henry VI., the Duke of Clarence, Rivers, 
Gray, and Vaughan; Lord Hastings, the two young 
Princes, sons to Edward IV., his own wife, and the 
Duke of Buckingham, rise up in their blood before 
\ liim, beginning their speeches with that dreadful 
salutation, '' Let me sit heavy on thy soul to- 
[ morrow;" and concluding with that dismal sen- 
i tcace, " Despair and die." This inspires the tyrant 
t with a dream of his past guilt, and of the approach- 
'■ vengeance. He anticipates the fatal day of 
posworth, fancies himself dismounted, weltering 
J in his own blood ; and in the agonies of despair, 
V hefore he is thorouschlv awake, starts up with the 
* • following speech : 
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'* Give me tnother horse — Bind up my wounds f 
Have mercy, Jesu— Soft! I did but dream. 
Oh ! coward couscience ! how dost thou afiSict me ! 
The lights bum blue ! Is it not dead midnight ? 
Cold tearful drops stand on my trembling flesh: 
What do I fear ? myself!" &c. 

A scene written with so great strength of imagi- 
nation indisposed me from further reading, and threw 
tne into a deep contemplation, I began to reflect 
upon the different ends of good and bad kings; 
and as this was the birth-day of our late renown 
monarch''^; I could not forbear thinking on toe 
departure of that excellent prince, who life was 
crowned with glory, and his death with peace. I lei 
toy mind go so far into this thought, as to imasine to 
jnyself what might have been the vision of his de- 
parting slumbers. He might have seen confederate 
kings applauding him in different languages; slaves 
that had been bound in fetters lining up their 
hands, and blessing him; and the persecuted in 
their several forms of worship imploring comfort 
dn his last moments. The reflection upon this 
excellent prince's mortality had been a very me- 
lancholy entertainment to me, had I not been relieva4 
by th^ consideration of the glorious reign, which 
succeeds it. 

We now see as great a virtue as ever was on the 
British throne, surrounded with all the beauty of sue* 
cess. Our nation liiay not only boast of a long ae* 
ries of great, regular, and well-laid designs, but also 
ef triumphs and victories; while we have the happi* 
ness to see our sovereign exercise that true policy 
which tends to make a kingdom great and happy« 
and at the same time enjoy the good and gloriout 
effect of it, 

* King WilliaiB IIL 



W* 91. TATLER. 35 



^^"91. TUESDAY, NOVEMBERS, 1709. 



From my own Apartment, November 7. 

I WAS very much surprised this evening with a visit 
from one of the top Toasts of tlie town, who came 
privately in a chair, and bolted into my room, while 
I was reading a chapter of A^rippa upon the occult 
Bciences; but, as she entered with all the air and 
bloom that nature ever bestowed on woman, I 
threw down the conjuror and met the charmer. I 
had no sooner placed her at my right hand by the 
fire, but she opened to me the reason of her visit. 
" Mr. Bickerstaff," said the fine creature, " I have 
been your correspondent some time, though I never 
taw you before ; I have writ by the name of Maria. 
You have told me you were too far gone in life to 
think of love. Therefore, I am answered as to the 
passion 1 spoke of; and,^' continued she, smiling, 
*' I will not stay until you grow young again, as 
yoa men never tail to do in your dotage ; but am 
c<mie to consult you about disposing of myself to 
sudother. My person you see ; my fortune is very 
eoQsiderable ; but I am at present under much per* 
plexity bow to act in a great conjuncture. I have 
two lovers, Crassus and Lorio; Crassus is prodi-^ 
giously rich, but has no one distinguishing quality ; 
thoojzh at the same time he is not remarkable on 
the (fefective side. Lorio has travelled, is well bred, 
pleasant in discourse, discreet in his conduct, agree* 
able in his person; and with all this, he has a com- 
petency of fortune without superfluity. When I 
consider Lorio, my mind is filled, with an idea of 
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the great satisfactions of a pleasant couversatioi 
When I think of Crassus, my equipage^ numeroi 
servants, gay liveries, and various dresses, are 0| 
jbosed to the charms of his rival. In a word, whc 
1 cast my eyes upon Lorio, I forget and despi 
fortune; when I behold Crassus, I think only > 
pleasing my vanity, and enjoying an uncoiitrolL 
eX[)ence in all the pleasures of life, except lovifi 
jBhe paused here. 

. <* Madam,** said I, " I am confident you ha 

not stated your case with sincerity, and that there 

some secret pang which you have concealed fi 

me: for I see by your aspect the generosity of yc 

mind : and that open ingenuous air lets roe kno 

that you have too great a sense of the generc 

passion of love, ^to prefer the ostentation of life 

the arms of Crassus, to the entertainments and cc 

veniences of it in the company of your belo\ 

Lorio: for so he is indeed. Madam; you speak 

name with a different accent from the rest of y< 

discourse. The idea his image raises in you gi' 

new life to your features, and new grace to yi 

speech. Nay, blush not. Madam; there is 

dishonour in loving a man of merit; I assure yo 

am grieved at this dallying with yourself, when i 

put another in competition with him, for no ot 

reason but superior wealth." — " To tell you, the 

^aid she, " the bottom of my heart, there is ( 

tilda lies by, and plants herself in the way of Cras 

and I am confident will snap him if I refuse 1: 

I cannot bear to think that she will shine above 

When our coaches meet, to see her chariot h 

behind vfkh four footmen, and. mine with but t 

hers, powdered, gay, and saucy, kept only 

fthuw; miae, a couple of careful rogues that 

^pod for something: I o\v.», I cannot bear that * 
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tiljda should be in all the pride and wantonnes!« of 
wealth, and I only in the ease and affluence of it." 

Here I interrupted: *' Well, Madam, now I ^ee 
your whole affliction ; you could be happy, hut that 
you fear another would be happier. Or rather, you 
could be solidly happy, but that another is to be 
"happy in appearance. This is an evil which you 
must get over, or never know happiness. We will 
put the case. Madam, that you married Crassus, 
and sh^ I^orio.'' She answered, " Speak not of it, 
I could tear her eyes out at the mention of it." 
" Well theQ, I pronounce Lorio to be the man ; 
but I must tell you. that what we call settling in the 
world is, in a kind, leaving it; and you must at 
once resolve to keep your thoughts of happiness 
within the reach of your fortune, and not measure 
it by comparison with others, But, indeed, Ma- 
dam, when I behold that beauteous form of your'<9, 
aiid consider the generality of your sox, as to their 
disposal of themselves in marriage, or their parents 
doing it for them without their own approbation, 1 
cannot but look upon all such matches as the most 
impudent prostitutions. Do but observe, when you 
are at a play^ the familiar wenches that sit laughing 
amopg tne ipen. T^iese appear detestable to you in 
the boxes, flacli of them would give up her person 
for a guinea; and some of you would take the worst 
there for life for twenty thousand. If so, how do 
3ron difier but in price? As to the circumstance of 
marriage, I take that to be hardly an alteration of 
the c^; for \%edlock is but a more solemn prosti- 
tution, where there is not an union of minds. Yo« 
would hardly believf it, but there have been designs 
even upon me. ' 

" A neighbour in this very lane, who knows I 
Jtave, by leading a very wary life, laid up a litt e 
moneyf had a great mind to marry me to his daugl\^ 
vdW Mi- ' B 
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*ter. I wfis freqnefiitly invited to their table: the 
girl was always very pleasant and agreeable. After 
.dinner^ Miss Molly wonld be sure to fill my pipe 
for me, and put more sugat than ordinary into my 
cofiee ; for she was sure I was good natured. If f 
chanced -to hem, the mother would applaud my vi- 
gour; and has often said on that occasion^ ' I won- 
der, Mr. BickerstafF^ you do not marry, I am sure 
you would have children/ Things went so far, 
.that my mistress presented me with a wrouglu 
night- cap aad a laced band of her own working. I > 
began to think of it in earnest; but one day, having 
^an occasion to ride to Islington, as two or tnree peo- 
ple were lifting me upon my pad, I spied her at « 
convenient distance laughing at her lover, with a 
|>arcel of romps of her acquaintance. One of then^ 
who I suppose had thfe same design upon me, told 
me she said, ' Bo you see how briskly my old gen- 
tleman mounts?' This made me cut off my amovo 
..and to reflect with myself, that no married life could 
be so unhappy, as where the wife proposes no other 
advantage from her husband, than that of making 
herself fine, and keeping her out of the dirt.^ 

My fair client burst out a laughing at the accounl 
I gave her of my escape, and went away seemingly 
convinced of the reasonableness of my discoune 
to her. 

As soon as she was gone, my maid brought up the 
following epistle, which, by the style, and the de- 
scription she gave of the person, I suppose was left 
by Nick Boubt " Hark you,'* said he, " girV 
tell old Basket-hilt I would have him answer it bj 
ifae first opportunity .'' What he says is this. 
" Isaac, 

" You seem a very honest fellow ; therefore, pray 
iell me, did not you write that letter in praise of 
t)ie squire and his Lucubrations yourself, SlC." 
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ipreatest plague of coxcombs is, that they 
eak upon you with an impertinent piece of 
ise« as this jackanapes has hit me in a right 
leagh. I must confess, I am as likely ta 
ch a trick as another; but that letter he 
»f was really genuine. When I first set up, 
%X it fair enough to let myself know from all 
lat my works were wonderfully inquired for, 
re become the diversion, as well as instruc- 
all the Choice Spirits in every county of 
itaio. I ()o not doubt but the more intel- 
[ my readers found it, before this jackanapes, 
all him no better, took upon him to observe 
y style and my basket-hilt. A very pleasant 
I4tn of my acquaintance told m6 one day a 
f this kind of falsehood and vanity in an 

ius showed him a paper of verses, which he 

had received that morning by the penny* 
)m an unknown hand. My friend admired 

remely. " Sir," said he, '* this must come 
man that is eminent : you see fire, life, and 
un through the whole, and at the same time 
ctness, which shows he is used to writing. 
$ir, read them over again.'' He begins again, 
id all ; " To Msevius, on his incomparable 
" The second reading was performed with 
aore vehemence and action than the former ; 
hicb my friend fell into downright raptures — 
f, they are truly sublime ! there is energy in 
le! description in that! Why! it is the 
tself! this is perfect picture!'' Msevius could 
o more 3 but, •' Faith,'' says he, " Ned, to 

the pl^in truth, I writ them myself." 
re goes just such another story of the same 
Etl tenderness in Bavius, an ingenious contem- 

of mxQie, who had writ several comedies^ 

e2 
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which were rejected by the players. This my friena 
Bavius took for envy, and therefore prevailed upoii 
a gentleaian to go with him to the play-house, 'and 
gave him a new play of his, desiring he would per- 
sonate the author, and read it, to baffle the spite or 
the actors. The friend consented, and to reading 
they went They had not gone over three similies, 
before Roscius the player made the acting adthoir 
stop, and desired to know^ " what he meant by 
such a rapture? and how it came to pass, that in 
this condition of the lover, instead of acting accord- 
ing to his circumstances, he spent his time in consi- 
dering what his present state was like ?'^ — " That U 
very true," says the mock authcH* ; " I believe we 
had as good strike these lines out/' — " By your 
leave,'' says Bavius, " you- shall not spoil your pl^yt 
you are too modest; those very lines, for aught I 
know, are as good as any in your play, and they 
shall stand." Well, they go on, and the particle 
'* and" stood unfortunately at the end of a verse, 
and was made to rhyme to the word " stand." This 
Roscius excepted against. The new poet gave iip 
that too, and said '' he would not dispute for a 
monosyllable." — ** For a monosyllable!" says tin 
real author; ** I can assure you, a monosyllabic 
may be of as great force as a word of ten syllables 
I tell you. Sir, ' and' is the connexion of the mattei 
in that place ; without that word, you may put a] 
that follows into any other play as well as this. Be 
sides, if you leave it out, it will look as if you hai 
put it in only for the sake of the rhyme." Rosciu 
persisted, assuring the gentleman, " that it was im 
possible to speak it, but the ' and;' must be lost, s 
it might as well be blotted out." Bavius snatche 
his play out of their hands, said " they were bot 
blockheads," and went off; repeating a couplet, be 
cause he would not. make his exit irregularly, j 
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witty. man of these days compared this true and 
ieigned poet to the contending mothers before So- 
lomon; the true one was easily discovered from 
the pretender, by refusing to see his ofispring dis* 
lected. 
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Faliut honor juvat, et mendax iufainia terret 

Quern fdn mtndotum et mendacem ? 

HOR. I. £p. xvL 

Fdae praise can pteate* and calumny aifright, 
Noiie but the Ticious aud the hypocrite. 

R. WYNNE. 

Whitens Chocolate-house, November 9. 

I know no manner of speaking so ofiensive as that 
of giving praise, and closing it with an exception ; 
which proceeds (where men do not do it to intro- 
duce malice, and make calumny more efiectual) 
ftom. the conunon error of considering man as a per* 
feet creature. But^ if we rightly examine things, 
we shall find that there is a sort of economy in Pro- 
▼idencCi that one shall excel where another is de- 
fective, in order to make men more useful to each 
other, and mix them in society. This man having 
this talent, and than man another, is as necessary in 
conversation, as one professing one trade, and ano-* 
ther another, is beneficial in commerce. The hap* 
piest climate does not produce all things; and it 
was so ordered, that one part of the earth should 

e3 " 
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want the product of anoth^r^ for uniting maQkind 
in a general correspondence and good understanding; 
It is, therefore, want of good s^nse as well as good 
nature, to say Simplicius has a better judgenient^ 
but not so much wit as Latius ; for that these, have 
not each other^s capacities is no more a diminution 
to either, than if you should say, Simplicius is not 
Latius, or Latius not Simplicius. The heathen 
world had so little notion that perfection was to b« 
expected amongst men, that among them any one 
quality or endowment in an heroic degree made a 
Grod. Hercules had strength ; but it was never obr 
jected to him that he wanted wit, Apollo presided 
over wit, and it was never asked whether he had 
strength. We hear no exceptions against the beauty 
of Minerva, or the wisdom of Venus. These, wise 
heathens were glad to immortalise any one service- 
able gift, and overlook all imperfections in the per* 
«on who had it. But with us it is far otherwise, for 
we reject many eminent virtues, if they are acconi;- 
pan led with one apparent weakness. The reflecting 
after this manner made me account for the strange 
delight men take in reading lampoons and scandal* 
with which the age abounds, and of which I receive 
frequent complaints. Upon mature consideration, 
I find it is principally for this reason, that the wonil 
of mankind, the libellers, receive so much encou.^ 
ragement iji the world. The low race of men taka 
a secret pleasure in finding an eminent character 
Levelled to tb^ir condition by a report of its defects ; 
ainl keep themselves in countenance, though they, 
are £;2(Lcelled in a thousand virtues, if they believe 
thev have in comoBion with a great person any one 
fauU. The libeller falls in with this humour, aad 
gratifies the baseness of temper, which is naturally 
an enemy to extraordinary merit. It is from this, 
tik^ lib^l auad satire are proniscuously joined togetl^ 
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tie potions of the vulgar, though the satirist and 
ller difier as much as the ipagistrate and the mur« 
ir. In the consideration of human life, the sar 

sever falls upon persons who are not glaringly 
cy, and the libeller on none but who are con* 
ilQUsly commendable. Were I to expose any 
in a good or great man, it should certainly be 
-orrecting it in some one where that crime was 
most distinguishing part of the cha acter; as 
s are chastised for the admonition of princes*. 
n it is performed otherwise, the vicious are 
in credit, by placing men of merit in the same 
ion. But all tlie pasquils, lampoons, and li^ 
we meet with now-a-days, are a sort of playiiigr 

the four-and-twenty letters, and throwing 

into names and characters, without senso^ 
f or wit. In this case I am in great perplexity 
ow whom they mean, and should be in distress 
lose they abuse, if I did not see their judgement 
ngenuity in those they commend. This is the 
vay of examining a libel ; and when men con- 

tlis^t no one man living thinks the better of 
heroes and patrons for the panegyric givet^ 

none can think themselves lessened by their 
live. The hero or patron in a libel is but a 
ager to carry off the dirt, aii4 by that very em- 

nt is the filthiest creature in the street. De- 
ons and panegyrips are frequently ridiculous^ 
s.m be addressed wl^re they will ; bi^t at the 

or in the body of a libel, to commend a man, 
ing to ^he persons applauded, *' My Lord, or 

have pulled down all men that the rest of the. 

think great and honourable^ and here is a clear 
i yp^ mayi as you plea^e^ be valiant or wise ; 

lis alla^ to a pnicUq^ loog {meralent in England o^ 
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you may choose to be on the military or ctvH Hst^ 
for there is no one brave who commands, or juii 
who has power. You may rule the world now it \i 
*mpty, which exploded you when it was full:*I 
have knocked out the brains of all whom mankind 
thought good for any thing ; and I doubt not bat 
Vou will reward that invention^ which found out 
the only expedient to make your lordship, or yoitf 
ivorship, of any consideration." 

Had I the honour to be in a libel, and had t§* 

baped the approbation of the author, I shotild look 

iipon it exactly in this manner. But though it is i 

thing thus perfectly indifferent who is exalted or de-< 

based in such performances, yet it is not so with re-: 

lation to the authors of them ; therefore, I shall, 

for the good of my country, hereafter take upon md 

to punish these wretches. ' What is already pasted 

may die away according to its nature, and continue 

hi its present oblivion ; but, for the future, I shaD 

take notice of such enemies to honour and virtuej 

and preserve them to immortal infamy. T J 

names shall give fresh offence maifly ages hence, ; 

be detested a thousand years after the commission o 

their crime. It shall not avail, that these childr 

of infamy publish their works under feigned names, 

Or under none at all ; for I am so perfectly well ac* 

quainted with the styles of all my contemponuriei 

that I shall not fail of doing them justice, witi 

their proper names, and at their full length. L« 

these miscreants, therefore, enjoy their present ac 

of oblivion, and take care how they onend here 

ifter. 

■ But, to avert our eyes from such objects, it 
methinks but requisite to. settle our opinion in. I 
case of praise and blame. I believe, the only tni 
way to cure that sepsibility of reproach, which, is 
.common weakness wrth the most virtuous men^ 
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to fix the?!*' regard firmly upon only what is strictly 
Irae, in relation to their advantage, as well as dimi- 
notion. For if I am pleased with commendation 
which I do not deserve, I shall from the same tem- 
per be concerned at scandal I do not deserve. But 
he that can think of false applause with as much 
contempt as false detraction, will certainly be pre- 
pared tor all adventures, and will become all occa- 
sions. Undeserved praise can please only those who 
wmt merit, and undeserved reproach frighten only 
ikote who want sincerity. I have thought of this 
with so much attention, that I fancy there can be 
no other method in nature found for the cure of 
that delicacy which gives good men pain under ca- 
lomnyi but placing satisfaction no where but in a 
just sense of their own integrity, without regard to 
the opinion of others. If we have not such a foun- 
dation as this^ there is no help against scandal, but 
heing in obscurity, which to noble minds is not 
bein^ at all. The truth of it is, this love of praise 
dwells most in great and heroic spirits ; and those 
who best deserve it have generally the most exqui- 
site relish of it. Methinks I see the renowned Alex- 
tader, after a painful and laborious march, amidst 
the heats of a parched soil and a burning climate, 
sitting over the head of a fountain, and, after a 
draught of water, pronounce that memorable say- 
JDg, ** Oh! Athenians! How much do I sufler, 
tlua you may speak well of me }" The Athenians 
were at that time the learned of the world, and 
their libels against Alexander were written, as he 
was a professed enemy of their state. But how 
i&onstroos would such invectives have appeared in 
•Macedonians ! * 

' Aa love of reputation is a darling passion in great 
men, so the defence of them in this particular is 
the business of every man of Jionour. and honesty. 
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We should run on such an occasion, as if a publi 
building was on fire, to their relief; and all wh 
spread or publish such detestable pieces as traduc 
their merit should be used like incendiaries. It i 
the common cause of our country to support the re 
putation of those who preserve it against invaden 
and every man is attacked in the person of that n«]gh 
bour who deserves well of him. 

From my own Apartment, November 9. 

The chat I had to-day at White's about fame aw 
scandal put me in mind of a person who has oftai 
writ to me unregarded, and has a very modaraH 
ambition in this particular. His name, it seems^ if 
Charles Lillie, and he recommends himself to ID3 
observation as one that sold snuff next door to thi 
Fountain Tavern, in the Strand, and was burnt out 
when he began to have a reputation in his way. 

" Mr. Bickerstafp, 
" I suppose, through a hurry of business, yai 
have either forgot me, or lost my last of this 
ture, which was to beg the favour of being advi 
tageously exposed in your paper, chiefly for tlui 
putation of snuff. Be pleased to pardon this trsm 
ble from. Sir, your very humble servant, 

CI 

" I am a perfumer, at the comer of Beaufort 
Buildings, in the Strand." 

This same Charles leaves it to me to say whal I 
will of him ; and I am not a little pleased with tin 
ingenious manner of his address. Taking aniiff 
what I have declared against ; but, as his Holil 
the Pope allows whoring for the taxes raised by 
ladies of pleasure ; so I, to repair the loss of an 1 
happy trader^ indulge all persons in that cuitoiQ 
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keaml will tell you, that people in clobds must 
be confined to speak sense; and I hope we that 
' ] rre them may claim the same privilege. 
Bf er I am« I shall always be. Sir, 

Your most obedient, most humble servant." 

I think tbey ought, in those parts where the mate* 
rials are so easy to work, and at the same time so 
Inrable^ wh^n any one of their heroes comes home 
irom the wan, to erect his statue in snow upon the 
DBOUDtains, there to remain from generation to gew 
seratiOD*. 

•A gentleman who is apt to expatiate upon any 
bint, took this occasion to deliver his opinion upon 
Mr ordinary method of sending young gentlemen 
(•travel for their education. '' It is certain,'^ said he, 
^ if gentlemen travel at an age proper for them, 
(uring the course of their voyages their accounts to 
meir nriends, and after their return their discourses 
wA conversations, will have in them something 
ibove what we can meet with, from those who have 
Bot had those advantages.'' At the same time it is 
lo be observed, that every temper and genius is not 
fwHfied for this way of improvement. Men may 
change their climate, but they cannot their nature. 
A man that goes out a fool cannot ride or sail him- 
idf into common sense. Therefore, let me but 
walk oiver London Bridge with a young man, and I 
will tell you infallibly whether going over the Rialto 
tt Venice will make him wiser. 

It is not to be imagined how many I have saved 
IB my time from banishment, by letting their pa- 
rents know they were good for nothing. But this is 
to be done with much tenderness. There is my 
cousin Harry has a son, who is the dullest mortal 
tlnut ever was bom into our house \ he had got his 
Uxuik and bis books all; packed up to be transported 

VOL. III. F 
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into foreign parts, for no reaaon but because ths 
boy neyer talked ; and his &ther said, he wanted te 
know the world. I could not say to a fond parsot 
that the boy was dull ; bat looked grave, and iM 
him, ^' the youth was very thoughtful, and I feand 
he might have some doubts about religion, with 
which it was not proper to go into Roman Catholic 
countries/' He is accordingly kept here until he 
declares himself upon some points, which I 9m wan 
he will never think of. By this means I have pie- 
vented the dishonour of having a fool of our home 
laughed at in all parts of Europe. He is now with 
his father upon his own estate, and he has scipt^ (0 
me to -get him a wife, which I shallido with ail om^ 
venient speed; but it shall be soch a one, wiuw 
good nature shall hide his faults, and good team 
supply them. The truth of it is, that race is of the 
true British kind. They are of our country oaiT^ 
It hurts them to transplant them, and thegr an mih 
•troyed if you pretend to improve them. 11 «f 

this solid make are not to be hurried up jum- 4 
the world, for, if I may so jpeak, they : < 

rally at their wit's end ; and it is an imperfei« 
to disturb their repose, that they may give yvu 
a history of their bodily occurrences, which im 
they are capable of obsenring. Harry had an « 
brother who was tried in this way ; I remember 
he could talk of at his return was, " That he. «■■ 
like to have been drowned at such a place; he JaH 
out of a chaise at another ; be had a better stonadi 
wben he moved northward than when he turned to 
coarse to the parts in the aeiith,^' aad so forth, it 
is, therefore, y&ry much to be considerad, whai 
sense a person has of things when he is setting oat| 
md if he then knows none «f his frioids and ac- 
maintanoe but by their deaths and faces, it ia 
milBble opiaioii, that he etay at iwaieu Hiipaii 
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rfioold take care to marry him^ and lee what they 
caa get oat of him that way; for there is a certain 
t of meQ> who are no otherwise to be regarded 
not as they descend from men of consequence, and 
may beget valuable successors. And if we consider 
that men are to be considered only as they are useful, 
while a stupid wretch is at the head of a great fa* 
mily, we may say, the race is suspended, as pro* 
perly as» when it is all gone, we say it is extinct. 

From n^ own Apartment, November 1 1. 

J had several hints, and advertisements from un^* 
koowB hands^ that some, who are enemies to my 
Ubottns desiga to demand the fashionable way of 
latialaction for the disturbance my Lucubrations 
\m% given them. I confess, as things now stand, 1 
do Bot know how to deny such inviters, and am 
praparing myself accordingly. I have bought pumps 
and files, and am every morning practising in my 
chamber. My neighbour, the dancing master, has 
liemanded of me^ *.* why I take this liberty, since I 
woakd not allow it him ? but I answered, " his was 
m- act of an indifierent nature, and mine of ne- 
CSMity.^' My la^ treatises against duels have so far 
diMbliged the fraternity of the noble science of de- 
tece, that I can get none of them to show me so 
ttaoh as one pass. I am, therefore, obliged to 
hara by book; and have accordingly several vo- 
James, wherein all the postures are exactly deii« 
Mted« 1 must confess, 1 am shy of letting people 
Me me at this exercise, because of my ilaimcl 
vaktooat, and my spectacles, which I am forced to 
Iz OB, the better to observe the posture of the 
caemy. 

I have upon my chamber- walls drawn at full 
length the figures of all sorts of men, from eight 
feet to three leet two inches. Within this height, I 
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take it, that all the fighting men of Great-Brit 
are comprehended. £ut^ as I push, I make allow 
ances for my being of a lank and spare body, and 
have chalked out in every figure my own dimen- 
sions; for I scorb to rob any man of his life bj 
taking advantage of his breadth : therefore, 1 piess 
purely in a line down from his nose, and take m 
more of him to assault than he has of me : for, U 
speak impartially, if a lean fellow wounds a fat oai 
in any part to the right or left, whether it be in carii 
or in tierce, beyond the dimensions of thie said leai 
feliow^s own breadth, I take it to be murder,, ixui 
such a murder as is below, a gentleman to commit 
As I am spare, I am also very tall, and behave my- 
self with relation to that advantage with the aam< 
punctilio; and I am ready to stoop or stand, ^aC1 
cording to the stature of my adversary. I mi 
confess, I have had great success this morning, ao^ 
iiave hit every figure round the^ room in a. mor 
part, without receiving the least hurt, except a litui 
scratch by falling on my face, in pushing at one ai 
the lower end of my chamber; but I recove -m 
<]uick, and jumped so nimbly into my guard, i 
if he had been alive, he could not have hurt i 
It is confessed I have written against diiels i 
some warmth ; but in all my discourses I have i 
ever said that I knew how a gentleman could av( 
a duel if he were provoked to it ; and since tlow 
custom is now become a law, I know nothing I 
■the legislative power, with new animadversions upi 
it, can put us in a capacity of denying challej ni 
though we were afterwards hanged for it But 
more of this at present. As things stand, I i 
put up no more afironts; and I shall be so far ^ 
•taking ill words, that I will not take ill looks. : i. 
therefore, warn all hot young fellows not to \6ok 
iiereafter more terrible than their neighboun: fos; 
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Htbtfy- stare at am with their hats cocked higher 

than other people, 1 will not bear it. Nay, I give 

waririDg to' all people in general to look kindly at 

me; -for I will bear no frowns, even from ladies; 

mid if any woman pretends to look scornfully at me, 

^thall demand satisfaction of the next of kin of the 

ttaKdliiie gender. ^ 
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^ non erriitei, fecerat UU mixut. MART. I. 29. 

' Had he not err'd^ bis glorj had been le«. 
•• • • 

* WilFi Coffet'hOuie, November 14. 

• 

That which we call gallantry to women seems to be 
the heroic yirtae of private persons ; and there never 
breathed one man, who did not> in that part of his 
days wherein he was recommending himself to his 
BMiBtress, do something beyond his ordinary course 
of life. As this has a yery great effect even upon 
the -most slow and common men; so^ upon such 
as h "finds qualified witly virtue and merits it shines 
dot in proportionable degrees of excellence. It 
gitei new grace to the most eminent accomplish* 
Ibeats; and he, who of himself has either wit, wis- 
Anii» or valour, exerts each of these noble endow* 
mentB, when he becomes a lover, with a certain 
btaOty of action above what was ever observed in 
hiai before; and all \yho are without any one of 

f3 
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these qualities are to be looked upon at the Tabbla 
of mankind. 

I was talking after tiiis manner in a comer of 
this place with an old acquaintance, whcu taking 
me by the hand, said, '' Mr. Bickerstafi^ your din 
course recaUs to my mind a .story, which I hftvp 
longed to tell you ever since I read that article 
wherein you desire your friends to give you accounts 
of obscure merit." The story I had of him is li- 
terally true, and well known to be so in the country 
wherein the circumstances were transacted. lie 
acquainted me with the names of the persons con- 
cerned, which I shall change into feigned . onoft; 
there being a respect due to their families that art 
still in being, as well as that the names themseWct 
would not be so familiar to an English ear. The 
adventure really happened in Denmark; and if I 
can remember all the passages, I doubt not but it 
will be as moving to my readers as it was to me. 

Clarinda and Chloe, two very fine women, were 
bred up as sisters in the family of Romeo, who yni 
the father of Chloe, and the guardian of Clarinda;* 
Philander, a young gentleman of a good peuum, 
and charming conversation, being a friend of oU 
Borneo, frequented his house, and by that meant 
was much in conversation with the young ladies 
though still in the presence of the father and Ult 
guardian. The ladies both entertained a aecrat 
passion for him, and could see well enough^ noU 
withstanding the delight which he really took in 
Eoraeo's conversation, that there was tomethiaf 
more in his heart, which made him so atsiduiMit ^ 
visitant. Each of them thought herself the happj: 
woman ; but the person beloved was Chloe. It ba(H 
pened that both of them were at a play in a car-f 
naval evening, when it is the fashion there, as wM 
as in most countries of Europe, . both . for moa aiid 
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womea to appear in masks and disguison. It was 
on that memorable night, in the year 1019, uhen 
the playhouse, by aome unhappy accident, was set 
on fire. Philander, in the first hurry of the dis- 
aster, immediately ran where his treasure was; 
bant open the door of the box, snatched the lady up 
in his arms; and, with unspeakable resolution and 
good finrtune, carried her off safe. He was no 
soraier out of the crowd, but he sat her down ; and, 
grasping her in his arms, with all the raptures of a 
deserving lover, " How happy am I,'' says he, " in 
an opportunity to tell you I love you more than all 
things, and of showing you the sincerity of ray 
passion at the very first declaration of it ! ^' — " My 
dear, dear Philander," says the lady, pulling ofifher 
mask, " this is not a time for art ; you are much 
dearer to me than the life you have preserved ; and 
the joy of my present deliverance does not transport 
me so much as the passion which occasioned it." 
Who can tell the grie^ the astonishment, the terror, 
that appeared in the face of Philander, when he saw 
the person he spoke to was Clarinda? After a short 

I pibise^ " Madam," says he, with the looks of a 
dead man, " we lae both mistaken ;" and imme- 
diately flew away, without hearing the distressed 

i jClarinda, who baud just strength enough to cry out, 
f Croel Philander ! why did you not leave me in the 
theatre?" Crowds of people immediately gathered 
about her, and, after having brought her to herself^ 
conveyed her to the house of the good old unhappy 
Eomea Philander was now pressing against a 
whole tide of people at the doors of the theatre, 
and striving to enter with more earnestness than any 
there endeavoured to get out. He did it at last, 
and with much difliculty forced his way to the box 
vfaere his bciloved Chloe stood, expecting her fate 
amidst this scene of terror and distraction. Sht 
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revived at the sight of Philander, who fell about be 
neck with a tenderness not to be expressed ; and 
amidst a thousand sobs and sighs, told her his lore 
and his dreadful mistake. The stage was ifiow ii 
flames, and the whole house full of smoke i t 
entrance was quite barred up with heaps of peep 
who had fallen upon one another as they iendeavouro 
to get ovtii Swords were drawn, shrieks heard oi 
all sides; and, in short, no possibility of an es) 
for Philander himself, had he been capable « 
making it without his Chloe. But his mind i 
above such a thought, and wholly employed 
weeping, condoling, and comforting. He catcl 
her in his arms. The fire surrounds them, whn 

■ ' I cannot go on 

Were I an ii^fidel> misfortunes like this w< 
convince me that there must be an hereafter t n 
who can believe that so much virtue could mei 
with so great distress without a following reward 
As for my part, I a^ so old-fashioned, as firmly t 
believe, that all who perish in such generous enfeei 
prises are relieved from the further exercise of \ih 
and Providence, which sees their virtue consumm 
and manifest, takes them to an immediate tev 
in a being more suitable to the grandeur of itm 
spirits. What else can wipe away our tears> wl 
we contemplate such undeserved, such irrep; >i 
distresses? It was a sublime thought in so i 
the heathens of old ; 

Qua grutia currum 

Arrmmimquejuit vtvis, qu4e citra nitentet 

Fascere eipMS, eadem $equitur tellure repottoL Via 

That is, in other words, '' The same employmen 
and inclinations which were the entertainment • 
virtuous men upon earth make up their happiness 
Elysium.^^ 
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JP^om my own Apartment, November 14. 

• When I came home this eTening, I found a pre^ 
•ent from Mr. Charles Lillie, the perfumer, at the 
comer of Beaafort-buildings^ with a letter of thanks 
fyr the mention I made of him. He tells me, " se- 
Teral of my gentle readers have obliged me in buying 
«t his shop upon my recommendation/' I have in- 
spired into the man*s capacity, and find him an 
wept in his way. He has several helps to discourse 
htsidc^ snufl^ which is the best Barcelona, and sells 
in orange-flower water, which seems to me to have 
ID it the right spirit of brains; and I am informed, 
i he extracts it according to the manner used in 
[ Gresham -College *. I recommend it to the hand- 
^ kerchiefs of all young pleaders. It cures or sup- 
[ plies all pauses and hesitations in speech, and 
;i cieates.a general alacrity of the spirit. When it fs 
' ued as a gargle, it gives volubility to the tongue, 
' and never fails of that necessary step towards pleasing 
others, making a man pleased with himself. I have 
taken security of him, that he shall not raise the 
M ^oe of any of his commodities for these oi' any 
''I other occult qualities in them; but he is to sell 
"l them at the same price which you give at the com- 
'I Bion perfumers. Mr. Lillie has brought further se- 
' j Gority, that he will not sell the boxes made for poli- 
''t ticians to lovers; nor, on the contrary, those proper 
I for lovers to men of speculation : *' At this time, to 
I avoid confusion, the best orangerie for beaux, and 
> right musty for politicians.'^ 

J %* My almanack is to be published on the 
^^ hveifty-^second, and from that instant all lovers, in 



^ laptares or epistles, are to forbear the comparison of 
* The Roj^al Society then met at Gresham-CoUege. 



\i 



I 
I 
I 



dS TATLEIU V 9i 

their mistresses' eyes to stars : I having made use < 
that simile in my dedication for the last timeH sha 
iever pass^ and on the properest occasion that it \ 
ever employed. M^ ladies are hereby d« 
take notice, that they never receive that 
in payment £or ajiy similies they shall bestow 
future. 

tit On Saturday night last a gentlewoman'i 
band strayed from theplay-houae in the Hay-n 
If the lady who was seen to take him up will i 
tiim, she shall be asked no questions, he being mp 
V«e but to the owner. 
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Interna dnLcet pendent circum oscula nati. 
Casta pudicitiam sei^vat domus ■ 

VIRQ, OeoTgr U 

His cnres are easM widi iutercah of bliss ; 
Hift little ciiiidren. climbiDg for u kiss, 
Welconie their father's late return at night; 
His laithiul hed is crovru'd with chaste delight. 

DRY 

From my own Apartment, November IQ. 

There are several persons who 'have ipany pie: 
and entertain men is in their possession, which 
do not enjoy. It is, therefore, a kind and gooi 
^ce to acquaint them with their own happineM^ 
turn their attention to such instances of their 
fortune ai they are apt to overlook. Persons ^ 
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wd state often want such a monitor; and pine 
'tbeirdayf> by looking upon the same condi*' 
ia anguish and murmur, which carrieH with it 
a opinion of others a complication of all the 

a of life, and a retreat from its inquietudes. 

led into this tbooght by a visit I made an old 

a, who was formerly my school- fellow. He 

lie town last week with his family ^br the win- 

ifid yesterday morning sent me word his wife 

pted me to dtnner. I am as it were at home at 

boose, and every member of it knows me for 

well-wislier. 1 cannot indeed express the plea« 

it is, to be met by the children with so much 

\$ I am when I go thither. The boys and girls 

is who shall come tirst, when they think it is I 

am knocking at the door ; and that child which 

the race to me runs back again to tell the father 

Mr. Bickerstaff. This day I was led in by a 

;y girl, that we all thought must have forgot 

for the family has been out of town these two 

$, Her knowing me again was a mighty subject 

us, and took up our discourse at the Brat en- 

oe, -After which, they began to rally upon 

wsand little stories they heard in the country 

It my marriage to one of my neighbour's daugh- 

Upon which the gentleman, my friend, said, 
ay, if Mr. Bickerstaff marries a child of any of 
rid companions, I hope mine shall have the pre- 
Dce; there is Mrs. Mary is now sixteen, and 

make him as fine a widow as the best of them. 
X know him too well; he is so enamoured with 
Tery memory of those who flourished in our 

^ that he will not so much as look upon the 

a beauties. I remember, old gentleman, how 

you went home in a day to refresh your coun- 

.nce and dress, when Teraminta reigned in your 

Aa we came up in the coach, 1 repeated to 
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niy wife some of your verses on her.'* Wiib 

reflexions on little passages which happtined 

ago, we passed our time, during a cheertiil an< 

gant meal. After dinner, his lady left the rooi 

did also the children. As soon as we were aloti« 

took me by the hand ; *' Well, my good frk 

says he, " I am heartily glad to see- thee; I 

afraid you would never have seen all the com 

that dined with you to-day again. Do not you t 

the goo<l woman of the house a little altered, 

you follpwed her from the play-house,, to fin 

who. she was for me?'' I perceived- a tear fall 

bis cheek as he spoke, which moved me not a 

But, to turn the discourse, I said, " She is n 

deed quit^ that creature she was, when she reti 

me the letter 1 carried from you ; and told me, 

hoped, as I was a gentleman, I would be emp 

DO more to trouble her, who had never offended 

but would-be so much the gentleman's friend, 

dissuade him from a pursuit, which he could 

succeed in.' You may remember, I thought \ 

earnest^ and you were forced to employ your c 

Willf who made his sister get acquainted witl 

for you. You cannot expect her to be for ev 

teen." — " Fifteen !" replied my good friend : *' 

you little understand, you that have lived a bac 

how great, how exquisite a pleasure there i 

being really beloved ! It is impossible, that the 

beauteous face in nature should raise in me 

pleasing ideas, as when I look upon that exc 

woman. That fading in her countenance is c 

caused by her watching with me, in my^fever. 

was .followed by a fit of sickness, which had I 

have carried her off last winter. I tell you sine 

I have so many obligations to tier, that I a 

with any sort of moderation, think of her p 

istate of health. But as to what you say of fi 



I 
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she gives me every day pleasures beyond what I ever 
knew ia the possessioa of her beauty^ when I was in 
the yigoar of yonth. Every moment of her life 
brings me fresh instances of her complacency to my 
ioclinationsy and her prudence in regard to my for- 
tune. Her face is to me much more beautiful than 
when I first saw it; there is no decay in any feature 
iHiich I cannot trace, from the very instant it was 
oocasioDed by some anxious concern for my welfare 
and interests. Thus, at the same time, methinks, 
the love I conceived towards her for what she was 
is heightened by my gratitude for what she is. The 
love of a wife is as much above the idle passion com- 
monly called by that name> as the loud laughter of 
bofibons is inferior to the elegant mirth of gentlemen. 
Oh! she is an inestimable jewel. In her examina* 
tion of her household affairs, she shows a certain 
fearfiilness to find a fault, which makes her servants 
obey her like children ; and the meanest we have 
bas an ingenuous shame for an offence, not always 
to he seen in children in other families. I speak 
freely to you, my old friend: ever since her sickness, 
things that gave me the quickest joy before turn 
BOW to a certain anxiety. As the children play in 
the next room, I know the poor things by their 
steps, and am considering what they must do, should 
t tbey lose . their mother in their tender years. The 
t plrasure I used to take in telling my boy stories of 
battles, and asking my girl questions about the dis- 
posal of her baby, and the gossipping of it, is turned 
into inward reflexion and melancholy.'' 

He would have gone on in this tender way, when 
the good lady entered, and with an inexpressible 
iwieetness in her countenance told us, " she has been 
searching her closet for something very good, to 
treat .such an old friend as I was." Her husband's 

VOL. III. ' G 
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ey«8 fptrkled with pWasure at ihci cheerfulness of 
Imf countenance; and I saw all his fears vanish in 
lain instant The lady observing something in ma 
looks which showed we had been more serious thai 
ordinary^ and seeing her husband receive her witfc 
great concern under a forced cheerfulness^ immt' 
diately guessed at what we had been talking of; wad 
applying hersejf to nae, said^ with a smile, ^ Mr 
Bickerstatif) do not believe a word of what he telli 

rou, I shall still live to have you for my second, ai 
have often promised you, unless he takes mon 
care of himself than he has done since fiis comib| 
to town. You must know, he tells me thiit he findi 
London is a much more healthy place than the coub 
try; for he sees several of his old acquaintftnce anc 
school-fellows are here young ftllowa with fair fidl 
bottomed periwigs, I could scarce keep hiib thii 
morning from going out open-breasted,'* My IViei 
who is always extremely delighted with her agree 
able humour, made her sit down with us. She die 
it with that easiness which is peculiar to women tfl 
sense ; and to keep up the good humour she haf 
brought in with her, turned her raillery upon mft 
''Mr. BickerstafF, you remember you followed 
one night from the play-house ; suppose you shoi 
carry me thither to-morrow night, and lead me 
the front-box.'* This put us into a long field of qis* 
course about the beauties, who were mothers to Um 
present, and shined in the boxes twenty years ago. 1 
told her, " I was glad she had transferred so many oi 
her charms, and I did not question but lier eldeii 
daughter was within half a year of being a Tt)] ' 

We were pleasing ourselves with this fanti 
preferment of the young lady, when on a sow 
we were alarmed with the noise of a drum, and ii 
mediately entered my little godson to give me a poia 
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•f #ar*. His mother^ between laughing tnd chid- 
ing, would hare put him oot of the room; but I 
ireald not part with him bo. I found Upon conver* 
ntioo with him> though he was a little noisy in his 
mirth, that the child had elccellent parts, and was 
a great matter of ail the learning on the other side 
eight yearfe old. I perceiTcd him a yery great histo* 
rian in .^Ssop's Fables : but he frankly declared to 
\ me his mind, " that he did not delisht in that learn- 
ing, because he did not believe they were true;'' 
I for which reason I found he had very much turned 
' his studies, for about a twelTe^mouth past, into the 
lires and adventures of Don Bellianis of Greece, Guy 
of Warwick, 'the Seven Champions, and other histo- 
Hatts of that age. I could not but observe the satis- 
• faction the father took in the fon/i'ardness of his 
? son; and that these diversions might turn to some 
i:- profit, I found the boy had made remarks, which 
might be of service to him during the course of his 
whole life. He would tell you the mismanagements 
of John Hickathrift, find rault with the passionate 
■A temper in Bevis of Southampton, and loved Saint 
Oedrge for being the champion of England; and by 
tf this means had his thoughts insensibly moulded into 
lu the notions of discretion, virtue, and honour. I was 
te extollitig his accomplishments, when the mother 
ii- told me, ^that the little girl who led me in this 
be; flwming was iti her way a better scholar than he. 
1 Betty ,^ says she, " deals chiefly in fairies and 
of lprightS( and sometimes in a winter-night will ter- 
3Si nfy the maids with her accounts, until they ar^ 

afraid to go tfp to bed.'' 
:ai I sat with them until it was very late, sometimes 
ei in ne^y, sometimes in serious discourse, with this 
iwrticutet pleasure, which gives the only true relisl\ 

I * See TAts.ER» No. 114; sged 1^ here onljr %. 

i G 2 






64 TATLER* N» S 

to all conversation, a sense that every one of as HI 
eath other. I went home, considering the difiere 
conditions of a married life and that of a bachelo 
and I must confess it struck me with a secret co 
cern, to reflect, that whenever I go off I shall lev 
no traces behind me. In this pensive mood I reto 
to my family; that is to say, to my maid, my d 
and my cat, who only can be the better or worse t 
what happens to me. 



N» 96. SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 19, 1701 



Ji mihi demum vivere et frui animd videtur, qui aUquo negai 
hUentus, pneclari facinorU out ar^ bonce VofHom qtuniL 

SALL. BelL O 

In my opinion, he only may be truly sud to live, and enjoy h 
being, who is engaged in some laudable pursuit, and aCqfldr 
a name by some illustrious action, or useful art. 

From my own Apartment, November It. 

It ha^ cost me very much care and thought I 
marshal and fix the people under their proper di 
nominations, and .to range them according to the 
respective characters. These my endeavours ha^ 
been received with unexpected success in one kin 
but neglected in another : for though I have man 
readers, I have but few converts*. This must ce 
tainly proceed from a false opinion, that what 
«write is designed rather to amqse and entertaini jthi 
convince and instruct. I entered upon my Ema 
with a declaration that I should considet. mankii 
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itk qake another manner than they had hitherto beeii 
' represented to the ordinary world; and asserted^ that 
none but an useful life should he, with me, any life 
at alL Butf lest this doctrine should have made 
this small progress towards the conviction of maor- 
kind, because it may have appeared to the unlearned 
light and whimsical, I most take leave to unfold 
the wisdom and antiquity of my proposition in 
these my Essays, to wit, that " every worthless man 
•is a dead man.'' This notion is as old as Pythagoras, 
in whose school it was a point of discipline, that rf 
among the 'Ajcsarmoi, or probationers, there were any 
who grew weary of studying to be useful, and re- 
turned to an idle life, they were to regard them as 
dead; and, upon their departing, to perform their 
obsequies, and raise them tombs, with inscriptions 
to warn others of the like mortality, and quicken 
tbem to resolutions of refining their souls above that 
wretched state. It is upon a like supposition, that 
young ladies, at this very time, in Roman Catholic 
countries, are received into some nunneries with 
their coffins, and with the pomp of a foruial funeral, 
to signify, that henceforth they are to be of no fui'- 
thsr use, and consequently dead. Nor was Pytha- 
goras himself the first author of this symbol^ with 
wliom, and with the Hebrews, it was generally re- 
ceived. Much more might be offered in illustration 
of this doctrine from sacred authority, which I re- 
commend to my reader's own reflexion; who will 
easily recollect, from places which I do not think 
lU toqoote here, the forcible manner of applying tire 
^oida dead and living to men, as they are good or 
bad. 

I have, therefore, composed the following scheme 
*of existence for the*, benefit both of the living arrd 
•the dead; though chiefly for the laiter, whom 'I 
'most desiij^ to read it with all poalbl^aMMJUion. hi 
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the numbcir of the dead I coin(>rehend M p 
>ef Mrhat title or dignity soever, who bestow 
their time in eating and drinking, to «uppo 
imaginary exidtence of theirs, which they ca 
or in dressing and adorning those shadows and 
ritions, which are looked upon by the vulgar 
men and women. In short, whoever resides 
world without having any business m it, and 
away an age withont ever thinking on the 
for which he was sent hither, is to me a dec 
4oiall intents and purposes ; and I desire that \ 
•be so reputed. The living are only those tl 
some way or other laudably employed in t 
provement of their own minds, or for tlie adi 
of others ; and even amongst these, I shall only 
.into their lives that part of their time 'which J 
<spent in tlie manner above-mentioned. Bj 
means, I am afraid, we shall find the loiKi*c 
not to consist of many months, and the .gr< 
of the earth to be quite Am peopled. Accoi 
this system we may observe, that some hku : 
at twc^nty years of age, ^me at thirty, $ 
.threesc(M'e, and some not above an hour befo 
die : nay, we may observe multitudes that d 
out ever being born, as well as many dead 
that fill up the bulk of mankind, and make 
figure in the eyes of the ignorant, than th 
are alive, and in their proper and flilliitate of 
However, ' since there may be many good 
that pay their taxes, and live peaceably in i 
brtations, who are not yet born, or have dep 
life several years fiii\ce, my design js, to en 
both to join themselves as soon as possible 
number of the living. For as I invite the f< 
break forth into being, and become good fi 
thing; so I allow the latter a state of resm 
.which I chiefly mention for the .sake pf a per 
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has kkely poblisbed an advMliseaieo^ with seyenil 
KamkHis terma ia it» that do by no means l»ecoin« 
a dead man to give: it U my departed friend John 
Bartridge, who concludes the adTertisement of hia 
next year's almanack, with the following note : 

** Whereas it has been industriously given out by 
h^EBC BickerstaK Esquire, and others, to prevent the 
sale of this year's almanack, that John Partridge ia 
dead: this may inform all his loving countrymen, 
that he is still living in health, and they are knaves 
that reported it otherwise. ,, , p ,, 

From my own Apartment, November 1 8. 

When an engineer finds his guna have not had 
their intended enect, he changes his battoiies. I ani 
forced at present to lake this method ; and instead 
of continuing to write against the singularity some 
are guilty of in their habit and behaviour, i shall 
henceforward desire them to persevere in it; and not 
only so, but shall take it as a favour uf all the cox- 
combs in the town, if they will set marks upon 
themselves, and by some particular in their dress 
show to what class they belong. It would be very 
obliging in all such persons, who feel in themselves 
that they are not of sound understanding to give 
the world notice of it, and i^pare mankind the pains 
of finding them out. A cane upon the fifth button 
^11 firom henceforth be the type of a Dapper ; red- 
heeled shoes, and an hat hung upon one side of the 
head, shall signify a Smart ; a good periwig made 
Mto a twisty with a hrisk cock, shall speak a Mettled 
Fellow; and an upper lip covered with snu(F, denote 
t Cofiee-house Statesman. But as it is required tfmt 
all coxcombs hang out their signs, it is ou the olhe^ 
hand expected that men of real merit should avoid 
any thing particular in their dress, gait, or beha- 



▼iour. ¥or> as We old men delight in prov< 
cannot forbear bringing out one on thisoo 
^' That good wine needs no bush." • I mt 
4eave this, subject without reflecting on seven 
sons I have lately met with> who at a distance 
"Very terrible; but upon a stricter inquiry int< 
looks and features^ appear as meek and harm 
any of my own neighbours. These are countr 
tlemeni who of late years have taken up an h 
of coming to town in red coats, whom an arc 
of my acquaintance used to describe very we 
calling them, "sheep in wolve)»^ cloathing.^' 
often wondered^ that honest gentlemen, wfa 
good lieighbours, and live quietly in their owi 
sessions, should take it in their heads to fright< 
town after this unreasonable manner. I shall 
myself obliged, if they persist in so unnatural a 
notwithstanding any posts they may have i 
militia, to give away their red coats to- any < 
soldiery who shall think fit to strip them, pre 
the said soldiers can make it appear that they h 
to a regiment where there is a deficiency ii 
cloathing. 

About two days ago I was walking in the 
and accidentally met a rural esquire, cloathed 
the types above mentioned, with a carriage an 
haviour made entirely out of his own head. H 
of a bulk and stature larger than ordinary, had 
coat, flung open to show a gay calamanco wais 
His periwig fell in a very considerable bush 
each shoulder. His arms naturally swang at a 
reasonable distance from his sides; which, wit 
advantage of a cane that he brandished in a 
variety of irregular motions, made it unsafe foi 
one to walk within several yards of him. Ii 
manner he took up the whole Mall, his sped 
moving on each side of it,- whilst he cpckedu 
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hat» and marched directly for Westmintter. I can* 
not tell who this gentleman is^ but for my comfort^ 
m^ gay with the lover in Terence^ who lost sight of 
a fine vonng lady, 'f Wherever thou art» thou canit 
not be long concealed/' 

St, Jamciz Coffce-hoUse, November 18. 

^y letters from Paris, of the sixteenth, we are iif- 
fonned that the French king, the princes of the blood, 
stnd the elector of Bavaria, had lately killed fifly-fiive 
pheasants. 



*^^ Whereas several have industriously spread 
sbrrad> that I am in partnership with Charles 
LiHie, the perfumer, at the corner of Beaufort- 
boil^ings; I most say, with my friend Partridge, 
that tl^y are knaves who reported it. However^ 
•ince the said Charles has promised that all hi/i 
customers shall be mine, I must desire all mine 
to be his; and dare answer for him, th^t if you 
ask in my name for snufiP, Hungary or orangn 
water, you shall have the best the town affords, 
at the cheapest rate. 
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N» 9^. TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 22» llbi. 



Jllud fnaiime rarum gemu est eorumt ijui out excellenie hufeni 
ntix^tudinet out pro'clarA ervditione atque doctrinA, tm 
nirdque'te onu^i, apitinm deHberMdi KahueiiiMt ^fixm ^ 
fisMfHtlm vitx curtum aequi ve/fenL ItJL]* 

There are very few perRons of extraordinary geniui, or emiii 
for learning and other nohje endowments, who have Lm 
Sufficient time to consider what particular course of life the] 
OBglit to pursue. 

From my own Apartfnent, November SI. 

Hating swept avriiy prodigious multitncles id ttj 
h6t paper^ and brought a great destruction iip6n ml 
a^n species^ I must endeavour in this to faise if 
tecniitSy and, if possible, to supply the places of i 
unborn and the deceased. It is said of Xerxes, t 
Hrhen he stood upon a hi1l> and saw the wholfe coov 
try round hinr covered with hi* army, he bu 
into tears, to think that not ^bne of that mCimt 
would be alive an hundred years after. For my j 
when I take a survey of this populous city, I < 
scarce forbear weeping, to see how few of its inii» 
bitantsare now living. It was with this thought thtt 
I drew up my last bill of mortality, and endeavourec 
to set out in it the great number of persons whohavf 
perished by a distemper commonly known by th< 
name of idleness, which has long raged in the wo 
and destroys more in every great town than i 
plague has done at Dantzick. To repair the mischw 
it has done, and stock the world with a better raa 
of mortals, I have more hopes of bringing to lifi 
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woods to town last Noyember. He was at that time 
one of those coaotiy savages, who despise the soft- 
ness they meet in town and court; and professedly 
ifadw their strength and ronghness in every motion 
and gesture, in scorn of our bowing and cringing. 
He was, at his first appearance, very remarkable 
for that piece of good breeding peculiar to natural 
Britons, to wit, defiance; and showed everyone he 
met he was as good a man as he. But, in the midst 
Qf all his fierceness, he would sometimes attend the 
discourse of a man of sense, and look at the charms 
ofabeauty, with his eyes and mouth open. He 
was in this posture when, in the beginning of last 
l)ecember, he was shot by Cleora from a side-box. 
prom that moment he softened into humanity, for- 
got his dogs and horses, and now moves and speaks 
with civility and address* 

Wat. Wisdom, by the death of an' elder brother, 
came to a great estate, when he had proceeded just 
iar enough in his studies to be very impertinent, 
aad at the years when the law gives him possession 
of his fi>rtnne, and his own constitution is too warm 
jfor the management of it Orson is learning to 
fence and dance, to please and fight for his mistress; 
and Walter preparing fine horses, and a jingling 
chariot to enchant her. All persons concerned 
will appear at the next opera, where will begin the 
wild-goose chace; and 1 doubt Fabio will see him- 
wlf so overlooked for Orson or Walter^ as to turn 
Us eyes on the modest passion and becoming lau- 
l^r m the countenance of Diana; it being my de- 
jnpk to supply with the art of love, all those who 
preserve the sincere passion of it 

WiWs Coffee-house, Novanher 23. 

An ingenious and worthy gentleman, my ancient 
inead, fell into discourse with me tl^ evening 
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r- " My dear Hercules/* says she, " I find 
yery mach divided in your own thoughts, u 
way of life that you ought to choose. Be m; 
and follow me ; I will lead you into the p* 
of pleasure, and out of the reach of pain, anc 
you from all the noise and disquietude of 1 
The affairs of either war or peace shall 1 
power to disturb you. Your whole employro 
be, to make your life easy, and to enterta 
sense with its proper gratification. Sumptuoi 
beds of roses, clouds of perfumes, concerts ( 
crouds of beauties, are all in readiness to rea 
Come along with me into this region of deli| 
world of pleasure, and bid farewell for ever tc 
pain, to business/* . 

i Hercules, hearing the lady talk afler this 
desired to know her name; to which she ai 
'f My friends, and those who are well ac 
^ith me, call me Happiness: but my enein 
thoisA who would injure my reputation^ ha 
me the name of Pleasure/* 

• By this time the other lady was come up, 
dressed herself to the young hero in a very 
manner. ■ 

• «' Hercules,*' says she, '* I offer up mysel 
because I know you are descended from t 
and give proofs of that-descent by your love t 
and application to the studies proper for y 
This makes me hope you will gain both for 
and me an immortal reputation. But« before 
you into my society and friendship, I will 
and sincere with you,, and must lay down tl 
established truth. That there is nothing truly \ 
which' can he purchased without pains and 
The gods have set a price upon every real ai 
plramre. If you. would gain the favour of t 
)iMi must be at the pains of worshipping bin 
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frieodship of good men, you must study to oblige 
them ; if you would be honoured by your country* 
you most take care to serve it. In short, if you 
would be eminent in war or peace, you must be- 
come master of all the qualifications that can make 
yon so. These are the only terms and conditions 
npoD which I can propose happiness.'' The goddess 
fa Pleasure here broke in upon her discourse* ** Yoa 
lee/' said she, '' Hercules, by her own confession, 
the way to her pleasure is long and difficult, whereas 
that which I propose is short and easy/' — "Alas!'* 
aud the other lady, whose visage glowed with a 
passion made up of scorn and pity, " what are the 
pleasures you propose? To eat before you are hun- 
gry, drink before you are a-thirst, sleep before yoa 
are a-tired, to gratify appetites before they are 
raised, and raise sucn appetites as nature never 
planter). You never heard the most delicious mu- 
sic, which is the praise of one's self; nor saw the 
^inost beautiful object, which is the work of one's 
own hands. Your votaries pass away their youth in 
t dream of mistaken pleasures, while they are hoard* 
log up anguish, torment, and remorse for old age. 

" As for me, I am the friend of the gods and of 
good men, an agreeable companion to the artisan* 
an household guardian to the fathers of families, a 
patrtfn and protector of servants, an associate in all 
true and generous friendships. The banquets of 
ny. votaries are never costly, but always delicious; 
lor none eat or drink at them who are not invited by 
hangef and thirst Their slumbers are sound, and 
their wakinss cheerful. My young men have the 
pleasure of hearing themselves praised by those who 
are in years; and those who are in years, of being 
I honoured by those who are youns. In a word, my 
followers are favoured by the gods, beloved by their 
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acquaintance^ esteemed by their country^ and, a 
the close of their labours^ honoured by posterity. 

We know by the lif0 of this memorable hero^ 
which of these two ladies he gave up his heai 
aiid I believe, every one who reads this will do b 
the justice to approve his choice. 

I very much admire the speeches of these ladi 
as containing 4n them the chief arguments for a 1 
of virtue, or a life of pleasure, that cduld enter 
the thbughts of an heathen f but am particuli 
pleased with the different figures he gives the 

foddesses. Our modern authors have rep ii 
Measure or Vice with an alluring face, but ei 
in snakes and mobsters. Here she appears in aii i 
charms of beauty, though they are all false and b 
rowed; and by that means composes a viaiOB i 
tirely natural and pleasing. 

I have translated this allegory for the ben< 
the youth of Great-Britaiir; and particularly of i 
who are still in the deplorable state of noa 
tstence, and whom I most earnestly entreat to q 
into the world. I«et my embrios show the least 
clination to aii^y single virtue, and I shall allow it 
be a struggling towards birtlv I dp not .e:tpeet 
them that, like the hero in the foregoing story, th 
should go about as soon as they are born, with 
club in their hands, and a lion's skin oa th 
shoulders, to root out monsters, and destroy tyrant 
but, as the finest author of all antiquity ha»> 
upon this very occasion, though a man has i 
the abilities to distinguish himself in the 
shining parts of a great character, he has o mo 
the capacity of being just, fieiithful, mode a 
temperate. 
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N»98. THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 24, 170D. 

From my ov)n Apartment, November 23. 

I UAD the foHowiDg letter, which was left for me 
thif evenins, with very much concern for the lady^ 
oondition who sent it, who expresses the state of her 
wnd with great frankness, as all people ought who 
lilk to their pl^sicians. 

** Mr. BiCKSilSTAFF, 

'^ Though you are stricken in years, and have ha4 
gnti experience in the world, I believe you will say, 
\ktn M« not frequently such difficult occasions to 
act iM with decency, as those wherein I am en- 
tingled. I am a woman in love, and that you wilt 
allow to be the most unhappy of all circumstances' in 
hMian life. Nature has formed us with a strong 
itlactance against owniBg such a passion, and cus« 
tsm haft made k criminal in us to make advances. 
A gemtleman, whom I will call Fabio, has the en- 
tire possession of my heart I am so intimately ac- 
1 fVMBted with him, thait he makes no scruple of 
t fiommunicating to me an ardent affection he has for 
;| Gie5ra^ a friend of mine, who also makes me her 
coofidewt. Most part of my life I am in company 
« with the one or the other, and am always enter- 
t tiiiied with his passion, or her triumph. Oleora is 
olie of those ladtest who think they are virtuous, if 
tbey are not guilty; and, without any delicacy of 
choice, resolves to take the best offer which shall be 
made to her. With this prospect she puts off de« 
daring herself in favour of Fabio, until she sees 
what lovers will fall into her snares, wliicb st^e lay 9 

U2 
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upon the force and efficacy which the writi 
good poetsi have on the minds of their intt 
readers; and recommended to me his sense 
matter, thrown together iti the following n 
which he desired me to communicate to th< 
of Great-Britain in my Essays. I choose' to 
bis own words. 

" I have always been of opinion/* says hcj 
virtue sinks deepest into the heart of man^ ' 
comes recommended by the powerful charm 
etry. The most active principle in our nhfin 
imagination : to it a good poet makes his cot 
petually, and by this faculty takes care to 
first Our passions and inclinations ooic 
next; and our reason surrenders itself wit 
sure in the end. Thus the whole soul is ins 
betrayed into morality, by bribing the fan 
beautiful and agreeable images of those ver;; 
that in the books of the philosophers appear* 
and have at the best but a kind of forbidding 
In a word, the poets do, as it were, st 
rough paths of virtue so full of flowers, that 
not sensible of the uneasiness of them; and 
ourselves] ip the midst of pleasures, and tl 
bewitching allurements, at the time we are 
progress in the severest duties of life. 

'' All men agree, that licentious poems d( 
writings, soonest corrupt the heart. Ai 
should we not be as universally persuaded, 
grave and serious performances of such as > 
the most engaging manner, by a kind of di^ 
pulse, must be the most enbctual pen 
goodness? If, therefore, I were blessed wii 
m order to the forming of-hi» manners, ' 
making him truly my son, I should be coc 
putting into his hand some fine poet The 
sentences, and the manly sentimeats, so fr< 
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\6 be met with in eTery grMt and mibliaie writer, 
are, in my judgement, the most ornamental and r^ 
Suable furniture that can' be for .a young gentle- 
man's head ; methinks tliey show like so much rich 
embroidery open the brain. Let me add to this, 
that humanity and tendemett, without which there 
can be no true greatness in the mind, are inspired 
by the Muses in such pathetical language, that all 
we find in prese-authors towards the raising and im- 
proving of these passions is, in comparison, but 
cold or lukewarm at the best. There is besides a 
certain elevation of soul, a sedate magnanimity, and 
a noble turn of virtue, that distinguishes the hero 
from the plain honest man, to which verse can only 
raise us. The bold metaphors, and sounding num- 
bers, peculiar to the poets, rouse up all our seeping 
&calties, and alarm the whole powers of the soul, 
much like that e^^ceilent trumpeter mentioned by 
Virgil : 

'Quo non prastantior alter 



Mre ciere viroir.MmrUmque ttcomidere eantu, 

ViRO. .En, VL 165. 



-None io retiownM 



With bfeatliing brass to kindle fierce alarms. 

Prydbk. 

'' I fell into this train of thinking this evening;, 
Bpim reading a passage in a masque writ by Milton» 
where two brothers are introduced seeking their 
lister, whom they had lost in a dark night and 
thick wood. One of the brothers is apprehensive 
lest.the wandering virgin should be overpowered \sfhb 
bars, through the darkness and loneliness of the 
time and place. This gives the other occasion to 
e the following reflexions, which, as 1 read 
( If made me forget my age, and renewed in me 
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the warm desireiii after yirtue, so natural to uncor* 
nipted youth. 

<* I do not think my sister so to seek, 
Or so unprincipled in virtue's book, 
And the sweet peace that goodness bosoms ever^ 
As that the single want of light and noise 
(Not being in danger, as I trust she is not) 
Could stir the constant mood of her calm thonght4r 
And put them into misbecoming plight. 
Virtue could see to do what Virtue would 
By her own radiant light, though sun and mooa 
Were in the flat sea sunk. And Wisdora'« self 
Oft seeks to sweet retired solitude : 
Where, with her best nurse, Contemplation, 
She plumes her feathers, and lets grow her wings. 
That in the various bustle of resort 
Were all too ruffled, and sometimes impaii^d : 
He that has light within his own clear breast^ 
May sit o* th' centre, and enjoy bright day : 
But he that hides a dark soul and foul thoughts. 
Benighted walks under the mid>day sun ; 
Himself in his own dungeon." 



N*»99. SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 26^ 1709, 

— i%»*rot Tragicum iatit etfeliciter audet, 

HOR. 55 £p. L 16& 

He, fortunately bold, breathes true sublime. 

WilPs Coffee-house, November 25. 

I HAVE been this evening recollecting what paf- 
sages^ since I could first think, hate left the 
strongest impressions upon my mind; and, after 
strict inquiry^ I am couvinced that the impnlses I 
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?e receiTed from theatrical represeDtations have 
d a greater effect than otherwise would liave been 
ought ID me by the little occurrences of my pri- 
te life ! My old friends. Hart and Mohun, the 
s by his natural and proper force, the other by his 
»t skill and art, never failed to send me home 
1 of such ideas as afiected my behaviour, and 
de me insensibly more courteous and humane to 
' friends and acquaintance. It is not the business 
I ffood play to make every man an hero ; but it 
tamly gives him a livelier sense of virtue and me* 
than he had when he entered the theatre. 
This rational pleasure, as I always call it, has for 
ny years been very little tasted : but I am glad 
find that the true spirit of it is reviving again 
ongst us, by a due regard to what is presented* 
1 by supporting only one playhouse. It has been 
bin the observation of the youngest amongst us, 
t while there were two houses, they did not out- 
each other by such representations as tended to 
nstruction and ornament of life, but by intro- 
:mg mimical dances, and fulsome buffooneries. 
* when an excellent tragedy was to be acted in 
t house, the ladder-dancer carried the whole 
n to the other. Indeed such an evil as this must 
the natural consequence of two theatres, as eer- 
ily as that there are more who can see than can 
c. Every one is sensible of the danger of the fel- 
' on the ladder, and can see his activity in coming 
vn safe ; but very few are judges of the distress 
m hero in a play, or of his manner of behaviour 
those circumstances. Thus, to please the people, 
I houses must entertain them with what they can 
lentand, and not with things which are designed 
improve their understanding: and the readiest 
f to gain good audiences must be, to offer such 
8 as are most relished by the crowd that is to 
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sAy, immodest action, empty show, or imperti 
activity. In short, two houses cannot hop 
subsist, but by means which are contradictor 
tlie very institution of a theatre in a well-goYc 
jkingdom. 

1 have ever had this sense of the thing, an< 
that reason have rejoiced that my ancient c< 
fViend of Drury-lane, though he had sold off 
of his moveables, still kept possession Of his pa 
and trembled for him, when he had lately lil 
bare been taken by a stratagem. There have 
many ages, been a certain learned sort of unlet 
men in this nation called attornies, who have t 
upon them to solve all difEculties by incre: 
them, and are called upon to the assistance c 
who are lazy, or weak of understanding* Th 
solence of a ruler of this palace made him resigi 
possession of it to the management of my a1 
mentioned friend Divito*. fiivito was too m 
to know when to resign it, until he had the op 
s(nd sentence of the law for his removal, 
these in length of time were obtained against 
but as the great Archimedes defended Syracuse 
so powerful engines, that if he threw a rope or 
of wood over the wall, the enemy fled; so I 
had wounded all adversaries with so much 
that men feared even to be in the right against 
For this reason the lawful ruler sets up an att( 



* This ond the following paragraph refer 4o » tran 
between William Collier, Esq. and Christopher Richi 
two lawyers, of which there is here given a very ludicn 
count. 

Rich was the patentee of Prury-lane Theatre, wbai ( 
having first obtained a licence to head a company of p 
procured next a lease of Drury-lane play-house, from tin 
lords of it, nnd under this authority, by the help of • 
lihifle, be forcibly expelled Rich, and got possession. 
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to expel an attorney^ aad chose a name dreadful to 
the stage, who only seemed able to beat Difito out 
of h'lB eDlrenchments. 

.On the twenty-second instant, a night of public 

^joicing, the enemies of Divito made a largess to 

he people of faggots, tubs, and other combustible 

r, which was erected into a bonfire before the 

•aiace. Plentiful can's were at the same time distri- 

ujted sunooff the dependencies of that principality ; 

I the artful rival of Divito, observing them pre- 

for enterprise, presented the lawful owner of 

le ighbouring edifice, and showed his deputation 

er him. War immediately ensued upon the 

eaceful empire of Wit and the Muses ; the Goths 

ad Vandals sacking Rome did not threaten a more 

larous devastation of arts and sciences. But 

1 they had forced their entrance, the expe- 

need Dif ito had detached all his subjects, and eva- 

id all his stores. The neighbouring inhabitants 

sport, that the refuse of Divito's followers marched 

the mght before, disguised in magnificence; 

r- keepers came out clad like cardinals, and 

iie-drawerff like heathen gods. Divito himself 

wra{>ped up in one of his black clouds, and left 

9 uie enemy nothing but an empty stase, full of 

rap-doorv known only to himself and his ad« 

lerents. 

Prom my own Apaftmeni, November 25. 

I have already taken great pains to inspire notiost 

( hoQonr and virtue into the people of this king« 

lom, and used all gentle methods imaginable, to 

»rij those who are dead in idleness, folly, and 

'e, into life, by applying themselves to leara- 

, wisdom, and industry. But, since fair mean^ii 

ineffectual, I must proceed to extremities, and 

i give ray good ixituiBg the company of ppy 
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holders^ full power to bury all such dead'as thej 
meet with^ who are within my former descripttoiu 
of deceased persons. In the mean time the foUoW' 
ing remonstrance of that corporation I take to In 
very just. 

. ^' 'From our Office ntar the Hay-market, Nov, S5. 

" Worthy Sir, 
" Upon reading your Tatler on Saturday last, b 
which we received the agreeable news of so matt' 
deaths, we immediately ordered in a consideral 
quantity of blacks ; and our servants have wrougn 
night and day ever since, to furnish oat the nc 
cessaries for these deceased. But so it is. Sir, 
of this vast number of dead bodies, that go patrinr 
ing up and down the streets, not one or them 1 
come to us to be buried. Though we should d 
loth to be any hindrance to our good fir 
physicians^ yet we cannot but take notice wi id 
fection her Majesty's subjects are liable to from f^ 
horrible stench of so many corpses. Sir, we i 
not detain you; our case in short is this: 1 
we embarked in this undertaking for the | n 
good : now, if people should be suffered to go o 
nn buried at this rate, there is an end of the tui 
fullest manufactures and handicrafts of the ki 
dom: for where will be your sextons, coffin-maker 
and plummers? what will become of your en 
balmers, epitaph-mongers, and chief moumc 
We are loth to drive this matter any further, the 
we tremble at the consequences of it : for if it 
be lefl to every dead man's discretion not to n 
buried until he sees his time, no man can say w 
that will end ; but thus much we will take upon t 
to affirm, that such a toleration will be intolerable. 
' " What would make us easy in this matter ia r 
more, but that your worship would be pleased < 
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ssoe out yonr orders to ditto Dead to repair forth- 
irith to our office, in order to their interment ; 
irhere constant attendance shall be given to treat 
iritb all persons according to their quality, and the 
poor to be buried for nothing: ainl for the conve- 
nience of such persons as are willing enough to be 
iead, bat that they are afraid their friends and re- 
lations should know it, we have a back-door into 
Warwick-street, from whence thev may be interred 
I h aill secresy imaginable, ancf without loss of 
: or hindrance of business. But in case of ob- 

nacy^ for we would gladly make a thorough rid- 
lance, we desire a further power from your wor- 

ip, to take up such deceased as shall not have 
complied with your first orders, wherever we meet 
Lhem: and if after that there shall be complaints of 
pay persons so ofiending, let them lie at our doors. 
We are your worship's until death, 

" The master and company of Upholders. 

**^ P. S. We are ready to give in our printed pro- 
p08?'}rf at large; and if your worship approves of our 
nndertaking,- we desire the following advertisement 
may be inserted in your next paper : 

•' Whereas a commission of interment has been 
awarded against doctor John Partridge, philomath, 
professor of physic and astrology ; and whereas the 
said Partridge hath not surrendered himself, nor 
showii cause to the contrary ; these are to certify, 
that the company of Upholders will proceed to bury 
him firom Cord wainer's- hall, on Tuesday the twenty- 
ninth instant, where, any six of his surviving friends, 
who still believe him to be alive, are desired to 
come prepared to hold up the pall. 
, " Note; we shall light away at six in the evening, 
there being to be a sermon.'' 

VOL. in, ■ 1 
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N» 100. TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 29^ l^oy. 



Jam rtdit et Virgo, redeunt Satumia regno, 

VIRG. la TV. Tcr. & 

■ f 

Retaming justice brings a golden age. R. W« 

Sheer-lane, Nobemher 28^. 

f WAS last week taking a solitary walk id t&e | 
of Lincoln's-Inn (a favour that is indulged kiic 
several of the benchers^ who are my intimate i i 
and grown old with me in this neighbou 
when, according to the nature of men in yean^ y 
have made but little progress in the advaacemi 
their fortune or their fame, I was repining a« i 
ilfudden rise of many persons who are my jaoi 
and indeed at the unequal distribution of v 
honour, and all other blessings of life. I v 
in this thought, when the night came upou , 
drew my mind into a far mor^ agreeable god 
platioQ. The heaven above me appeared in »u 
glories, and presented me with such an beiBis| 
of stars, as made the most agreeable prospect 
ffinable to one who delights in the study of i 
ft happened to be a freezing night, whicfaf hwa r 
rified the whole body of air into such a bright tr»p* 
parent aether, as made every constellation visil 
and at the same time gate such a particular ] 
to the stars, that 1 thought it the richest sky a 
ever seen. I could not behold a scene so womwr- 
fully adorned and lighted up, if I may be allov 
that expression, without suitable meditations on 
aathor of such iUustrioos and amazing objects: nor 
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OB tbcie occasionsy philoiophy suggests motiTes 
t» religioD^ and religion adds pleasure to phi- 
ioiophy. 

As soon as I bad recoTered my usual temper and 

crenitv of soul, I retired to my iodginn[s, with the 

ion of baring passed away a few hours in 

Be proper employments of a reasonable creature; 

promising myself that my slumbers would be 

iveel^ 1 no sooner fell into them, but I dreamed a 

T9un, or saw a vision, for I know not which to 

it, that seemed to rise out of my evening medi« 

Ml, and had something in it so solemn and se- 

H , that I cannot forbear communicating it: 

mm\ I must confess, the wildness of imagination, 

rhicB in a dream is always loose and irregular, dis- 

ivera itself too much in several parts of it. 

thought I saw the same azure sky diversified 
the same glorious luminaries which had enter- 
me a little before I felt anleep. I was look- 
very attentively on that sign in the heavens 
>Hi^h » called by the name of the Balance, when, 
m ft sodden, Ithere appeared in it an extraordinary 
ii , as if the sun should rise at midnight By its 
"easing in breadth and lustre, I soon found that 
c •pfproached towards the earth; and at length 
I discern something like a shadow hovering in 
mfdst of a great glory, which in a little time 
r I distinctly perceived to be the figure of a 
lan. I fancied at first it might have been the 
I, or intelligence that guided the constellation 
vuin which it descended ; but, upon a nearer view, 
\ saw abeut her all the emblems with which the god- 
tesB of justice is usually described. Her coiin-' 
lance was unspeakably aweful and majestic, but 
siqaisitely beautiful to those whose eyes were 
ong enough to behold it ; her smiles transported 
iritb rapture, her frowns terrified to despair. Sh$s 

i2 



beld ifi her hand a mirror, endowed with the ttoif' 
qualities as that which the paiuters put into the- 
band of truth. 

There streamed from it a light, which diadii- 
guished itself from all the splendors that surroniMM' 
her, more thaa a flash of lightning shines in the 
midst of day-light. As she moved it in her handle . 
it brightened the heavens, the air, or the eaitk 
When she had descended so low as to be aeeo and 
heard by mortals, to mak« the pomp of her appear- 
ance more supportable, she threw darkness aild 
clouds about ber, that tempered the light into' a 
thousand beautiful shades and colours, and nuM' 
plied that lustre, which was before too strong aid' 
ilazzling, into a variety of milder glories. 

In the mean time, the world was in an akn^ 
and all the inhabitants of it gathered together apda 
a spacious plain; so that I seemed to have tllB 
ijFbole species before my eyes. A voice was he; - 
irom the clouds^ declaring the intentk>n of this i 
wbich was to restore and appropriate to every i 
living what was his dge. The fear and hope, joy 
and sorrow, which appeared in that great a8sembhr« 
after this solemn deiplaration, are not to be < 
pressed. The iirst edict was then pronounc 
*' That all titles and claims to riches and e Si' 
to any part of them, should be immediately ^ 
in the rightful owner/' Upon this, the inliabic 
of the earth held up the instruments of their ten 
whether in parchment, paper, wax, or any oi 
form of conveyance ; and as the goddess moved 
mirror of truth which she held in her hand, so uwt 
the light which flowed from it fell upon the muhi* 
tude, they examined the several instruments by the 
beams of it. The rays of this mirror had a particv* 
'hkr quality of setting fire to all forgery and falsehood 
The blaze of papers, the melting of seals, aul 
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anckliDg of parchments, made a very odd acene* 
Hie fire very often ran through two or three liiiei 
only, and then stopped. Though I could not but 
observe that the flames chiefly broke out among the 
interlineations and codicils; the li^ht of the mirror, 
n it vras turned up and down, pierced into all the 
dark' comers and recesses of the universe, and by 
that means detected many writings and records 
irhich had been hidden or buried by time, chance, 
DT design. This occasimied a wonderful revolution 

onff the people. At the same time, the spoils of 
retortion, fraud, and robbery, with all the fruits of 
bribery and corruption, were thrown together into a 
prodigious pile, that almost reached to the clouds, 
and was called, " The mount of restitution;" to 
which all injured persons were invited, to receive 
what belonged to them. 

One might see crowds of people in tattered gar- 
ments come up, and change clothes with others that 
were dressed with lace and embroidery. Several 
who were plums, or very near it, became men of 
moderate K>rtunes; and many others, who were 
overgrown in wealth and possessions^ had no more 
left than what they usually spent. What moved 
my cfmcem most was, to see a certain street of tha 
neatest credit in Europe from one end to the other 
become bankrupt. 

The next command was, for the whole body of 
mankind to separate themselves into their proper 
jEEunilies; which was no sooner done but an edict 
was issued out, requiring all children '^ to repair to 
their true and natural fathers.'' This put a great 
part of the assembly in motion ; for as the mirror 
was moved over them, it inspired every one with 
mch a natural instinct, as directed them to their real 
parents. It was a very melancholy spectacle to see 
the fathers of very large families become childless^ 

13 
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and bachelors undone by a charge of m 
daughters. You might see a presumptive heur or* 
^reat estate ask blessing of his coachman^ and a 4!e^ 
lebrated toast paying her duty to a valet de chi I 
Many, under vows of celibacy, appeared surrou 
with a numerous issue. This change of paren 
would have caused great lamentation, but that 
calamity was pretty common ; and that sene 
those who lost their children, had the satisraction 
seeing them put into the hands of 'thenr < m 
friends. Men were no sooner settled in thi m 
to their possessions and their progeny, but there 
a third order proclaimed, *' That all the pi i 
dignity and honour in the universe should be con 
ferred on persons of the greatest merit, abili 
and perfection.'' The handsome, the strong, 
the wealthy, immediately pressed forward; i 
not being able to bear the splendor of the mi^ 
which played upon their faces, they immediatelTi 
back among the crowd : but as the goddess tried t 
multitude by her glass, as the eagle does its yov 
ones by the lustre of the sun, it was remaiical 
that every one turned away his faice firom It, w 
had not distinguished himself either by vir 
knowledge, or capacity in business, either mil 
or civiL This select assembly was drawn up in 
centre of a prodigious multitude, which was i 
fused on all sides, and stood observing them, as Idb 
people use to gather about a regiment that are < 
crcising their arms. They were drawn up in thro 
lK)dies: in the first, were the men of virtue; in^ 
aecond, men of knowledge; and in the third, 
men of business. It was impossible to look at ttte hn 
column without a secret veneration, their aspe 
were so sweetened with humanity, raised with con 
templation, emboldened with resolution, and adorn 
with the most agreeable airs, which are th< 
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pt o dxA from secret habits of yirtne. I could 

bai take notice, that there were many facet 

) them which were unknown, not only to 

LBS Ititode, but eren to several of their own 

' Jn I second column, consisting of the men of 

:e, there had been great disputes before 

' Ten into the ranks, which they did not do at 

without the positive command of the goddess 

mm presided over the assembly. She had so or- 

kved it, that men of the greatest genius and 

St sense were placed at the head of the 

u Behind these were such as had formed 

- minds very much on the thoughts and writings 

Di others. In the rear of the column were men 

who had more wit than sense, or more learning than 

onderstsnding. All living authors of any value 

wcile ranffed in one of these classes; but I must 

cooless, 1 was very much surprised to see a great 

body of editors, critics, commentators, and gram« 

mari&ns, meet with so very ill a reception. They 

had formed themselves into a body, and with a 

Ifieat deal of arrogance demanded the first station 

m the column of knowledge ; but the goddess, in* 

^ead of complying with their request, clapped them 

all into liveries, and bid them know themselves for 

no other but lacquies of the learned. 

The third column were men of business, and con- 
sisting of persons in military and civil capacities. 
The former marched out from the rest, and placed 
themselves in the front ; at which the others shook 
their heads at them, but did not think fit to dispute 
the post with them. I could not but make several 
observations upon this last column of people ; but I 
have certain private reasons why I do not think fit 
to communicate them to the public. In order to fill 
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up all the po^ls'of honour, dignity', and profi 
there was a draught made out of each colamn < 
men who were masters of all three qualifia 
ia some degree, and were preferred to u* 
of the first rank. The second draught was mac 
out of such as were possessed of any two of tl 
qualifications, who were disposed of in ttati 
of a second dignity. Those who were left, : 
were endowed only witii one of them, had t 
suitable posts. When this was over, there r 
mained many places of trust and profit unfilled, f 
which there were fresh draughts made out of tl 
surrounding multitude, who had any appearance • 
these excellencies, or were recommended by tb 
who possessed them in reality. 

All were surprised to see so many new &6 
in the most eminent dignities; and for my < 
part, I was very well pleased to see that all m 
friends either kept their present posts, or wen 
Tanced to higher. 

Having filled my paper with those particulars i 
my vision which concern the male part of manld 
I must reserve for another occasion the sequel of 
which relates to the fair sex. 
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— — * Pottqttmnf regit subuUta venu, 
JEtmrU imtaetam Faridi niti vendut Agaren. 

juv. Sat. vii. er. 

But while the common suffrage crown*d his cause, 
Aiid hroke the benches with their loud applause; 
His rouse had starved, had not a piece unread, 
And by a player bought, sopply'd her bread. 

Prom my own Apartment, November SO. 

!*aE progress of my intended account of what hap<* 
lened when justice visited mortals, is at present in-* 
errupted by the observation and sense of an in* 
ce against which there is no remedy, even in a 
:i .cm more happy in the care taken of the 
y and property of the subject, than any other 
aiion upon earth. This iniquity is committed by a 
lost impregnable set of mortals, men who are 
Dgues within the law; and in the very commission 
f what they are guilty of, professedly own that they 
orbear no injury, but from the terror of being pu- 
lifthed for it. These miscreants are a set of wretches 
re authors call pirates, who print any book, poem, 
•r sermon, as soon as it appears in the world, in a 

Iler volume ; and sell it, as all other thieves do 
loien goods, at a cheaper rate. 1 was in my rage 
ailing them rascals, plunderers, robbers, highway- 

n. But they acknowledge all that, and are 
ed with those, as well as any other titles ; nay, 
mi print them themselves to turn the penny *. 

* This paper seems to have been occasioned by a pirated edi- 
lini of *< The Lucubrations," which came out just at this time. 



M TATI^ER. ^ 101* 

I am extremely at a loss how to act agaii 
open enemies^ who have not shame enough co m 
touched with our reproaches^ and are as well da&ndeii 
against what we can say as what we can da 
Railings . therefore^ we must turn into compla 
which I cannot forbear making, when I eoB 
that all the labours of my long life may be i 
pointed by the first man that pleases to rob me. i 
jiad flattered myself, that my stock of leamihg'wii 
worth a hundred and fifty pounds per annum, whi 
would very handsomely maintain me and my lit 
family, who are so happy, or so wise, ai to if 
only necessaries. Before men had come up to i 
bare-faced impudence, it was an estate to liaTv « 
competency of understanding. ^ - 

An ingenious droUi who is since duad (and 
^eed it is well for him he is so, for he muit 1 i 
starved had he lived to this day), used to ji^ive 
an accpunt of his good husbandry in the i 
ment of his learning. He was a general deaier« > 
had hhi amusements as well comical as i 
The merry rogue said, " When he wanted a an 
be writ a paragraph of Table Talk, and his be 
fleller upon sight paid the reckoning.'' He W9a^ 
yery good judge of what would please the peo^hlf 
and -could aptly hit both the genius of his reac » 
and the se^soii of the year, in his writings. ^ 
brain, which was his estate, had as regular and d 
ferent produce as other men's land. From the b» 
ginning of November imtil the opening of tbe 
campaign, he writ pamphlets and letters to membcn 
of parliament, or friends in the country. But some- 
times he would relieve his ordinary readers withri 
murder, and lived comfortably a week or two npea 
" strange and lamentable accidents." A little be- 
fore the armies took the field, his way was to open 
your attention with a prodigy ; and a monster/ vnA 
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mii, wai two goioeas the lowest prices This pre<« 
pared fait readers for his ''great and bloody news'' 
from Flanders, in Jane and July. Poor Tom ! he 

is gone Bat I observed he always looked well 

lifter a battle, and was apparently fetter in a fighting 
jear. Had this honest careless fellow lived untu 
now» famine had stared him in the face, and inter- 
rupted his merriment; as it must be a solid affliction 
io all those whose pen is their portion. 

As for my part, I do not speak wholly for my 
own sake in this point; for palmistry and astrology 
Mill bring me in greater gains than these my papers ; 
10 that I am only in the condition of a lawyer, who 
leaves the bar for chamber-practice. However, I 
may be allowed to speak in the cause of learning 
itself, and lament that a liberal education is the only 
one which a polite nation makes unprofitable. All 
jMchanical artizans are allowed to reap the fruit of 
fheir invention and ingenuity without invasion ; but 
he tbht has separated himself from the rest of man^ 
kind, and studied the wonders of the creation, the 
tavemment of his passions, and the revolutions of 
tae world, and has an ambition to communicate the 
ifiecfc of half his life spent in such noble inquiries^ 
Itoe no property in what Jie is. willing to produce^ 
but is exposed to robbery and want, with this me- 
kocboly and just reflexion, that he is the only man 
trbo is not protected by his country, at the sam« 
time that -he best deserves it. According to the or- 
dinary rules of computation, the greater the advent 
tnve is, the greater ought to be the profit of those 
^hb succeed in it; and by this measure, none have 
IMretence of turning their labours to greater advan-> 
tage than persons brought up to letters. A learned 
educatioUi passing through great schools and uni* 
versities, is very expensive ; and consumes a mode* 
rate fortune, before it is gone through in its proper 
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forms. The purchase of an handsome comi 
or employment, which would give a man c 
figure in another kind of Vife, is to be mad 
much cheaper rate. Now, if we consider tl: 
pensive voyage which is undertaken in the 
of knowledge, and how few there are who 1 
smy considerable merchandise, how less freq 
is, to be able to turn what men have gainc 
profit ; how hard is it, that the very small n 
who are distinguished with abilities to knm 
to vend their wares, and have the good fort 
bring them into port, should suffer being pin: 
by privateers under the very cannon that shoui 
tect them ! The most eminent and useful ant 
the age we live in, after having laid out a pi 
revenue in works of charity and beneficence, ^ 
came the greatness of his mind, and the sane 
his character, would have left the person 
world who was the dearest to him in a namn 
dition, had not the sale of his immortal vr 
brought her in a very considerable dowry ; t 
it was impossible for it to be equal to their 
Every one will know, that I here mean the 
of the late archbishop of Canterbury*, the c 
which was sold for two thousand five hi 
pounds. 

I do not speak with relation to any party ; 
has happened, and may of^en so happen, thi 
of great learning and virtue cannot qualify 
selves for being employed in business, or rec 
preferments. In this case, you cut them <^ 
all support^ if you take from them the benel 
may arise from their writings. For my owi 
I have brought myself to consider things in 
prejudiced ^ manner, that I esteem more i 

* Dr. JftbD TiliotoOBi 
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» can live by the products of his understandings 

aan ona who does it by the favour of great men. 

Tbe zeal of an author has transported me thus 

though I think myself as' much concerned in 

capacity of a reader. If this practice goes on, 

re must never expect to see again a beautiful edition 

if a book in Great-Britain. 

"We have already seen the Memoirs of Sir William 
Temple, published in the same character and vo- 
ome with the History of Tom Thumb, and the 
vorks of our greatest poets shrunk into penny- 
x>ok8 and garlands. For my own part, I expect 
! my Lucubrations printed on browner pap^r 
. they are at present, and, if the humour con- 
mues, must be forced to retrench my expensive 
xray, of living, and not smoke above two pipes a day. 



•^j* Mr. Charles Lillie, perfumer, at the comer 
of Beaufort-Buildings, has informed me, that I am 
obliged to several of my customers for coming to his 
riK^ upon my recommendation ; and has also given 
Be further assurances of his upright dealing with 
•U ¥fho shall be so kind as to make use of my name 
Id him. I acknowledge this favour, and have, for 
the service of my friends, who frequent his shop, 
med the force of magical powers to add value to his 
Itarea. By my knowledge in the secret operations 
pf nature, I have made his powders, perfumed and 
plain, have the same effect as love-powder, to all 
ivko are too much enamoured to do more than dress 
at their mistresses. His amber, orange -flower, 
musk, and civet-violet, put only into an hsmdker- 
chief, shall have the same efi^t toward an honour- 
able lover's wishes, as if he had been wrapped in 
his mother's smock. Wash-balls perfumed, cam- 
phired, and plain, shall restore complexions to that 

VOL. in. K 
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degree, that a country fox-hunter, who uaes thea^ 
ghall, in a week's time, look with a courtly and! af« 
fable paleness, without using the bagnio or cuMiDg. 
' N. B. Mr. Lillie has snofis, Barcelona, Sevu» 
^usty. Plain, and Spanish, which may be taken 'by 
ft young beginner without. danger of sneeaing. 

SkecT'lane, NO0. SO. 
tit Whereas several walking dead peraoni ar^ 
Hyed within the bills of mortality, before and 



the fifteenth instant, having been informed of ar 
warrant given to the company of Upholders^ «l 
being terrified thereat, it not having been advcrtiwJ 
that privilege or protection would be allowMl, hwi 
resolved forthwith to retire to their several and !■* 
spective abodes in the country, hoping thembj'li 
elude any commission of interment that maT-mM 
out against them^ and being informed of such their 
fallacious designs, I do hereby give notice, ab #eU 
for the good of the public, as for the great 
ration I have for the before-mentioned useM 
«iety, that a processes gone out against them} 
that, in case of contempt, they may be iNni4,-«r 
heard of, at most cofiee-hoases in and about ^H/^elli 
minsrter. ^ < . ■-' 

I must desire my readers to help me out ftiil 
time to time in the correction of these my El8ifi| 
for as a shaking hand does not always write \egpAfi 
the press sometimes prints one word for anolkel) 
and when my paper is to be revised, I am pe^M 
so busy in observing the spots of the moon, ihrfl 
^ve.not time to find out the errmta that anLtfefl 
into my Lucubrations, ^ 
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From my own Apwrtmunt, December 2. 

A Continuation of thb Vision. 

Fbi male world were dismissed by the goddess of 

h ce» and disappeared, when on a sudden the. whole 

was covered with women. So charming a 

lutude filled my heart with unspeakable pleasure; 

lad as the celestial light of the mirror shone upon 

: facesti several of them seemed rather persona 

descended in the train of the goddess, than such 

were brought before her to their trial. The 

k of tongues^ and confusion of voices, in this 

HEW assembly, were so very^ greats that tiie goddess 

forced to command silence several times, aud 

a some severity, before she could make them at* 

ive to her edicts. They were all sensible that the 

important affair among woman-kind was then 

o oe settled, which every one knows to be the point 

)t ^iacc. This had raised innumerable disputes 

them, and put the whole sex into a tumult. 

lifer T 1 i produced her claim, and pleaded her pre* 

L Birth, beauty, toit, or wealth, were words, 

nil in my ears from all parts of the plain. 

p : bufluited of the merit of their husbands; others 

H Uk pwn power in governing them. Some pleaded 

unspotted virginity ; others (heir numerous issue. 

3 valued themselves ^ they were the mothers, 

I others as they were the daughters, of considera- 

persons. There was not a single accomplishment 

lentioned, or unpractised^ The whole coogre* 

K2 
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gation was full of singing, dancing, tossing, oglinft 
squeaking, smiling, singing, fanning, frowning, and 
all those irresistible arts which women put in p 
tice^ to captivate the hearts of reasonable c 
The goddess, to end this dispute, caused u u> oe 
proclaimed, *' that every one should take place ac* 
cording as she. was more or less beautiful/'. Ti 
declaration gave great satisfaction to the whole 
sembly, which immediately bridled up, and appi a 
in all its beauties. Such as believed thei 
graceful in their motion found an occasidh of lain 
back, advancing forward, or making a false b 
that they might show their persons in the m< 
coming air. Such as had fine necks and fa 
were wonderfully curious to look over the heaoa oi 
the multitude, and observe the most distant parts of 
the assembly. Several clapt their hands on thor 
foreheads, as helping their sight to look upon 'the' 
glories that surrounded the goddess, but in realily tir 
uiow fine hands and arms. The ladies wei^ yd 
better pleased, when they heard '* that, in the deci'*' 
sion of this great controversy, each of them shoaUT 
be her own judge, and take her place according 
to her own opinion of herself^ when she consnltea 
her looking-glass.'' 

The goddess then let down the mirror of troth in 
a golden chain, which appeared larger in proportion 
as it descended and approached nearer to the eyes of 
the beholders. It was the particular property of this 
looking-glass, to banish all false appearances^ and 
show people what they are. The whole woman was' 
represented, without regard to the usual extenifll' 
features, which wece made entirely conformable to 
their real characters. In short, the most accom* 
plished, taking in the whole circle of female perfec- 
tions, were the most beautiful; and the most de* 
fective, the most deformed. The goddess so yaried 
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>ti »f the glaasy and )>1aced it in 90 knahy 
lights, that each had an opportunity oC 
menig oenelf in it 

It la impossible to describe the rage, the pleasure, 
rt. attonishment, that appeared in each face upon its 
epf^oaentation in the mirror; multitudes started at 
heir own form, and would have broke the elass if 
bev could have reached it» Many saw their bloom- 
firatures wither as they looked upon them, and 
: self-admiration turned into a loathing and ab- 
rence. The lady who was thought so agreeable 
* anser, and was so often celebrated for a wo- 
D. of fire and ppirit, was frightened at her owp 
and fancied she saw a Fury in the glass. The 
iu» 9d mistress beheld a Harpy, and the subtle 
ll a ophuix. I was very much troubled in my own 
e » to see such a destruction of fine faces; but at 
same time had the pleasure of seeing several im- 
roved) which I had before looked upon as the great- 
master-piece of nature. I observed, that somt» 
m were so humble as to be surprised at their own 
Wms, and that many a one, wno had lived in the 
nement and severity of a Vests^l, shined forth in 
ihe graces and attractions of a Siren. I was ra- 
ed at the sight of a particular image in the mir- 
*r, which I thmk the most beautiful object that my 
res ever beheld. There was something more than 
in her countenance : her eyes were so full of 
11 t they seemed to beautify every thing they 
iM^ upon. Her face was enlivened with such a 
HTid bloom, as plid not so properly seem the marJc 
health, as of immortality. Her shape, her stature, 
d her mien, were such as distinguished her even 
ere, where the whole fair s^ was assembled. 
I was impatient to see the lady represented by so 
rine an image, whom I found to be the person 
stood at my right hand, and in the ^ame point 

k3 
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ef view with myfielf. This was a little old v , 
^ho ia her prime had been about five feet 
though at present shrunk to about three ^a% 
'that measure. Her natural aspect was packeraa 
with wrinkles, and her head covered wiUi ffrey h 
I had observed all along an innocent chi ne 
•her face, which was now heightened to n\ 
she beheld herself in the glass. It was an < i 
cumstance in my dream, but I cannot forbear : 
ing it, I ccMdceived so great an inclination tov 
her, that 1 had thoughts of discoursing her upon 
point of marriage, when on a sudden she v 
•from me ; for the word was now given, that- 
were pleased with their own images should Se| 
and piaee themselves at the head of their seac - ' 

This detachment was afterwards divided infee 
bodies, consisting of maids, wives, and widow»; 
-wives being placed in the middle, with th« 
t>n the right,- and widows on the left, though k wh 
'With difficulty that these two last bodies were-l 
dered from falling into the centre. This sepw; 
of those who liked their real selves^ not havii 
sened the number of the main body so eoi %> 
as it might have been wished, the goddess, aiMir nar 
ing drawn up her mirror, thought fit to make-i 
distinctions among those who aid- not like the i 
which they saw in it. - She made several wholi 
edicts,' which are slipped out of my mind ; bnl 
Wefe two which dwelt upon me, as being very \ 
traordinary in their kind, and executed with ft 
severity. Their design was to make an example o; 
two extremes in the female world ; ef these whe 
very severe on the -conduct of others,* and of t\ 
who are very regardless of their own. The first i 
ten^e, ' therefore, the goddess pronounced was, 
all females addicted to ccnsoriousness and detracna 
should lo!le the use of speech ; a punishment wh 
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wnfM be ^» most grieToaf to the oflfendery and, 
what should be the vaA ef all puBishments, efi^taal 
ftr rooliiig 6at the crime. Upon this edict, which 
wae a» eoon executed as pablished, the noise of the 
— em bty^ery considerably abated. It was a melan* 
choly spectacle to see so many who had the rep«ta« 
tion of rigid Yirtne strack damb. A lady who stood 
by nfe, and saw my concern, told rae, " she won* 
dered how I could be concerned for such a pack of 
' ■ » " I found, by the shaking of her head, she 
was going to give me their characters; but, by her 
saying -no more, I perceived she had lost the com- 
mand of her tongue. This calamity fell very heavy 
I upon that part ef women who are distinguished by 
the name of Prudes, a courtly word for female hy* 
pocrtte^ who have a short way to being virtuous, 
by showing that others are vicious. The second jseu- 
t^ce was then .pronounced against the loose part of 
the sex, that all should immediately be pregnant, 
who in any part of their lives had run the hazard of 
it This produced a very goodly appearance, and 
revealed so many misconmicts, that made those who 
were lately struck dumb repine more than ever an 
their wtot of utterance; though at the same time, 
as afflictions seldom come single^ many of the mutes 
were also seized with this new calamity. The ladies 
were now in such a condition, that they would have 
wanted room, had not* the plain been large enough 
to let them divide their ground, and extend their 
lines on all sides. It was a sensible afHiction to me, 
to see such a multitude of fair ones, cither dumb or 
biff-bellied. But I was something more at ease, when 
I round that they agreed upon several regulations to 
cover such misfortunes. Among others, that it 
should be an established maxim in all nations, that a 
woman's first child might come into the world withici 
lix months after her acquaintance with her husband ; 



104 TATLER. M*l 

and that'grieif might retard the hirth of her laal m 
fourteen months after his decease. 

This vision lasted until my usual hour of wakiiig» 
which I did with some surprise^ to find myself aloiie 
after having been engaged almost a whole night ia 
so prodigious a multitude. I could not but reflect 
with wonder at the partiality and extravagance of mj 
vision; which, according to my thoughts, has not 
done justice to the sex. If virtue in men is men 
venerable, it is in women more lovely ; which Mil- 
ton has very finely expressed in his Paradise Loi^ 
where Adam, speaking of Eve, after having asserted 
his own pre-eminence, as being first in creatioa 
and internal faculties, breaks out into the following 
rapture: 

' ' * * Yet when I i4)proach 
Her loveliness, so absolute she seems. 
And in herself complete, so well to know 
Her own, that what she wills, or do, or saji 
Seems wisest, virtuousest, discreetest, best. 
All higher knowledge in her presence falls 
Degraded, wisdom in discourse with her 
Loses discountenanced, and like folly shewi^ 
Authority and reason on her wut 
As one intended first, not after niad« 
Occasionally. And, to consummate all. 
Greatness of mind, and nobleness, their seat 
Build in her loveliest, and create an aw« 
About hefi as a guard angelic plac'd.'' 
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immida, d^lnm$emil, exceptumque tUnUite, 

HOR. An Poet. ttr. 45f . 

These toys will once to serious mischiefs fall» 
VThen he is hiogh*d 8t« when he's jeei'd by im. 

CREECH. 

iProm % own Apartment, December 5. 

TfllBltB is nothing girts a man a greater satisfactioit» 
ban the sense of having dispatched a great deal of; 
>ii8iness« especially when it turns to the public emo- 
oment. I have much pleasure of this kind upon niy> 
pints at present, occasioned by the fatigue of affitirs 
rhich I went through last Saturday. It is some 
ime since I set apart that day for examining the 
Hretensions of several who had applied to me for 
»nes> perspective - glasses, snufF- boxes, orange- 
lower-waters, and the like ornaments of life. In 
Hrder to adjust this matter, I had before directed' 
ilharles lillie of Beaufort- Buildings, to prepare a 
p«at bundle of blank licences in the following words : 
" You are hereby required to permit the bearer 
ftf this cane to pass and repass through the streets 
uid suburbs of Lcmdon, or any place within ten miles 
rf it, without let or molestation, provided that ho 
iloes not walk with it under his arm, brandish it ia 
Ihe air, or hang it on a button : in which case it 
>lia1l be forfeited^ and i hereby declare it forfeited,. 
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to any one who shall think it safe to take it f 
him. 

" Isaac BiCKEBSTAir." 

The same form, difiering only in the proTiao^ will 
serve for a perspective, snuff-box, or perfumed hand- 
kerchief. I had placed myself in my elbow-chair it 
the upper end of my great parlour, having ordeidl 
Charles Lillie to take his place upon a j(Hat-i|too|| 
with a writing-desk before him. John MAqfJbeir 
aiso took his station at the door; I having, nir lui 
good and faithful services, appointed him my cbiHB* 
ber-keeper upon court-days. He let me know, Art 
thjEire was a great number attending withont. Upon 
which I ordered him to give notice, that I did not 
intend to sit upon snuff-boxes that day; ]>atdnl 
those who appeared for canes might enter. The fink 
presented me. with the followiBg petitioB, ^pviMlt 
Ordered Mr. Liilie to read. 

5* To Isaac Bickerstavf, Esquire, C^nsa^ tfl 

Great Britam. 

*' The humble petition of Simon TmpyiTa « . ..> 
•. " Showeth, 

• ** That your petitioner having been brad upl|i>t 
Quie from his youth, it is now become at mwammif 
to him as any other of his limbs. 
. *f That, a great part of his behaviour dfpeadil| 
upon it, he should be reduced to the utmoit JMaW^ 
aitiea if he should lose the use of it. . " " 

" That the knocking of it upon his ahoe* - laiUHll 
one leg ujpon it, or whistling with it en hia mimlht 
are such great reiie& to him in convensatioD, Ihalllli 
does not know how to be good company withfmt Ik 
'' That he is at present engaged in an amour* aflt 
mutt d^pair of tuccest if it b^ taken from km» 
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'^ Your fetkionery thmfbre, hopes, that» tbe pre« 
laites tenderly coosidered, yoor worship will not de- 
ptW9 him of so useful and so necessary a support 

'' And your petitioner shall erct, ^c.** 

Upon the hearing of this case^ I was touched with 
some compassion, and the more so, when, upon ob* 
•ernag htm nearer, I found he was a prig, I bid 
him pffodoce his cane in court, which he had left at 
the door. He did so, and I finding it to be very 
Borioosly clouded with a transparent amber headf, 
and a blue ribband to hang upon his wrist, I imme<« 
diately ordered my clerk LiUie to lay it up, and de« 
Urer out to him a plain joint, headed with walnut; 
md then in order to wean him from it by degrees, 
permitted him to wear it three days in a week, aad 
te abate proportionably until he found himself able 
to jm alone. 

The second who appeared - cane limping into tha 
•ooft: aad setting forth in his petition many pre-^ 
tsDcoB fsp the Qse of a cane, 1 cwised them to b# 
txanuneid one by one; but finding him in different 
Horias, and confronting him with several, witnesses 
liho had seen him walk upright, I ordered Mr. Liliiitf 
lo ts^e in his cane, and rejactcd his petition ae 
ttfolons. 

; A thM made his entry with -great difficulty lean* 
i^g vBon a slight stick, and in danger of falling every 
Mep he took, i saw the weakness of his hams; and 
hwHTiag that be had married a young wife about "a 
iarlMigit before, I bid him leave his cane, and gave 
tni a new pair of crutches^ with which he went Off 
■ yet -vigonr and alacrity, lliis gentleman wai 
lameudod by another, who saemed very much pleased 
trhile his petition )«as reading, in which he had 
Npreseated, That he was extremely affiicted wicli 
Ihegovty and let hia foot npan- tha gfoaod with ^thi 
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caution and dignity which accompany that distemi 
I suspected him for an impostor, and haring oi 
him to be searched, I committed him into the j 
of doctor Thomas Smith in King-street, my om 
corn-cutter, who attended in an outward room, 
wrought so speedy a cure up<»i him, that I the 
fit to send him also away without his cane. 

While I was thus dispensing justice, 11 i'% 
noise in my outward room ; and inquiring w i 
the occasion of it, my door-keeper tola me, 
they had taken one up in the very tkct as he 
passing by my door. They immediately brought i i 
lively fresh-coloured young man, who made ffi 
resistance with hand and foot, but did not o o 
make use of his cane, which hung upon his nidi 
button. Upon examination, I found nim to be 
Oxford-scholar, who was just entered at the Temi 
He at first disputed the jurisdiction of the o | 
but, being driven out of his little law and lo] oe 
told me very pertly, '* that he looked upon such a 
perpendicular creature as man to make a Terj im- 
perfect figure without a cane in his hand. It is i^A 
known," says he, " we ought, according to the W* 
tural situation of our bodies, to walk upon onr handt 
and feet; and that the wisdom, of the ancients had 
described man to be an animal of four legs in thi 
morning, two at noon, and three at night; by whidi 
they intimated, that the cane might very property 
become part of us in some period of life; UpoB 
which I asked him, ^' whether he wore it at Ui 
breast to have it in readiness when that period shodd 
arrive ? '' My young lawyer immediately told bsb^' 
''-he had a property in it, and a right to hang it 
where he pleased, and to make use of it as he ihonghk 
fity provided that he did not break the peace with it^'' 
and. further said, '' that he never took itoff his bat^ 
|on« . unless it were to lift it up at a coachn^uo^ M^ 



TATtCR. 10& 

le head of a drawer, poiut oot the circum- 
of a story, or for other ttervices of the like 
:bat are all within the laws of the land/' I 
»tre for discouraffing a young man, who, I 
ukl come to good; and, because his heart 
apoQ his new purchase, I only ordered him 
it about his neck, instead of hanging it upon 
ID, and so dismissed him. 
were several appeared in court, whose pre- 
I found to be very good, and, therefore, 
m their licences upon paying their fees; as 
bers had their licences renewed, who re- 
lore time for recovery of their lameness than 
sfore allowed them. 

ig dispatched this set of my petitioners, there 
[ a well-dressed man, with a glass tube in 
d, and his petition in the other. Upon his 
; the room, he threw back the right side of his 
It forward his right leg, and advancing the 
his ri^ht eye, aimed it directly at me. In 
while, to make my observations also, I 
ny spectacles ; in which posture we surveyed 
ler for some time. Upon the removal of our 
I desired him to read his petition, which he 
r promptly and easily; though at the same 
set forth, " that he could see nothing dis- 
and was within very few degrees of being 
blind;'' concluding with a prayer, " that he 
>e permitted to strengthen and extend his 
Y a glass." In answer to this, I told him, 
ight sometimes extend it to his own destrue- 
ns you are now," said I, «* you are out of 
:h of beauty ; the shafts of the finest eyes 
sir force before they can come at you ; you 
distinguish a Toast from an orange-wench ; 
n see a >yhole circle of beauty without any 
jtion frooi an impertineiii fac« to discompose 
MI. i* 
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you« Is short, what are snares for others — ^* My 
petitioner would hear no more^ hut told roe Terj m^ 
riousty, " Mr. BickerstafiP, you quite mistake ymr 
man ; it is the joy, the pleasure, the eroploymcBl «f 
my life to frequent public assemblies, and gaae up^ 
on the fair/' In a word, I found his use of a c( 
^as occasioned by no other infirmity bat hit ' » 

and was not so much designed to make h lee, 
to make him be seen and distinguished by oci i 

therefore refused him a licence for « penpocn' 
but allowed him a pair of spectacles, with fi i 
mission to use them in any public aasembly 
should think fit. He was followed by so Tery ww 
of this order of men, that I have reason to hope- 
sort of cheats is^ almost at an end. 

The orange-flower-*men appeared next with- 
tions> perfumed so strongly with musk, tl t 
almost overcome with the scent ; and for i 

sake was obliged forthwith to licence their 1 
chiefs, especially when I fonnd they had swee i 
them at Charles Li) lie's, and that some of their f 
sons would not be altogether inofifensive w 
them. John Morphew, whom I have made the 
neral of my dead men, acquainted me, '' tl 
petitioners were all of that order, and ceulo pro- 
duce certificates to prove it, if I required it.'' I wM 
80 well pleased with this way of their cmbakMSg 
themselves, that I commanded the abovesaid Mor* 
phew to give it in his orders to his wholearmy, thrt 
every one, who did not surrender himself up to h0 
disposed of by the upholders, should use the same 
method to keep himself sweet during his- prestut 
state of putrefaction. 
, I finished my session with great content of mvA 
reflecting upon the good I had done; for however 
•lightly men may regard these particalan^ and 
little follies ia dress and behai^iourj they lead It 
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greater erils. The bearing to be laaghed at for such 
singalarities, teaches us inseosibly an impertinent 
fortitude^ and enables us to bear public censure for 
thiags wh4cli mere substantially tiesenre it By tins 
means they open a gate to folly, and o^ntimes ren- 
der a man so ridiculousy as to discredit his virtues 
and capacities, and unqualify them from doing any 
goofl in the world. Besides, the giving into uncom- 
mon habits of this nature, is a want of that humble 
deference which is due to maakiiid^ and, what is 
worst o( all, the certain indication of some secret 
flaw in the mind of the person that commit them. 
When I was a young man, I remember a gentleman 
'•f jgoeat integrity and wortti was very remarkable 
&r wearing a broad belt, and a hanger instead of a 
i»hio«ab4e sword, though in ail other points a very 
veU-bittd man. I suspected him at first sight to havB 
flMnethfiig wrong in him, but was not able for a 
long while to discover any collateral proofs of it. I 
watched him narrowly for six-and-thirty years, when 
at last, to the surprise of every body out myself, 
who had long expected to see the folly break out, 
im married m own cook-maid^ 
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Ganit anilet 
Ex refabetlas HOR. 9. Sit f I 78. 

He tells an old wife's tale very pertiiicntlj. 



From my own Apartment, December 7 • 

M.T brother Tranquillus being gone out of towB far 
some days, my sister Jenny sent me word sbc 
CQme and dine with me, and therefore < 9 

have no other company. I took care accoraingtyj 
was not a little pleased to see her enter the n 
with a decent and matron-like behaviour, whica i 
thought very much became her. I saw she had a 
great deal to say to me, and easily discovered io 
eyes, and the air of her countenance, thai s i 
abundance of satisfaction in her heart, wn 
longed to communicate. However I was rea 
to let her break into her discourse her own way, 
reduced her to a thousand little devices and in 
tions to bring me to the mention of her hoti 
But, finding I was resolved not to name bim, 
began of her own accord. " My husband,'' said 
she, " gives his humble service to you," to whkh 
I only answered, " I hope he is well;'' and withoet 
waiting for a reply, fell into other subjects. She it 
last was out of all patience, and said, with a smila 
and manner that 1 thought had more beauty aid 
spirit than I had ever observed before in her, " I did. 
not think, brother, you had been so ilUnatnnd* 
You have seen, ever since I came in, that I iiad i 
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to talk of my husband, and you will not be so 
is-to give me an occasion/* — " I did not know/* 
, " but it might be a disagreeable subject to 
You do net take me for so old-fashioned a 
as to think of entertaining a young lady with 
iscourse of her husband. I know^ nothing is 
acceptable than to spe&k of one who is to b« 
Qt to speak of one who is so ! indeed^ Jenny, 
I better bred man than you think me/* She 
df a little dislike at my raillery ; and by her 
ig up, I perceived she expected to be treated 
fter not as Jenny Distafi^ .hut Mrs. Tranquillus. 
very well pleased with this change in her hu-^ 
, and, upon talking with her on several subjects. 
Id not but fancy that I saw a great deal of her 
nd's way and manner in - her remarks, her 
es, the tone of her voice, and the very air of 
Mintenance. This gave me an unspeakable sa- 
tion, not only because I had found her an bus- 
from whom she could learn many things that 
laudable, but also because I looked upon her 
tion of him as an infallible sign that she entirely 
him. This is an observation that I never knew 
;hough I do not remember that any other has 
it. The natural shyness of her sex hindered 
ocii telling me the greatness of her own passion ; 
easily collected it from the representation she 
me of his. " I have every thing,*' says she, 
Tranquillus, that I can wish for; and enjoy in 
what; indeed you have told me were to be met 
in a good husband, the fondness of a lover, the 
srness of a parent, and the intimacy of a friend.'* 
.nsported me to see her eyes swimming in tears 
ection when she spoke. *' And is there not, 
sister,'* said I, " more pleasure in the posses* 
of such a man, than in^ all the little imperii- 
ksof balls, assemblies, and equipage, which 
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it co0t me eo niuch pains to make you co 
She answered, smiling, '^ Tranquillus has n 
B siDoere conrert in a few weeks, theagn i 
afraid you could not have done it in yoor 
life. To teti you truly, I ha^e only one fear mm 
ing upon me, which is apt to give me troaUe 
naidet of all fny satisfactioos : I mn afraid, 3^00 
know, tbat I shall not always make the same mmu 
ble appearance in his eye that I do at preseaL 1 
know, brother Bickerstaff, thai yoa fauave the 
taition.of a conjurer; and if you have any one 1 
HI yiOiur art to make your sister always beaati 
should be happier than if I were mistress of an 
worlds you have shown me in a starry oigbt" - 
*' Jenny,'' said I, '^ without having recoavw 
ma^iic, i shall give you one plain rule, that wiH 1 
fail of making you always amiable to a 1 a 1 
has so greait a passion for yoa, and k of so 1 il 1 
reasooable a temper as Tran^uilius. End our 
please, and you mast please ; be always in 
disposition as you are when you ask for this 
and you may take my word, you will nev^er 
An inviolable fidelity, good humour, and o h 
cency of temper, outlive all the charms of a 1 
face, and make the decays of it invisible/' 

We discoursed very long upon this h , irh 
was jequally agreeable to us both ; for I c 
fess, as I teiMMriy love her, I take as 1 

fure in giifiiig tier instructions for her wei « 1 
she herself does in receiving them. I proo ed 
therefore, to inculcate these sentiments, by reuuiBj 
a very particular passage that happened within IB] 
own knowledge. 

These were several of us making merry at 1 
friendPs house in a country village, when the ae: 
of ihe parish-church entered the room in a 1 • 
surprise, ai^l talijl us^ ^ that as ha was < 
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||niw« IB the ckancel, m Ihde bkMir of his pick-axe 
•ptoul m decayed coAd» ia which there were seye- 
llii «mttoii papers." Oer curiosity was immediately 
ffimd, eo tkat we went to the place where the 
mataa had been at work> and found a great coa- 
cnine of people about the grave. Among the rest, 
there was an old woman, who told us, the person 
4Mried there was a lady whose name I do not think 
it to Mention, thoogh there is nothing in the story 
tet what tends very much to her honour*. This 
Jady lived several years an exemplary pattern of con- 
JQgal love, and, dying soon after her husband, who 
£Very way answered her character in virtue and af- 
fection, made it her death-bed request, " that all 
the letters which she had received from him both 
before and after her marriage should be buried in 
the coffin with t^er." These I found, upon exami- 
nation, were the papers before us. Several of theui 
had jBufiered so much by time, that I could only 
pick out a few words ; ;is my soul ! lilies ! roses f 
imrest angel! and the like. One of them, which 
ivas legible throughout, ran thus. 

'* Madam, 
" If you would know the greatness of my love, 
consider that of your own beauty. That blooming 
countenance, that snowy bosom, that graceful per- 
son, return every moment to my imagination : the 
brightness of your eyes hath hindered me from 
elosifig mine since I last saw you. You may still 
lid to your beauties by a smile. A frown will 
nai&e me the most wretched of men, as I am tiie 
most passionate of lovers.'' 

* A ion of Sir Thontas ChUheley, one of ka^ WiUiQia's 
idfninls. Assured tbe very rp^pectahl^ communicator of thi» 
note, that the lady heme alla^e^ to wss hii n\other, aaU that 
^letters wtie genuine 
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. It filled the whole company with a deep n 
choly to compare the description of the lette: 
the person that occasioned \i, who was now re 
to a few crumbling bones and a little mouk 
heap of earth. With. much ado I decyphered 
ther letter, which began with, '^ My dear, 
wife." This gave me a curiosity to see ho 
style of one written in marriage differed in 
written in courtship. To my surprise, I foai 
fondness rather augmented than lessenied, thooj 
panegyric turned upon a different accoroplisl 
The words w ere as follow : 

" Before this short absence from you, I d 

know that I loved you so much as I real] 

though, at the same time, I thought I loved ; 

much as possible. I am under great appreb< 

lest you should have any uneasiness whilst I j 

frauded of my share in it, and cannot th 

tasting any pleasures that you do not partali 

me. Pray, my dear, he careful of your hes 

for no other reason, but because you know ! 

not outlive you. It is natural in absence U 

professions of an inviolable constancy; but t 

so much merit, it is scarce a virtue, especiall; 

it is but a bare return to that of which y< 

.given me such continued proofs ever since o 

acquaintance. I am," &c. 

It happened that the daughter of these t 
cellent persons was by when I was readi 
letter. At the sight of the coffin, in which 
body of her mother, near that of her fatb 
melted into a flood of tears. As I had 1 
great character of her virtue, and observed 
£his instance of filial piety, I could not' re 
natural inclination of giving advice to young 
and therefore addressed myself to her* '' 
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lady/' said l, ** you see bow short is the possession 
of that beauty, in which nature has been so liberal 
to yOn. You find the melancholy sight before you 
is a contradiction to the first letter that you heard on 
that subject ; whereas you may observe the second 
letter^ which celebrates your mother's constancy, is 
itself^ being found in this place, an argument of it. 
Buty Madam, I ought to caution you not to think 
the bodies that lie before you your father and your 
Bother. Know, their constancy is rewarded by a 
nobler union than by this mingling of their ashes, 
in a state where there is no danger or possibility of a 
Kcood separation.^' 
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Sheer- lane, December 9. 

As soon as my midnight studies are finished, I take 
bat a very shon repose, and am again up at an ex- 
ercise of another kind ; that is to say, my fencing. 
Thus my life passes away in a restless pursuit of 
fame, and a preparation to defend myself against 
Mlch>a8 attack it This anxiety in the point of re- 
potation is the peculiar distress of fine spirits, and 
makes them liable to a thousand inquietudes, from 
which men of grosser understandings are exempt; 
10 that nothing is more common, than to see one 
part of mankind live at perfect ease under such cir^ 
tmngtances as would make another part of them en** 
tirely miserable. 
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This nrny serve for a pn^ace to ihe h nj 
poor Will Rosin, the fidlef of Wappiog, v 
man as •much made lor happineM and a quiet ii 
as any one breathing ; but has beea htely etum 
in 6o many ii^caite and unreasonable d , 

woukl have made him, had he been a m 
nice honour, the most wretched of aH mor 
came to the knowled^ of his afiairs by mere i 
dent. Several of the narrow end of oar lajae i 
ing made an appointment to visit som^ fr 
yoed Saint Katharine's, where thene was dc 
m^ry meeting, they would needs take vrilii 
the old gentleman, as they are pleased lio can a 
I who value my company by their good-will^ whi 
naturally has the same effect as good-breeding, v 
not too stately, or too wise, to accept of the in* 
tation. Our design was to be spectators of a » 
ball; to which I readily consented, provided 
might 'be incogndto, being naturally pleased ^ 
the survey of human life in all its degrees and 
cumstances. In order to this merriment, \v 
Kosin, who is the Corelli of the IVapping side^ 
Tom Scrape is the Bononcini of Redriffe, was i^ 
mediately sent for; but, to our utter disapp 
'ttient, poor Will was under an arrest, and i 
the assistance of all his kind masters and mtsl 
er he must go to gaol. The whole company 1 
ceived his message with great humanity, and 
generously threw in their half-fence a-piece in 
great dish, which purchased his redemption i 
-the hands of the bailifis. During the negetm 
for his enlargement, I had an opportunity «f 
quainting myself with his history. 

Mr. William Rosin, of tlie parish of Saint B 
tharine, is somewhat stricken in years, and 
ried to a young widow, who has very mooki 
jiscendant over him; this degenerate age beiiig ' 
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ptrvertcd is all thingi^ that, evtn in the ttate of 
mininoiiy^ the jfnaag pretea4 to ^vern their 
ekfera. The mueiciaB n extremely toad of her; 
btt ifr oftea cliliged to lay by his fiddle* to heaf 
loader aoteeof km, when she » pleased to be angry 
with him: for yoa are to know. Will is not of 
ooastqnence cnoagh to enjoy her conversatioB baft 
when she chides him, or nsakes use of him to carry 
oa her amours : for she is a woman of stratagem ; 
aid aven in that part of the world, where oat 
wwld expect but rtry little gallantry, by the force 
of natoral genios, she can be sullen, sick, out of 
hwiMHr, splenetic, want mum cloaths, and mora 
nmiey, as well as if she had been bred in Cheap- 
side or Connhill. She was lately under a secret 
diicoMtent, upon account of a lof er she was like to 
k)se by bis marriage; for her gallant, Mr. Eaekiel 
Boniface, had been twice asked in the church, in 
Older to be joined in matrimony with Mrs. Winifred 
Dimple, spinster, of the same partslk Hereupon 
Mm Rosin was far gone in that distemper which 
^l^veraed husbands know by the description of, 
"I am I know not how;'' aaa Will soon under' 
stood that it was his part to iaqnire into the oc^ 
cinon of her melancholy, or sofier aa the cauve of ii 
Uowelf. After much importunity, all he could gait 
ovft of her was, ** that she was the most unhappy 
aad the most wicked of all women, and had no friend 
ia the workl to tell her gri^f \o." Upoa this, WiU 
doubled his importanitiea; but she said, ** that sha 
tikmld break her poor heart, if he did not take a 
stkmft oath upon a book, that be would aot ha 
ancry ; and Uuit he wookl expose the persD» who 
had wnonged bet to sdl the world, fop the. ease of 
W mind, which was no way else to be quieted^'' 
The ftdler w«8 so melted, that ha immtdiafcai^ 
ktSBcd her, ^aad aAenrarda the boriu . Whaa km 
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oath was taken« she beg^a to lament herself, 
revealed to him^ "That» miserable woman at 
was, she had been false to his bed.'' WUl.i 
glad to hear it was no worse; but, before he go 
teply, " Nay/' said she, ** I will make yoa all ina 
atonement I can, and take shame upon me, hy 
claiming it to all the world, which is the only i 
that can remove my present terrors of mind.'^ . j 
was indeed too true, for her design was to 
Mr. Boniface's marriage, which was all she ; 
hended. Will was thoroughly angry, and bi 
curse and swear, the ordinary expressions of ] 
in persons of his condition. Upon which his wiw^ 
** Ah, William ! how well you mind the oath 
have taken, and the distress of your poor wife, ^ 
can keep nothing from you! I hope you will ;;m 
such a perjured wretch as to forswear . y§i L? 
The fidier answered, " That his oath obi a b 
only not to be angry at what had passed ; uut 1 c 
you intend to make me laughed at all over Vrap- 
pinff." — *' No, no," replied Mrs. . Rosin, " I 
well enough what you would be at, you pi 
spirited cuckold ! You are afraid to expose Boniface, 
who has abused your poor wife, and would fail 
persuade me still to suffer the stings of conscience ; 
but I assure you, sirrah, I will not go to the devi 
for you." Poor Will was not made for contention, 
and, beseeching her to be pacified, desired ** sh< 
would consult the good of her soul her own way 
for he would not say her nay in any thinff.'' 

Mrs. Rosin was so very loud and public in hei 
invectives against Boniface, that the parents of hit 
mistress forbad the banns, and his match was pre- 
Tented, which was the whole design of this cieef: 
stratagem. The father of Boniface brought hii 
action of defalnation, arrested the fidier, and re* 
jcovered damages. This was the dittrofi fr 
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cb he was rdioTed by the company ; and the 
d hosbaiid's air, history, and jollity upon his en- 
iCBMBOt, gave occasion to very much mirth ; es- 

liy when Will, finding he had friends to stand 
proclaimed himself a cuckold, by way of 

\ over the family of the Bonifaces. Here is a 

\ of tranquillity without reading Seneca ! What 

k had such an incident made among persons of 

ion I The brothers and kindred of each side 

nave been drawn out, and hereditary hatred 

lued on the families as long as their very names 

x) in the workl. Who would believe that 

fa, Othelk), and Will Rosin, were of the same 

es? 

nere are quite different sentiments which reiffn 
Jbe parlour and the kitchen; and it is by the 
at of honour, when justly regulated, and invio- 
iy observed, that some men are superior to others, 
noch as mankind in general are to brutes. This 
B me in mind of a passage in the admirable poem 
ed " The Dispensary," where the nature of true 
loor is artfully described in an ironical dispraise 
t: 

" Bat ere vie once engage in honour's cause, 
First know what honour is, and whence it was. 
Scom'd by the base, *tis courted by the brave, 
The hero's tyrant* ai^d the coward's slave. 
Bom in the noisy camp, it lives on air ; 
And both exists oy hope, and by despair. 
•Angry whene'er a moment's ease we gain, 
And reconcil'd at our returns of puiu. 
It lives when in death's arms the hero lies. 
Bat when his safety he consults, it dieSb 
Bigoted to this idol, we disclaim 
R&it, health, and ease, for nothing but a name." 

*«* A veiy odd fellow visited me to-day at my 
Igjngs, and desired encouragement and reGtm*- 

VOL. 111. M 
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men Jation from me for a new tttteodkon of ftno 
to doors^ wfanch he told me he had na i 

fessed to teach rustic servants the oi 
desired him to show me an experiment of 
ventioB; upon which he fixed one of his k 
t« my psnrlour-door. He then gA¥e me a < 
set of knocks, from the solitary tap of the i i- 
beggar, to the thunderings of the saucy ^ 
quality, with scfveral flourishes and rat iss 
yel performed. He likewise played- Ofer 
yate notes, distinguishing the fhrnitlar ?^ 
relation from the most modish visitor; aodji 
when the reserve candles are «o his* lighted, j 
several other curiosities in his art. He ws i 
tm receive my ttpprohation of the ii 

is^ now ready to practise tu sudi as f «p| 
scives i<k him; hnt i have p«lt nispvlAic 
«uitil next coort-^y. 

N. B. He teaches under grodnTi'. 
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» l uvmim dmecti memhru' p9tUBi 

HOSSi 1. S«t IV. 

You ivill find the limbar of « disiiieinbei*d poe& 

WiWsCqg^houwr December 1^. 

I WAS this evening sitting^ at the side-tab 
r^ing oae of my ewn papers with gn 
factioBn noi.knowiiig. that I waa ofaaervod bj so; 
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4ke KMBb 1 liad fi«t long enjoyied iSiis secret plea- 
•mmm^tima author, vrbeo a gentleman, soeae of wkesv, 
«Mffki I have baeMi ^igolf eBtertained wkh, ae- 
onted me afW the 4bllowiBg manner. '' Mr. Bick* 
« w u <t y*Q kaoMT I have lor some years devoted my* 
mM 4rfaolly ta the Muses, and, perhaps, you will 
3be sof^^iisedl «v4Ba I teil ^rou i am resolved to 
4ake flap» aad apply myscAf to hnsiness. I shaU, 
Ihesobre, Aieg you will «taBd my friend, and re- 
fwmnwTMd a .iiastiMner to «e for iseveral goods that I 
iaaie now Jipon my faands.''»^I desired him to let 
4ir kant m particulars and I would do my utmost 
ii aerae him.-^*' I have, first of all/' says he, *' the 
f g a j g r ess of an amoar digested into sonoets, he- 
giattiag with a poem to the unknown fair, and end« 
•iag wikk an ^thaimniwn, I have celebrated in it 
Inr crneUy, her pity, her face, her shape, her wit, 
•ber good huosoar, her dancing, her singing'' — — I 
tould iM)t forbear interrupting him; '* This is a 
onost accomplished lady,'' said I ; ^ but has she 
toally, with all these perfections, a fine voice ?"-^ 
* Pugh," says he, ** you do not believe there is 
<Qch a person in nature. This was only my em- 
ployment in solitude last summer, when I had nei- 
i^Mr friends nor hooks to divert me."-— ^' I was go- 
ing/' said I, ^ to ask her name, bat I find st is only 
sii imaginary mistress.'^ — ^' That's true," replied ray 
friend, "but her name isf lavia. I have," cootinued 
^lie, ** in the second place, a collection of lampoons, 
-calculated either for the Bath, Tunbridge, or any 
,plaoe where they drink waters, with blank spaces, 
for the names of such person or persons as may 
be inserted in them on occasion. Thus much I 
ihave told only of what I have by me, proceeding 
fiiOBi love and malice. I have also at this time tho 

* l;Jie techniosl jiirsae of an auctioneer. 

M 2 
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sketch of an heroic poem upon the next peace: •»• 
veral, indeed, of the verses are either too longer 
too short, it heing a rough draught of my thomMi 
upon that subject/' I thereupon told him, **'uittt 
as it was, it niigh^ probably pass for a very sooi 
Pindaric, and I believed I knew one who woaU be 
willing to deal with him for it upon that foot*'' ** I 
must tell you also/' said he, " I have made a dedi- 
cation to it, which is about four sides close writtM. 
that may serve any one that is tall, and onderttaadi 
Latin. I have further, about fifty similies, that lieii 
never yet applied, besides three-and -twenty d^ 
flcriptions of the sun rising, that might be of grcit 
use to an epic poet. These are my more bulky com- 
modities : besides which, I have several small wam 
that I would part with at easy rates; as^ obter- 
vations upon life, and moral sentences,, reduced 
into several couplets, very proper to close op acti of 
plays, and may be easily introduced by two or three 
lines of prose, either in tragedy or comedy* If I 
could find a purchaser curious in Latin poetry, I 
could accommodate him with two dozen of epi- 
grams, which, by reason of a few false quantitio^ 
should come for little, or nothing." 

I heard the gentleman with much attention, anA 
asked him, " Whether he would break bulk, and 
sell his goods by retail, or designed they should aU 
go in a lump?'' He told me, " That he should be 
very loth to part them, unless it was to oblige a roaa 
of quality, or any person for whom I had a partv- 
cular friendship." — " My reason for asking," said I« 
'' i^, only because I know a young gentlemaD who 
intends to appear next spring in a new jinglvig 
chariot, with the figures of the nine Muses on each 
side of it; and, I believe, would be glad to co 
into the world in verse." We could not go on la 
our treaty, by reason of two or three critics thai 



^ 106. TATLEK. tftS 

ined w. Tbey had beeo talking, it ceerm, of the 
P9 letters which were found in the coffin, and 

Dtioned in one of my late Lucubrations, and 

with a request to me, that I would commu- 

9 any others of them that were legible. One of 

• gentlemen was pleased to say, that it was a very 

>eT instance of a widow's constancy, and said, 
tie wished I had subjoined, as a foil to it, the foU 
wiog passage in Hamlet." The young prince was 
It yet acquainted with all the guilt of his mother^ 
It turns bis thoughts on her sudden ibrgetfulnesa 
' his ^her, and the indecency of her hasty mar- 
igew 

-That It should come to this! 



Biit two months dead ! nay, iM>t so much, not two! 
So excelteiit a King C that was, to thb, 
Hyperion to a satyr: so loving to my mother, 
That he might not let e'en the winds of Heaven 
Visit her face too rou^ly. Heaven and earth ! 
Most I remember? why she would bang on liior. 
As if increase of appetite had grown 
' By what it fed ott : and yet, within a month ! 
Let me not think on*t — Frailty, thy name is Woman ! 
A litHe month ! or ere thnie shoes were old, 
With which she followM mv poor father^s body. 
Like Niobe, all tears! —why she, even she, 
O Heaven ! a brute, that wants discourse of reason. 
Would have mo«ni*d longer — married with mine unclt:. 
My father's brother! but no more like my father. 
Than I to Hercules. Within a month ! 
Ere yet the salt of most unrighteous tears ' 
Had left the flushing in her gauled eyes, 
$he married — O most wicked speed, to post 
With such dexterity to incestuous sheets ! 
It is not, nor it cannot come to, good. 
But, break, my heart, for I must hold my tongue ! 

The several emotions of mind, and breaks of 
ission, in this speech, are admirable. He has 
luched every circumstance that aggravated the fact^ 

M 3 
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and seemed capable of harrying the tboughtSfol 
fion into distraction. His father's tendemeM finr I 
-fnother, expressed in so delicate a partioalar; 
motliei^s fondness for his father, no leai esqui 
descTibed; the great and amiable figure of nit.«i 
f>arent drawn by a true fihal piety; his disdaia 
so unworthy a successor to bis -bed ; but, aibofe i 
^be shortness of the time betwaen his father's do 
iind his mother's second marriage, brought to 
^ith so much disorder, make up as noble a t«iA 
"any in that celebrated tragedy. The circui 
of time I never could enough admire. The ^ 
hood had lasted two months. This is his ficas i 
flexion : but, as his indignation rises, he siuks 
scarce two months: afterwards into a month; a 
at last, into alitUe^month: but all this so .natural! 
that the reader accompanies him m the violence 
his passiou, and finds the time lessen insensibl 
according to the different workings of his disdai 
I have not mentioned the incest of her marri; 
which is so obvious a provocation ; but cannot .. 
bear taking notice, that when his fury is at 
height, he cries, " Frailty, thy name is Woman 
as railing at .the sex in general, rather than givi 
himself leave to think his mother worse th 
others Desidtrantur multa, 

*^* Whereas Mr. Jeffery Groggram 'has sur 
dered himself, by his letter bearing date Decei 
ber 7, and has- sent an acknowledgement that be 
dead, praying an order to the company of U 
holders for interment at such a reasonable rate 
may not impoverish his heirs: the said Oroggra 
.having been dead ever since he was born, a* 
added nothing to his small patrimony ; Mr. Bickc 
staff has taken the premises into consideration; ai 
being sensible of the ingenuous and singular 
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kaenoar of tlui pelkkMier, praoooaces the sakl 
lafiSny <Groggraiii a li^e nsD, and wiU not sofier 
'llMii it ilioukl bury lumself out of jnodesiy ; Imt 
teqaiMs him to Kmmiii among the living, as aa toL- 
ample to those ohstinate ciead men, who will neiiher 
iaboar fi>r life, nor go to their grave. 

N. Bb Mr. Grc^gram is the hrst person tha^ has 
•ecnae in upon Mr. Bickerstaff's dead warrant. 

•f 44* Florinda demands, by her letter of this day, 
(to be allowed to pass for a living woman, having 
danced ^e D^yshire Hominpe in the presence of 
several friends on Saturday last. 

Granted ; provided she can bring proof, that sh^ 
ean make a pudding on the twenty-fourth instant. 
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-Ah miser ! 



Quantd laborai m Choryddt, 
Pigne vuer meUoK-flammd ? 

HOR. 1. Od, xxvii. JO. 

Unh&ppy youth! doth she snrpriie? 

And have her i)aiii9s {KMsess'd 

Thy burpiDg breast ? 
Xhoa didst deserve a dart £rom kinder eyes. 

CREECH. 

Sheer-lane, December 14* 

About four this aftornooi;!, which is the hour I 
usually put myseljf in ^a readings to receive com- 
pany, there entered a ^gei^tieiQan, who I helieve4^t 
first came upon -some vOrdioary quQfltion; W^> 9^1^ 
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approached neater to me, I saw in his countenaooe t 
deep sorrow* mixed with a certain ingenuous comr 
piacency, that gave me sudden good-will towutb 
him. He stared, and betrayed an abseoce of 
thought, as he was going to communicate his buair, 
riess to me. But at last, recovering himself, he said 
with an air of great respect, " Sir, it would, htf an 
injury to your knowledge in the occult sciencei^ tp 
tell you what is my distress; I dai*e say, . you read it 
in my countenance : I, therefore, beg your adTioe 
to the most unhappy of all men/' Much experience 
has made me particularly sagacious in the discovery 
of distempers, and I soon saw that his was love, i 
then turned to my common- place-book, and .found 
his case under the word Coquette; and i*eading over 
the catalogue which 1 have collected out of this 
great city of all under that character, { saw at the 
name of Cynthia his fit came upon him* I repeated 
the name thrice after a musing manner, and iranie;- 
diately perceived his pulse qtncken two thinis; 
when his eyes, instead of the wildness with which 
they appeared at his entrance, looked with all the 
gentleness imaginable upon me, not without teen. 
" Oh ! Sir," said he, " you know not the unworthy 
usage I have met with from the woman my soul 
doats on. I could gaze at her to the end of my 
being: yet when 1 have done so, for some time 
past, I have found her eyes fixed on another. She 
is now two-and-twenty, in the full tyranny of her 
charms, which she once acknowledged she rejoiced 
in, only as they made her choice of me, out of a 
crowd of admirers, the more obliging. But in the 
midst of this happiness, so it is, Mr. Bickentat}^ 
that young Quickset, who is just come to town, 
without any other recommendation than that of 
being tolerably handsome, and excessively rich, has 
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wdn her- Ifeait in so sfaaraelest a manner, that she 
ika for him. In a word, I would consult yon, 
iiovr to cure myself of this passion for an ongrateful 
iroman, who triumphs in her falsehood, and can 
make no rian happy, because her own satis^K^tion 
consists cbdefly in being capable of giring distress. 
I know Quickset is at present considerable with her, 
for no other reason but that he can be without her> 
and feel ilo pain in the loss. Let me, therefore, 
desire yoix, Sir, to fortify my reason against the le- 
▼ity ot an inconstant, who ought only to be treated 
with neglect" 
All thiff time I was looking over my receipts, and 

asked hint, " if he had any good winter boots '* 

** Boots, Sir! " said my patient— I went on; *• You 
may easily reach Harwich in a day, so as to be there 
when the packet goes off" — " Sir," said the lover, 
^ I find you design me for travelling; but, alast 
/ have n» language^ it will be the same thing to me 
as solitude, to be in a strange country. I have," 
contuiued he, sighing, ^ been many years in love 
with this creature^ amd have almost lost even my 
English, at least to speak such as any body else 
doesr I asked a tenant of ours, who came up to 
town the other day with rent, whether the flowery 
mead near my father's house in the country had any 
shepherd in it ? I have called a cave a grotto these 
three years, and must keep ordinary company, ai^ 
frequent busy people for some time, before I can 
recover my common words." I smiled at his raiU 
kry upon himself, though I well saw it came from 
a heavy heart. " You are," said I, " acquainted, 
to be sure, with some of the general officers: sup- 
pose you made a campaign ?" — ** If I did," said he, 
" I should venture more than any man there, for I 
should be in danger of starving; my father is such 
UA untoward old gentleman, that he would tell me 
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lie found it kard enough to pay ki&texu f Sowardsl 
war, without making it more expeDsiveb y an alle 
4moe to me. With all this, ke i& as it md as ki 
rugged, and I am iiis only wn/' 

I looked upon tke y«uitg; gentlemaik with n 
tendei*iies6, and not like a; physician, but a ftim 
for I talked to him so largely, that i£ I had p 
.celled my discourse into distinct prescript » 
am confident, I gave him two huadr^ pi 
worth of advice. He keard ne with great i bdh 
i)owing, smiling, and showing all othe r ii 
4)f that natural good breeding which ingeiiuo 
pers pay to those who are elder and 'iv r u 
themselves. I entertained him to the loiimi 
purpose : '' I am sorry. Sir, that your pamon b 
no long a date^ for eviU are much more cmrable 
their beginnings; but at the same time m ast alk 
that you are not to be blamed« since your youth i 
merit has been abused by one of the most ch] 
Ing, but the most unworthy sort of women, 
.coquettes. A coquette is a chaste jilt, aiid i 
only from a common one^ as a soldier, who is p 
feet in exercise^ does from one that is actoally 
«ervice. This grief, like all others, is to be coi 
only by time; and although you are convinced t 
moment as much as you will be ten y^ars hen 
that she ought to be scorned and neglected, you 
you must not expect your remedy from the force 
reason. The cure then is only in time, and t 
hastening of the cure only in the manner of 
ploying that time. You have answered me at 
travel and a campaign, so that we have only Gra 
JBritain to avoid her in. Be then yourself, c 
listen to the following rules, which only can be 
use to you in this unaccountable distemper, wher 
ihe patient is often averse even to his recovery. 
b9i& been of benefit to somp to apply themtelviw 
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a»: 1liit«8 that.nu^ <iot lay in your way^ go 

to yo'ur estate, mind your fox-houmls, and 

fe the -life you -are weary of, over every hedge 

itch in the country. These are wholesome re- 

ss; but if you can have resolution enough^ ra« 

itay in town, and -vecover yourself even in the 

where she inhabits. Take particular care to 

I all pla ces where you may possibly meet her^ 

A 1ih( ; sight of every thing which may bring 

» your 1 remembrance ; there is an infection in 

lat relates to her: you will find, her house, 

chariot, her domestics, and her very lap-dog, 

10 man) ' instruments of torment. Tell me se- 
ly, do ] 'ou think you eoold bear the sight of her 

He sf look his head at the question, and said, 
i! Mr. BickeFstafF> you -must 'have been a 
nt, or y ou could not have been so good a phy- 
a." — « \[o tell you tnily," said I, " about the 
ieth yea r of my age, I - received a wound that 
itill left a scar in my mind, never to be quite 
I out by time or philosophy. 
The xnoans, which I found the- most effectual 
ly cure were reflexions upon the ill-usage I had 
ved froi n the woman I loved, and the pleasure 
V her talke in my soarings. 
d consi^lered the distress she' brought upon me 

eatesti that could befal an human creature; at 
wane tim le that she did not inflict this upon one 
was het enemy, 6ne that had done her an in-' 
, •ne til at had wished her ill ; but on the man 

loved t ler more than any else loved her, and 
eithan it was possible for him to love smy other 

1. 
>in the n ext place, I took pains to consider her 

11 her iml )erfection$; and that I might be sure to 
* of then I constantly) kept company with those 
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ber female friends, who were her deareit and i 
intimate acquaintance. 

" Amongst her highest imperfectipii^y I 
dwelt upon her baseness of mind and ingrat 
that made her triumph in the pain aqd ango: 
the man who loved her, and of one who in 
days, without vanity be it spoken^ wa^ tho 
deserve her love. ^ 

'' To shorten my story, she was married lo i 
tber, which would have distracted me, had 
proved a good husband : but to my gr^ pie 
lie used her at first with coldness, and anerv 
with contempt. I hear he still treats her very 
and am informed, that she often says to her w 
this is a just revenge for my falsehood to my 
love: what a wretch am 1, that might have t 
married to the famous Mr. Bickerstaii! '* 

My patient looked upon me with a kind of 
lancholy pleasure, and told me, '' He did not tl 
it was possible for a man to live to the :^e 1 aioa 
of, who in his thirtieth year had been tortured ' 
that passion in its violence. For my part,'' said 
" I can neither eat, drink, nor sleep iait; nor] 
company with any body, but two or ihree i 
who are in the same condition.*'' 

'' There,*' answered I, " you are to bl: j 
as you ought to avoid nothing more ll ne 
company with yourself, so you ought lo oe p 
cularly cautious of keeping company with men 
yourself. As long as ypu do this, yo« do bnl 
dulge your distemper. y 

" I must not dismiss you without further imi 
tions. If possible, transfer your passion from 
woman you are now in love with to another; c 
you cannot do that, change the passion itself 
lK>me other passion, that is tP speak more p 
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: some other agreeable woman ; or if yoa 

lothis, grow coYetooSy ambitious, Htigious; 

love.of woman into that of proSt, prefer- 

epntatioAf and for a time give up yoarself 

to the pnrsait. 

is is a method we sometimes take in physic, 
e torn a desperate disease into one we can 
silv core." 

lade little answer to all this, bat crying out, 

> ** for his passion reduced his discourse to 

n 

« is one thing/' added I, *' which is pre- 

I to a man in your condition, and, there- 

oe avoided with the greatest care and cau- 

is, in a word, to think of your mistress 

u together, whether walking, discoursing, 

;— " '^ The devil ! '* he cried out, ** who can 

*' To compose him, for, I pitied him very 

^' The time will come," said I, ** when you 

t only bear it, but laugh at it. As a prepa- 

) it, ride every mornang, an hour at least, 

I wind full in your face. Upon your return, 

t the several precepts which 1 have now 

>u, and drink upon them a bottle of Spaw- 

Repeat this every day for a month sue- 
r, and let me see you at the end of it." He 
ng his leave with many thanks, and some 
nee of consolation in his countenance, when 

him back to acquaint him, " that I had 
information of a design of the coquettes to 

all the true Spaw-water in town:" updn 
ke took his leave in haste, with a resolution 
1 things ready for entering upon his regims^ 
; morning. 



»i. 
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Pnmaque cf/m tpectent itnimalya cpitetaterritph 

Os homini sublime dedit : Ccelumque tt^eri 

Jtmit-^ OyiD. Met L fflf. 

Thus while- the mute creation downward . bend 

Their sights and to their earthly mother tend, 

Man looks aloft, and with erected ejet 

Beholds his own hereditary skies. DRY])ER. 

Sheer4ane, December 16. 

It is not to be imagiped how gr^t aa e£^ct well' 
disposed lights, with proper forins aq^ orqi^rs jn^^ 
.seinblies, haye upon some tempers. 1. amii Wfff^^ 
feel it in so extraordinary a maiinf^r^ that 1 59(|^ 
in a day or two get out of my jmagination^^^yjgi^ 
beautijful or disagreeable impression whiph I jrcQK^f^ 
on such occasions. For this reason I ^qvtently foqk 
in at the play-house, in or^er to .enlarge . 
thoughts, and warm my mipd with some, p^w i4cM» 
that may be serviceable to me in my lucwbratigiu. 
In this disposition I entered ihe tb^Wc. ^^e o^er 
day, and placed myself in a corner of it Very ooji- 
Venient for ^seeing, without ^eing myself ^^^jisS^M 
I found the audjbenpe husjbied in .a very iljeep ttt- 
t^tion; and did not question but spine npiije In* 
gedy was just then in its prisis, . or .tbat ^ jpcy'"' 
was to be unravelled, which, wppld dpt^|jaE^pe| 
fate of a hero. While I was in .this susD^p^e, 
pecting every moment to kee my ola m^d 
Betterton appear in all the majesty oi dl 
my unspeakable amazement there came up a ni 
with a face betweoa his fiet; and as I was looi 
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n, he raised I^ittiself ori 6ne leg in such a perpen^ 
iculiar po^ture^ thbt the other grew in a direct line 
trove his head. It aft^n/i^rdf tvmted itself into 
M nhotion^ ahd wreathinjgs of «6f eral difierent ani- 
ials^ and after a great variety of shapes and trans* 
yrniations, went off the stage in the figure of a 
aAiah creature. The admiration^ the applause, 
ie sa!t]sf^tiojQ( of the audience^ during this strange 
itertainmenty is not to be Expressed. I was very 
mch out of <;ountenance for my deahr countrymen, 
dd looked about with some apprehension, for fear 
hy foreigner i^hbuid be preserit. Is it possible, 
!iiought I, that human nature can rejoice in its 
isgrabe, and take pleasure in seeing its own figure 
irhed to ridicdle, and distorted into forms that 
I horror and aversion ? There is something dis-^ 
] tduous and immoral in the being able to bear 
d a sight. Men of elegant and noble minds ar6 
)cked at seeing the characters of persons who 
cserve ekteem for their virtue, knowledge, or ser* 
ices to their cottotry, ]5laced in wrong lights, and 
ly ikiisrepresentation made the subject of buf- 
btoerjr. Such a nice abhorrence is not indeed to 
)h found among the vulgar ; but methinks it is won^ 
lerful, that those who have nothing but the out* 
rard figure to distinguish them as men, should de* 
ight in seeing huihanity abused, vilified, and dis- 
puted. 
I must confess, there is nothing that more pleases 
, 16 all that I read in books, or see among man* 
Li , than such passages as represent human nature 
p IDS proper dignity. As man is a creature made up 
if difierent extremes, he has something in him very 
^eat and very meaq. A skilful artist may draw an 
ixcellent picture of him jn either of these views, 
fhe finest authors of antiquity have taken him on 
te more advantageous side. They cultivate the 

if 2 
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natural grandeur •£ the souU raise in her a' gener 
ambition, feed her with hopes of immortality b 
perfection, and do all they can to widen the ] i- 
tion between the virtuous and the vicious, ' by mBk* 
ing the difference betwixt them as great as be 
gods and brutes. In short, it is impossible to i 
a page jn Plato, Tully, and a thousand other ao' 
moralists, without being a greater and a better [ 
for it. On the contrary, I could never read any o 
our modish French authors, or those of onr owi 
country, who are the imitators and admirers of ti 
trifling nation, without being for some time out o 
humour with myself and at every thing about me 
Their business is, to depreciate human nature, an 
consider it under its worst appearances. They fpv 
mean interpretations and base motives to the wor 
thiest actions : they resolve virtue and vice into con 
stitution. In short, they endeavour to ma 
distinction between man and man, or l)etween in 
species of men and that of brutes. As an instano 
of this kind of authors, among many others, let anj 
one examine the celebrated Rochefoucault, who i 
the great philosopher for administering of conaolatin 
to the idle, the envious, and worthless part o 
mankind. 

I remember a young gentleman of moden^ 
understanding, but great vivacity, who by dippini 
into many authors of this nature, had got a fit 
smattering of knowledge, just enough to make 
atheist or a free-thinker, but not a philosopher 
man of sense. With these accomplishments, 
went to visit his father in the country, who was 
plain, rough, honest man, and wise, though no 
learned. The son, who took all opportunitias ti 
show his learning, began to establish a new reliffiol 
in the family^ and to enlarge the narrowness of tnei 
country notions^ in which he succeeded so well, tbs 
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be bad seduced the butler by bis table-talk, and 
staggered his eldest sister. The old gentleman 
began to b^ alarmed at the schisrtis that arose among 
bis children, but did Hot yet bdieve his son's doc- 
trine to be so pernicious as it really was, until one 
day talking of his setting dog, the son said^ '* he did 
not question but Trey Was as immortal as any one 
of the family;" and in the heat gf the argument told 
his father, " that, for his own part, he expected to 
die like a dog/' Upon which, the old man starting 
up ill a very great passion, cried out, '* Then, sirrah, 
vou shall live like one ;" and taking his cane in his 
hand, .cudgelled him out of his system. This had so 
good an eHect upon him, that he took up from that 
day, fell to reading good books, and is now a bencher 
in the Middle-Temple 

I do not mention this cudgelling part of the story 
with a design to engage the secular arm in matters 
of this nature ; but certainly, if it ever exerts itself 
in afiairs of opinion and speculation, it ought to do 
it on such shallow and despicable pretenders to 
knowledge, who endeavour to give man dark and 
uncomfortable prospects of his being, and destroy 
those principles which ate the support, happiness, 
and glory of all public societies, as well as private 
persons* 

1 think it is one of Pythagoras's golden sayings, 
" Th^t a man should take care above all things to 
have a due respect for himself.'' And it is certain, 
that this licentious sort of authors, who are for de- 
preciating mankind, endeavour to disappoint and 
undo what the most refined spirits have been labour* 
ing to advance since the beginning' of the world. 
1*06 very design of dress, go^d-breedii^^'dutward 
ornaments, and ceremony, w'ere' to lift up human 
nature, and set it off to an adVSliitage. Architec- 
turt, painting, and statuary, were invented with 

M3 
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the same design; as indeed every art and sciioiioe 
contributes to the embellishment of life, i tol 
wearing off and throwing into shades the j 
low parts of our nature. Poetry carries on ci ] 
end more than all the rest, as may be seen in i 
following passage taken out of Sir Francis ri : 

/' Advancement of Learning/' which gives a irnttr 
and better account of this art than all the vol 
that were ever written upon it, i 

" Poetry, especially heroicah seems to be | 

^altogether from a noble foundation, which 
.^luch for the dignity of man's nature. Fbr seeiDS j 
this sensible world is in dignity inferior to the foal } 
of man, poesy seems to endow human nature wi& 
that which history denies; and to give satisfhcl r 
to the mind, with at least the shadow of tb 
,where the substance cannot be had. For if the > 
ter be thoroughly considered, a strong argumeiit 
may be drawn from poesy, that a more stately great- 
.ness of things, a more perfect order, amd a more 
beautiful variety, delights the soul of man, than any 
way can be found in nature since the fall. tVliere- 
fore, seeing the acts and events,, which are the sub- 
jects of true history, are not of that amplitude as to 
content the mind of man ; poesy is ready at band to 
feign acts more heroical. Because true history reports 
.the successes of business not proportionable to the ' 
merit of virtues and vices, "poesy corrects it, and j 
presents events and fortunes according to desert, arid j 
according to the law of Providence: because trte 
.history, through the frequent satiety and similitude 
of things, works at a distaste and misprison in IBe 
piind of man ; poesy cheareth and refresheth iht 
soul, chanting things rare and various, srad full ti 
.vicissitudes. So as poesy serveth and conferreth to 
delectation, magnanimity, and morality ; and there- 
fore, it may seem deservedly to have some partici- 
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livihencst, biscaase it doth raf^ iht pmA, 

! Wt 'spirit with high niptifrfes, by pr^por- 

3'&oWs of things to the desilres of the mind, 

« sabmitting the ihind to things, as reason 

ry do. Aiid by these allaremelits luid con- 

ni whereby it cherisheth the soul of man^ 

a siso with coniMirt of mnsic, whereby it may 

e sweetly ihsmirate itself, it hath won such cu> 

that it hath ^ been in estimation even in rudie 

tlhd balrbdrous nations, when other learning 

^oa excluded/' 

'Bat there is nothing which favours and falls in 

ICh this natural greatness and dignity of human na* 

's6 milch as religion, which does liot only pro- 

e the entire refinement of <the mind, bat the glo«» 

rying of-the body, and the immortality of both. 



M*^ii*MfaU« 



109. tUESDAY, DECEMBER 20, 1709. 



Perditur h<sc inter miserit Im 

HOR. 2. Sat. vi. 59. 



-in this giddy, husy maze. 



I Jose the san-shine of my days. FRANCIS. 

Sheer'ltme, DeCerhher lH. 

teUE has not tome years been such « a tumult in 
\t tieighbourhood as this evening about six. At the 
Wer end of the lane the word was given, th^t there 
te a great funeral coming by. The next moment 
y fervt^ard in a very hasty, instead of a solemn 
ler, • a' iong train of lights^ when at Itsl ar foot-' 
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inaQ> ill vefy high youth and health; with all hi 
force ran through the whole art of beating the < 
of the house next to me^ and ended his rattle i 
the true finishing rap. This did not only bring- 
to the door at which he knocked, but to that « 
eyery one in the lane in an instant. Among the 
my country-maid took the alarm^ and imme< 
running to me, told me, " there was a fines 
lady, who had- three men with burial torcl K< 

ing way before her, carried by two men up* p 
with looking-glasses on each side of her, and 
glass also before, she herself appearing the pn 
that ever was.'' The girl was going on in her 11011 
when the lady was come to my door in her < 
having mistaken the house. As toon as she en 
I saw she was Mr. Isaac's scholar, by 1 ki 

air and the becoming stop she made wnen sne tw 
gan her apology. " You will be surprised. Sir/' laid 
she, " that I take this liberty,, who am utterly 1 
stranger to you ; besides that it may be thought an 
indecorum that I visit a man.'' She made here • 
pretty hesitation, and held her fan to her face.— — 
Then, as if recovering her resolution, she proceeded 

** But I think you have said, that men of y 

age are of no sex; therefore, I may be as free.vi 
you as one of my own." The lady did me tfa« bo- 
nour to consult me on some particular matters, which 
am not at liberty to report. But, before she took 
her leave, she produced a long list of names, which 
she looked upon, to know whither she was to go 
next. I must confess, I could hardly forbear disco- 
vering to her, immediately, that I secretly laughed 
at the fantastical regularity she observed in throw 
away her time; but I seemed to indulge her inj», 
out of a curiosity to hear her own sense of her 1 
of life. " Mr. Bickerstaf}/' said she, '* you ctt 1 
imagine how much you are obliged to me, in stayi 
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thus long with yoa, haring so matiy tisits to make; 
Midi indeed, if I had not hopes that a third part 6f 
tix»e I am going to will be abroad, I should be un- 
able to dispatch them this evening." — " Madam/^ 
laid I9 " are you ill all this haste and perplexity, and 
only going to stich as you hare not a mind to see?*' 
— " Yes, Sir/* said she, '" I have several now with 
whom I keep a constant correspondence, and returri 
visit for visit punctually every week, and yet w« 
have nbt seen each other since last November was 
twelvemonth/* 

She went on with a very good air, and fixing her 
eves on her list, told me, " she was obliged to ride 
about three miles and k half before she arrived at 
her owil house/^ I asked, ** after what manner this 
list was taket), whether the persons writ their names 
to Ber, and desired that favour, or how she knew 
she was not cheated in her muster-roll?" — " Th# 
method we take," says she, '' is, that the porter, or 
lervant who comes to the door, writes down all the 
names who come to 4ee us, and all such are entitled 
to a return of their Visit.**—'' But,** said I, " Madam, 
I presume those who are searching for each other, 
aad know one another by messages, may be tinder*- 
stood as candidates only for each other's favour; and 
that after so many how-do-ye-docs, you proceed to 
visit or not, as you like the run of each other's repu- 
tation or fortune/* — " You understand it right,** said 
she; " and we become friends, as soon as we are 
convinced that our dislike to each other may be of 
any consequence : for to tell you truly,*' said she, ** for 
it is in vain to hide any thing from a man of your 
penetration, general visits are not made out of good- 
will, but for rear of ill-wilL Punctuality in this casd 
is often a suspicious circumstance : and there is no- 
thing so common as to have a lady say, ' I hope she • 
hag heard nothing of what I said of her, that she 
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^ow8 so gres^t with me !' But indeed my porter i 
du^ ahd negligent, that I fear he has not put d) 
half the people I owp visits to/' — " Madam,'' i 
j, *^ methinks it would be very proper if your 
tleman-usher or groom of the chamber were idii 
to keep an account, by way of debtor and cr^i 
j know a city lady who uses that method, wfti^ 
^ink very laudable : for though you may pi 
)Lt the court end of tne town receive at the door, 
light up better than within Temple-bar, yet I 
do that justice to my friends the ladies within 
ws^Hs, to own^ that they are much more exaci 
their correspondence. The lady I was going to n 
jion as an example has always the second appren 
put of the counting-house for her own use mi 
visiting-day, and he sets down very methodically 
the visits which are made her. I remember v 
well, that on the first of January last, when 
ITiade up her account for the year 1708, it stood tb 

" Mrs. COURTWOOD — 

Debtor. 
To seventeen hun-l 

dred and four > 1704 
visits received, 3 



'' Per Cow/ro— Crcdi 



By eleven . hun- 
dred and nine V 1 
paid. 

Due to balance, • • • « 

r 



} 



^ . " This gentlewoman is a woman of great ecoiKM 
^d was not afraid to go to the bottom of her afl& 
and, therefore, ordered her apprentice to ffive 
credit for my lady Easy's impertinent visits 
wrong days, and deduct only twelve per cent. 
had orders also to subtract one and a half from 
whole of such as she had denied herself to bel 
she kept a day ; and after taking those proper 
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Icl^ of .credit on hor side, she was ia arrear but Fitc 
undred. ' She ordered her husband to buy in a 
oaple of fresh coach-horses ; and with no other lo^ 
!ian the death of two footmen, and a church -yard 
Tiig^ brought upon her coachman, she was clear iu 
be world on the tenth of February last, and keeps 
d before-hanp, that she pays every body their own, 
nd yet ma|[*es daily new acc^uaintances. * 

I know' hot whether this agreeable visitant was 
ir^ with the example of the lady I told her of, but 

I immediately vanished out of my sights it being, 
I, seems, as necessary a point of good- breeding, to 
^ oBT as if you stole something out of the house, 
18 it is to enter as if you came to Bre it. I do not 
oiQW one thing that contributes so much to the les- 
sening the esteem men of sense have lo th^ fair sek, 
IS this articles of visits. A young lady catihoi be 
noiarried, but all impertinehts In town must be beat- 
ing the tattoo from one quartei^ of the towd to the 
other, to show they know what j[)a8s^s. If a man 
of honour should once in an ^ge'o&arry a womaif of 
merit for l^er^iptrinsfc value, the eYiVious thitigs are 
all in motion In ah instant, to idake it knOwn to the 
sisterhood as an indiscretion, and' published to the 
{bwn'^iiow maiiy pounds he might liave had to hate 
been troubled with orieorthetn. After they ate 
tired with that, the next thing is, to make their 
compliments to the married couple and their rela- 
tions, '^hey are equally busy at a fliheral, and the 
death of a person of 'quality is always attended wfth 
the' murder 9f several setis orcoach-horses and chaW ! 
men.' I'li, both cases, the visitants are wholly unaf<' 
fected,' either with joy or sorrow.' For which reason, 
their cpner^tiilations and condolences are equally 
words of course ; and one woujd be thought wonder- 
fully ill-bred, tKat should' build upon such ex« 
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presslons as encouragements to expect from 1 
any instance of frienaship. 

Thus are the true causes of livings and the 
pleasures of life, lost in show, imposture, an<! 
pertinence. As for my part, I think most oi 
misfortunes in families arise from the trifling 
the women have in spending their time, and g 
fyjng only their eyes and ears, instead of their k 
and understanding. 

A fine young woman, bred under a vigiti 
ther, knows all that is possible for her to be acqu 
ed with by report, and sees the virtuous and 
vicious used so indifferently, that the fears 
born with are abated, and desires indulged, m 
portion to her love of that light and trifling con 
sation. I know I talk like an old man ; but 1 1 
go on to say, that I think the general receptic 
mixed company, and the pretty fellows that art 
mitted at those assemblies, give a younff woma 
false an idea of life, that she is generally bred 
with a scorn of that sort of merit in a inan^ w 
only can make her happy in marriage; tod 
wretch to whose lot she falls, very often rea 
in his arms a coquptte, with the refiue of ap 
long before given away to a coxcomb. 

*^* Having received from the society of 
holders sundry complaints of the obstinate and 
tory behaviour of several dead persons, who ] e.i 
guilty of very great outrages and disorders^ 
that means elapsed the proper time of their 
ment; and having on the other hand received m 
apf>eiils from the aforesaid dead persons, wbe 
they desire to be heard before such their intenO' 
I have set apart Wednesday, the twenty-first inst 
as an extraordinary court-day for the hearing of I 
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^ies. If, therefore^ any one can alledge why 
hty, or any of their acquaintance,, should or should 
tot be buried, I desire they may be ready with their 

sses at that time, or that they will for ever after 

their tongues. 

B. This is the last hearing on this subject. 



(J^llO. THURSDAY, DECEMBER 22, 1709. 



■ Qua UlcU miseris tarn dira cupido ? 

VIRG. iEn. vi. 7iU 
Gods! can tlie wretches long for life again ? 

prrr. 

Sheer-lane, t)eceniher 21, 

\a soon as 1 had placed myself in my chair of judi- 
»Uire, I ordered my clerk. Mr. Liliie, to read to 
he assembly, who were gathered together accord - 
ng to notice, a certain declaration, by way of charge, 
open the purpose of my session, which tended 
oly to this explanation, that as other courts were 
lien called to demand the execution of persons 
lead in law ; so this was held to give the last orders 
elatiilg to those who are dead in reason, Xhe so- 
icitor of the new company of Upholders near the 
3ay-market appeared in behalf of that useful society^ 
ind brought in an accusation of a young woman, 
herself stood at the bar before me. Mr. Liliie 
i her indictment, which was in substance, " That, 
«rnereas, Mrs. Rebecca Pindust, of the parish of 
Saint Martin in the Fields, had, by the use of one 

VOL, III, o 
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instrument called a looking-glass^ and by the farther 
use of certain attire> made either of cambric^ musliHf 
or other linen wares^ upon her head^ attained to 
such an evil art and magical force in the motion of 
her eyes and turn of her countenance, that she 
said Rebecca had put to death several youDgmenoi 
the said parish ; and that the said young men had 
acknowledged in certain papers, commonly called 
love-letters, which were produced in court; gilded 
on the edges, and scaled with a particular voas, 
with certain amorous and inchanting words wrought 
upon the said seals, that they died for the said Rfr 
becca : and, whereas the said Rebecca persisted in 
the said evil practice; this way of life the saidiO' 
ciety construed to be, according to former edicti^ • 
state of death, and demanded an order for the inter- 
ment of the said Rebecca/' 

I looked upon the maid with great humanity, and 
desired her to make answer to what was said against 
her. She said, *' It was indeed true, that she had 
practised all the arts and means she could, to dispose 
of herself happily in marriage, but thought she did 
not come under the censure expressed in my writ- 
ings for the same; and humbly hoped I would not 
condemn her for the ignorance of her accusers, who> 
according to their own words, had rather represented 
her killing, than dead." She further alleged, " That 
the expressions mentioned in the papers writtun to 
her were become mere words, and that she had been 
always ready to marry any of those who said they 
died for her; but that they made their escape, a* 
soon as they found themselves pitied or believed.''' 
She ended her discourse, by desiring I would for the 
future settle the meaning of the words " 1 die,'* in 
letters of love. 

Mrs. Pmdust behaved herself with such an air of 
innocence, that she easily gained credit, and was ac 
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ifttitU^. Upon which occasKHif I gave k as a stand- 
ing rule> '' that any person, who in any letter, biU 
let, or discourse, should tell a woman he died for 
kdr^ should, if she pleased, be obliged to live with 
her, or be immediately interred upon such their own 
confession, without bail or mainprize." 
' it happened, that the very next who was brought be- 
fore roe was one of her admirers, who was indicted 
9pon that very head. A letter, which he acknov^<- 
ledged to be his own hand, was read, in which were 
the following words, " Cruel creature, I die for you/* 
It was observable that he took snuff all the time his 
accusation was reading. I asked him, ** how he 
jcame to use these words, if he were not a dead 
ttian V* He told me, *' he was in love with the lady, 
and did not know any other way of telling her so; 
and that all his acquaintance took the same method." 
Though I was moved with compassion towards him, 
by reason of the weakness of his parts, yet for ex- 
ample-sake I was forced to answer, " Your sentence 
^all be a warning to ^11 the nest of your companions, 
not to tell lies for want of wit*' Upon this, he be- 
^h to beat his snuff-box with a very saucy air; and 
opening it again, '' Faith, Isaac,*' said he, *' thou 
9lt a very unaccountable old fellow-- Pr'ythee, who 
gaTe thee power of life and death? What a-pox 
hast thou to do with ladies and lovers? I suppose 
thou wouldst have a man be in company with his 
mistress, and say nothing to her. Dost thou call 
breaking a jest, telling a lie? Ha? is that thy wis- 
dom, old stiffrump, ha ?** He was going on with this 
insipid common-place mirth, sometimes opening his 
box, sometimes shotting it, then viewing the pic- 
ture on the lid, and then the workmanship of the 
hinge, when, in the midst of his eloquence, I orr 
f^i^ his box to be taken from him; upon wfoich 

o2 
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he was immediately struck speechless^ aHid eani 
off stone dead. 

The next who appeared was a hale old fellow 
sixty. He was brought in by his relational m 
desired leave to bury him. Upon requiring a 
tinct account of the prisoner, a credible wi 
posed, " that he always rose at ten of the cio 
played with his cat until twelve, smoaked to 
until one» was at dinner until two, then took 
ther pipe, played at back-gammon until six, t 
of one Madam Frances, an old mistress of his^ 
eight, repeated the same account at the tarem 
ten, then returned home, took the other pipe^ 
then to bed.'' I asked him, " what he had to say 
himself?'* — " As to what," said he, "they mientj 
concerning Madam Frances " 

I did not care for hearing the Canterbury 
and, therefore, thought myself seasonably in a; 
by a young gentleman, who appeared in tae 
of the old man, and prayed an arrest of jud| 
" for that he the said young man held certaia lai 
by his the said old man's lire." Upon this^ the i 
licitor of the Upholders took an occasion to dei 
him also, and thereupon produced several ev 
that witnessed to his life and conversation, it i 
peared, that each of them divided their b v 
matters of equal moment and importance to u 
selves and to the public. They rose at the 
hour: while the old man was playing with his 
the young one was looking out of his window; wn 
the old man was smoaking his pipe, the you oo 
was rubbing his teeth; while one was at u 
the other was dressing ; while one was at back-g: 
mon, the other was at dinner; while the old ielH 
was talking of Madam Frances, the young one « 
either at play, or toasting women whom he net 
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mvened witfar. The only difference was, that the 
oang man had never been good for any thing; the 
Id man, a man of worth before he knew Madam 
'ranees. Upon the whole^ I ordered them to be 
oth interred together, with inscriptions proper to 
iieir characters, signifying, that the old man died 
1 the year 1689, and was buried in the year 1709 ; 
nd over the young one it was said, that he departed 
his world in the twenty-fifth year of his death. ' 

The next class of criminals were authors in prose 
verse. Those of them who had produced any 

i-born work were immediately dismissed to their 
)uria1, and were followed by others, who, notwith- 
standing some sprightly issue in their life-time, had 
^iven proofs of their death by some posthumous 
children, that bore no resemblance to their elder 
brethren. As for those who were the fathers of a 
mixed progeny, provided always they could prove the 
last to be a live child, they escaped with life, but not 
without loss of Hmbs ; for, in this case, I was satisfied 
with amputation of the parts which were mortified. 

These were followed by a great crowd of super- 
annuated benchers of the inns of court, senior fellows 
of colleges, and defunct statesmen : all whom I or- 
dered to be decimated indifferently, allowing the rest 
a reprieve for one year, with a promise of free par- 
don in Case of resuscitation^ 

There were still great multitudes to be examined; 
but, finding it very late, I adjourned the court, not 
without the secret pleasure that I had done my duty, 
and furnished out a handsome execution. 

Going out of the court, I received a letter, in- 
forming me, '' that, in pursuance of the edict of 
justice in one of my late visions, all those of the 
fair sex began to appear pregnant who had run any 
hazard of it; as was manifest by a particular swell- 
ing in the petticoats of several ladies in atid ab<>Mt 

o3 
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this great city/' I must confess, I do not attribite 
the rising of this part of tbe dress to this'occaadiif 
yet must own, that I am very much disposed to bi 
offended with such a new and unaccountaDle 
J shall, however, pronounce nothing upon ii, 
I have examined all that can be said for and mt 
it. And, in the mean time, think fit to give 
notice to the fair ladies who are now making up 
winter suits, that they may abstain from all i 
of that kind, until they shall tind what yu 
will be passed upon them ; for it would very 
trouble me, that they should put themselves vow 
unnecessary expense ; and I could not but thinli 
self to blame, if I should hereafter forbid them 
wearing of such garments, when they have 
money upon them, without having given t lOJ 
previous admonition. 

N. B. A letter of the sixteenth instant aboot 
one of the fifth, will be answered according to the 
desire of the party, which he will see in a few da}> 



I I 



N" 1 1 1 . SATURDAY, DECEMBER 24, 1709, 

— Procul, / Procul, este prrfani! VIRG. Mn* VL ^ 
Hence, ye profane! far hence be gone ! 

Sheer-lane, December 23, 

The watchman, who does me particular honoof** 
as being the chief man in the lane, gave so ^^ 
great a thump at my door last night, that I awak^^ 
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at the knock, and heard myself complimcinted with 
the usual salutation of, " Good-morrow, Mr. Bick- 
aff; good-morrow, my masters all.'' The si- 
I e and darkness of the night disposed me to be 
re than ordinarily serious ; and as my attention 
not drawn out among exterior objects by the 
ations of sense, my thoughts naturally fell upon 
If. I was considering, amidst the stillness of 
night, what was the proper employment of a 
ing being? what were the perfections it should 
1 ose to itself? and what the end it should aim 
tr r mind is of such a particular cast, that the 
dli jf a shower of rain, or the whistling of wind, 
sum a time, is apt to fill my thoughts with some- 
^ awful and solemn. I was in this disposition, 
!n our bellman began his midnight homily, which 
B has been repeating to us every winter-night for 
! twenty years, with the usual exordium ; 

** Oh ! uxmsil man, thou that art bom in sin 1" 

! itiments of this nature, which are in themselves 

and reasonable, however debased by the circum- 

ices that accompany them, do not fail to produce 

eir natural efi^ct in a mind that is not perverted 

depraved by wrong notions of gallantry, polite- 

ss, and ridicule. The temper which I now found 

yself in, as well as the time of the year, put me 

mind of those lines in Shakspeare, wherein, ac- 

rding to his agreeable wildness of imagination, he 

s wrought a country tradition into a beauJtiful 

ece of poetry. In the tragedy of Hamlet, where 

B ghost vanishes upon the cock's crowing; he takes 

casion to mention its crowing all hours of the night 

out Christmas time, and to insinuate a kind of 

igious veneration for that season. 
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« It faded on the crowing of the cock. . ^ 

Some say, that ever 'gainst that season comes 

Wherein our Saviour's birth is celebrated. 

The bird of dawning singeth all night long. 

And then, they say, no spirit dares stir abroa^r 

The nights are wholesome; then no pkmets strike^ 

No fairy takes; no witch hath power to charm; 

So hallowM and so gracious is Uie time." 

This admirable author, as well as the best 
greatest men of all ages, and of all nations, sc 
to have had his mind thoroughly seasoned with n 
ligion, as is evident by many passages in his p i 
that would not be sutiered by a modem audien* 
and are, therefore, certain instances that the ajce 
lived in bad a much greater sense of virtue th ■ 

present. 

It is indeed a melancholy reflexion to c 
that the British nation, which is now at a |e 
height of glory fur its councils and conquests i i 

ever was before, should distinguish itself by a ccr- 1 
tain looseness of principles, and a falling off firon 
those schemes of thinking, which conduce to tk 
happiness and perfection of human nature. T 
evil comes upon us from the works of a Hew 
lemn blockheads, that meet together, with the 3 
and seriousness of apostles, to extirpate conu p 
sense, and propagate infidelity. These are uit 
wretches, who, without any show of wit, le 
iag, or reason, publish their crude conceptions wiu 
an ambition of appearing more wise than the resto: 
mankind, upon no other pretence than that of dis- 
senting from them. One gets by heart a catalogw 
of title-pages and editions ; and, immediately, to 
become conspicuous, declares that he is an unbt* 
liever. Another knows how to write a receipt, or 
cut up a dog, and forthwith argues against the im- 
mortality of the souL I have known many a little 
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t) in the ostentation of bis parti> rally the truth 

the Scripture, who was not able to read a chapter 
it. These poor wretches talk blasphemy for want 

discourse, and are rather the objects of scorn or 

:v> than of our indignation; but the grave dis- 

nt, that reads and writes, and spends all his 

in convincing himself and the world that he is 

netter than a brute, ought to be whipped out of a 
vermuent, as a blot to civil society, and a de- 
ner of mankind. I love to consider an infidel, 
lether distinguished by the title of deist, atheist, 

free-thinker, in three different lights, in his so- 

his afflictions, and his last mcmients. 
A wise man, that lives up to the principles of rea- 
1 and virtue, if one considers him in his solitude^ 

in taking in the system of the universe, ob- 
Ting the mutual dependence and harmony, by 
lich the whole frame of it hangs together, beat- 
y down his passions, or swelling his thoughts 
th magnificent ideas of Providence, makes a 
bier figure in the eye of an intelligent being, 
m the greatest conqueror amidst all the pomps 
d solemnities of a triumph. On the contrary, 
ire is not a more ridiculous animal than an atheist 
his retirement. His mind is incapable of rapture 
elevation. He can only consider himself as an in» 
rnificant figure in a landscape, and wandering'up 
d down in a field or a meadow, under the same 
rms as the meanest animals about him, and as 
bject to as total a mortality as they ; with this ag- 
avation, that he is the only one amongst them, who 
!S under the apprehension of it. 

In distresses, he must be of all creatures the 
ost helpless and forlorn ; he feels the whole pres- 
re of a present calamity, without being relieved 
r the memory of any thing that b past, or th^ 
ospect of any thing that is to come. Annihilation 
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is the greatest blessing that he proposes to hti 
and an halter or a pistol the only refuge he a 
to. But^ if you would behold one of those gl 
miscreants in his poorest figure, you most c 
him under the terrors, or at the approach of a 

About thirty years ago I was a shipboard 
one of these vermin, when there arose a brisk 
which could frighten nobody but himself, 
the rolling of the ship, he fell upon his km 
confessed to the chaplain, " that he had been 
atheist, and had denied a Supreme Being ever 
he came to his estate.'^ The good man was 
nished, and a report immediately ran throug 
ship, ^' that there was an atheist upon the u 
deck/' Several of the common seamen, wh 
never heard the word before, thought it had 
some strange lish, but they were more sur 
when they saw it was a man, and heard out < 
own mouth, that he never believed until ths 
that there was a God. As he lay in the agoi 
confession, one of the honest tars whispered 
boatswain, " that it would be a good deed to 
him overboard." But we were now within si 
port, when of a sudden the wind fell, and th 
nitent relapsed, begging all of iis that wen 
sent, " as we were gentlemen, not to say any 
of what had passed. 

He had not been ashore above two days, 
one of the company began to rally him upon fa 
yotion on shipboard » which the other denied 
high terms, that it produced the lye on both 
and ended in a duel. The atheist was run th 
the body, and, after some loss of blood, beca 
good a Christian as he was at sea, until he 
that his wound was not mortal. He is at p 
oae of the fr?e-thinkers of the age, and now ^ 
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bilet against several received opinions con- 
the existence of fairies, 
lave taken upon me to censure the faults of 
and country in which I live^ I should have 
myself inexcusable to haVe passed over this 
•ne, which is the subject of my present dis- 
I shall^ therefore, from time to time, give 
ttrymen particular cautions against this dis- 
>f the mind^ that is almost become fashion- 
d by that means more likely to spread. 1 
lewhere either read or heard a very memo- 
ice« " that a man would be a most in* 
Die monster^ should he have the faults thftt 
ient to his years, constitution, profession, 
religion, age, and country ;" and yet every 
1 danger of them all. For this reason, as I 
Id man, I take particular care to avoi<l being 

and telling long stories. As 1 am cbo- 
lorbear not only swearing, but all inter- 
of fretting, as pugh! or pish! and the 
s I am a lay- man, I resolve not to conceive^ 

n for a wise and good man, becau^ hia 
oi' a different colour from mine* As I am 
id of the ancient family of the Bickerstafti, 
call a man of merit an upstart. As a pro* 
I do not suffer my zeal so far to transport 

name the Pope and the Devil together. 

1 fallen into this degenerate age, I guard 
•articularly against the folly I have now been 
' of And as I am an £jaglishman, I am^ 
itious not to hate a stranger, or despise a 
atine. 
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Accedet suavitas qtuedam opqrte^ sermonum, atque 

quaqiiam mediocre eondimentum omicitiiB : ^'Utitia mU^mf.etm 
omni re se Veritas absit. Habet ilia quidem graoUatem, %tid on- 
citia remissior esse debet, et liberior, et duUior, et ad ommem c»* 
• mitatemfacUitatemmieproclivior, 

CIC. De AmkiUM^ 

There should be added a certain sweetness ^of diaeoiine 
manners, which is no inconsiderable tauoft to. frienda 
^ But by all means throw out sadness and severitj iD.eir«t«. 
thing. There is something of gravity indeed in it; ibat.fiMDft> 
ship requires a greater remisisness, freedom, and plottUt* 
ness, aud an inclination to good temper and aflabilhy. 

• 

ShccV'-lane, December 26. 

As I was looking over my letters this morning, I. 
qhanced to cast my eye upon the followin|f on^ 
which come to my hands about two montlis ago. 
f^rom an old friend of mine, who, as I have since 
learned, was the person that writ the agreeably 
epistle inserted in my paper of the third of the last 
ijfionth. It is of the same turn with the other*, and 
may be looked upon as a specimen of right country 
letters. 

'' Sir, 
, *' This sets out to you from nay summer-Jioiisa 
upon 'the terrace, where I am enjoying a few hpori 
sun -shine, the scanty sweet remains of a fine an« 
tumn. The year is almost at the lowest; so tha^ 
in all appearance, the rest of my letters between 
this and spring will be dated from my parlour fire» 
where the little fond prattle of a wife and childrea 
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• 

will so often break in upon the connexion of ray 
thoughts, that you will easily discover it in my style. 
If this winter should prove as severe as the last, I 
can t^ll you before- hand, that I am likely to be a 
very miserable man, through the perverse temper 
of my eldest boy. When the frost was in its ex- 
tremity, you must know that most of the black- 
birds, robms, and finches of the parish, whose music 
has entertained me in the summer, took refuge 
under my roof. Upon this, my care was, to rise 
every morning before day, to set open my windows 
for the reception of the cold and the hungry, whom 
at the same time 1 relieved with a very plentiful 
alms, by strewing com and seeds upon the floors 
and shelves. But, Dicky, without any regard to 
the laws of. hospitality, considered the casements as 
so many traps, and used every bird as a prisoner at 
discretion. Never did tyrant exercise more various 
cruelties. Some of the poor creatures he chased to 
death about the room ; others he drove into the 
jaws of a blood-thirsty cat ; and even in his greatest 
acts of mercy, either clipped the wings, or singed 
the tails, of his innocent captives. You will laugh, 
when I tell you I sympathized with every bird in its 
misfortunes; but I believe you will think me in the 
right for bewailing the child^s unlucky humour. On 
the other hand, 1 am extremely pleased to see his 
younger brother cany an universal benevolence to- 
wards every thing that has life. When he was be* 
tween four and five years old, I caught him weep- 
ing over a beautiful butterfly, which he chanced to 
kiU as he was playing with it; and I am informed, 
that this morning he has given his brother three 
half-pence, whji^h was his whole estate, to spare 
the life, of a Tom-tit. These ' are at present the 
matters of greatest moment within my observation, 
and 1 know are too trafiiing to be communicated to 

VOL. III. P 
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any but so wise a man as youirself, and from c 
Urho has the happiness to be 

Your most faithful. 

And most obedient servant" 

The best critic that ever wrote, speaking of 9 
passages in Homer which appear extravagant or 
volous, ss^Sy indeed, that they are dreams^* 1 
dreams of Jupiter. My friend^s letter appe 
me in the same light. One sees him in an 
hour; but at the same time in the idle ho 
wise man. A great mind has something iv 
severe and forbidding, that is not capable oi i 
itself such little relaxations, and of condeacion 
to these agreeable ways of trilling. Tully,.i 
he celebrates the friendship of Scipio and I 
who were the greatest as well as the politest 
their age, represents it as a beautiful passage in 
retirement, that they used to gather up sheila i 
sea-shore, and amuse themselves with the vari f 
shape and colour which they met with in those i 
unregarded works of nature. The great Agesii 
could be a companion to his own chiidren* and 
surprised by the ambassadors of Sparta "^y as he i 
riding among them upon an hobby-horse. Au" 
gustus, indeed, had no play-fellows of his own be- 

getting; but is said to have passed many of I 
ours with little Moorish boys at a game of mar* 
bles, not unlikfe our modem tatv. There is, me* 
thinks, a pleasure in seeing great men thus hXi inle 
the rank of mankind, and entertain themselves with 
diversions and amusements that are agreeable to ths 
very weakest of the species. I must frankly cxNi* 
fesfl^ that it is to me a beauty in Gate's charedBfi 
that he would drink a cheerful bottle with his 

* Persia. Ap 
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fiieiid: and I cannot but own, that I have seen 
*^ith great delight one of the most celebrated au- 
thors of the last age feeding the ducks in Saint 
James'iS Park. By instances of this nature, the 
iieroes, the statesmen, the philosophers, become as 
it were familiar with us, and grow the more ami* 
able> the less they endeavour to appear awful. A 
n who always acts in the severity of wisdom, or 
kne ughtiness of quality, seems to move in a per- 
iod part. It looks too constrained and thea- 
nrical, for a man to be always in that character 
I 1 distinguishes him from others; besides that 
slackening and unbending our minds on some 
occasions makes them exert themselves with greater 
ifigoar and alacrity, when they return to their proper 
and natural state. 
As this innocent way of passing a leisure hour is 
t only consistent with a great character, but very 
ceful in it; so there are two sorts of people to 
wnom I would most earnestly recommend it. The 
first are those who are uneasy out of want of 
thought ; the second are those who are so out of a 
turbulence of spirit. The first are the impertinent, 
and the second the dangerous part of mankind. 

It grieves me to the very heart, when I see se- 
feral young gentlemen, descended of honest parents, 
run up and down, hurrying from one end of th« 
town to the other, calling in at every place of re- 
sort, without being able to fix a quarter of an hour 
in any, and in a particular haste without knowing 
Ibr what. It would, methinks, be some conso- 
hUion, if I could persuade these precipitate young 
lemen to compose this restlessness of mind, and 
Y themselves to any amusement, how trivial 
' that might give them employment, and 
K< fpem out of harm's way. They cannot ima-^ 
I hoyr great a relief it would be to them, if they 

p2 
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could grow sedate enough to play for two ot'A 
hours at a game of push-pin. But these fa -; 
animals are only their own tormentors. The i «- 
lent and dangerous are for embroiling c 
stirring .up seditions, and subverting constkui 
out of a mere restlesmess of temper, andean n- 
sibility of all the pleasures of life that are -calm 
innocent. It is imf>ossible for a man to be so n 
employed in any scene of action, as to ba?e i 
and good affairs enough to fill up hisi whoU 
there will still be chasms and empty 9p$Ci m 
which a working mind will employ itself to i|a 
prejudice, or that of others, unless it can be, at 
in the exercise of such actions as are in tbn 
indifierent • How often have I wished^ :fqr 
good of the nation, that several famous polUict 
could take any pleasure in feeding ducks! 1 1 
upon an able statesman out of business, like a i 
whale, that will endeavour to overturn the j 
unless he has an empty cask to play with* 

But to return to my good friend and correspondent: 
I am afraid we shall both be laughed at, when. I 
confess, that we have often gone out into the fieli 
to look upon a bird's nest; and have more than ono^ 
taken an evening's walk together on purp<»eto see 
the sun set I shall conclude with my answer to Us 
foregoing letter : 

" Dear Sir, 
*' I thank you for your obliging letter, iipd your 
kindness to the distressed, who will, doubtless^ ex- 
press their gratitude to you themselves the next 
spring. As for Dick the tyrant, I must desire yoa 
will put a stop to his proceedings; and at the same 
time take care that his little brother be no loser by 
his mercy to the Tom-tit. For ray own .part, J am 
«xcluded all conversation with animals that delight 
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only in a country life, and am, therefore, forced Uf 
entertain myself as well as I can with my little dog 
and cat. They both of them sit by my fire every 
night, expecting my coming home with impa- 
tience; and, at my entrance, never fail of running 
up to me, and bidding me welcome, each of them 
in his proper language. A^ they have been bred up 
together from their infancy, ana seen no other com^ 
pany, they have learned each other's manners, so 
that the dog' often gives himself the airs of a cat, 
and the cat, in several of her motions and gestures^ 
•affects the behaviour of the little ddg. When they 
are at play, I often make one with them: and 
sometimes please myself with considering hOw 
much reason and instinct are capable of delighting 
each other. Thus, you see, I have communicated 
to you the matierial occurrences in my family, with 
the same freedom that you use to me ; as I am, with 
the same sincerity and affection. 

Your most faithful humble servant, 

Isaac Bickerstaff.*'' 
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*- — - — Ecce iterum Crispmus ! • JUV. " 

' Once more Crispinua comes upon the stage. 

Hepy-marhet, December 23. 

Whereas the gentleman that behaved himself in a 
yery disobedient and obstinate manner at his late 
trial in Sheer-lane on the twentieth instant, and was 

p3 
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f^arned off dead upon taking away of hia tnnff-fioa^ 
remains still unburied ; the company of UpboMen^ 
not knowing otherwise how they should be pnd, 
have taken his goods in execution, to defhiy ilM 
charge of his funeral. His said effects are to oj^ex* 
posed to sale by auction, at their ofHce in this Hay* 
market, on the fourth of January next;, and are aa 
follows : 

A very rich tweezer-case, containing twelre in* 
atruments for the use of each hour in the day. 

Four pounds of scented snu£^ with tmee'gik 
snuff-boxes ; one of them with an inyiaible hio{(09 
and a looking-glass in the lid. 

Two more of ivory, with the portraitures on their 
lids of two ladies of the town; the orieinala to be 
seen every night in the side-boxes of the play- 
bouse. 

A sword with a steel diamond hilt^ never drawn 
but once at May- fair. 

Six clean packs of cards, a quart of orange^ 
flower-water, a pair of French scissors, a toothpicks 
case, and an eyebrow brush. 

A large glass-case, containing the linen anc| 
cloaths of the deceased; among which are, twq 
embroided suits, a pocket perspective, a -doaeq 
pair of red-heeled shoes, three pair of red silk stacks 
ings, and an amber-headed cane. 

The strong box of the deceased, wherein were 
found, five billet-doux, a Bath shilling, a crooke^ 
sixpence, a silk garter, a lock of hair, and thrf« 
broken fans. 

A press for books; containing on the upper sl^elG 

Three bottles of diet-drink. 

Two boxes of pills. 

A syringe, and other mathematical inst^menfak 
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the. Mcoiid shelf are several miscellaneoas 

works; as. 
Lampoons. 
Flays. 

Taylors' bills. 
And an almanack for the year seventeen hundred. 

On the third shelf, 

A bohdle of letters unopened, indorsed, in the 
band of the deceased, " Letters from the old Gen^ 
tleman." 

Lessons for the flute. 

Toland's "Christianity not mysterious:" and a 
paper filled with pattiems of several fashionable 
<tu£&« 

On the lower shelC 

One shoe. 

A pair of snuifers. 

A French grammar. 

A mourning hat-band; and half a bottle of us^ 
quebaugh. 

There will be added to these goods, to make a 
complete auction, a collection of gold snuf]^boxes 
and clouded canes, which are io continue in fashion 
for three months after the sale. 

The whole are to be set up and prized by Charles 
fiubbleboy, who is to open the auction with a 
speech. 

I find I an^ so yery unhappy, that, while I am 
busy in correcting the folly and vice of one sex, 
several exorbitances break out in the othen I have 
not thoroughly examined their new»fashioned petti- 
coats, but shall set aside one day in the next week 
for that purpose. The following petition on this 
subject was presented to me this morning* 
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*' The humble "petitioner William Jingle, 'd 
maker and Chair-maker^ of the liberty of \vc 
minster ; ' 

** To Isaac Bickerstaff, Esquire^ Censor 

Great-Britain ; 
" Showeth, 

*' That upon the late invention of Mrs. Cathar 
Cross-stitch, mantua-maker, the petticoats of l; 
were too wide for entering into any coach or < 
which was in use before the said inventioti. 

" That, for the service of the said ladies^ y 
petitioner has built a round chair, in the form c 
lantern, six yards and a half in circumference^ « 
a stool in the centre of it ; the said vehicle beinj 
contrived, as to receive the passenger by openii 
two in the middle, and closing mathematically w 
she is seated. 

" That your petitioner has also invented a co 
for the reception of one lady only, who is to b< 
in at the top. 

" That the said coach has been tried by a lai 
woman in one of these full petticoats, who was 
down from a balcony, and drawn up again by pal 
to the great satisfaction of her lady, and all who 
held her. 

" Your petitioner, therefore, most humbly pi 
that, for the encouragement of ingenuity and 
ful inventions, he may be h^ard before yon pan 
tence upon the petticoats aforesaid. 

*' And your petitioner^ I 

I have likewise received a female petition^ M{ 
by several thousands, praying that I would not 
longer defer giving judgement in the case of 
petticoat, many of them having put off the ma 
new cloaths, until such time as they know ^ 
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fttdki will pass upon it I do, therefore, hereby 
certify to. dl whom it may concern, that I do design 
to set apart Tuesday next for the iinal determination 
of that matter^ having already ordered a jury of ma- 
trons to be impannelled, for the clearing up of any 
difficult points that may arise in the trial. 

%* Being informed that several dead men in and 
about this city do keep out of th& way and abscond, 
for fear of being buried; and being willing to re« 
ipite their interment, in consideration of their fa- 
milies, and in hopes of their amendment, I shall 
fellow them certain privileged places, where they 
stay appear to one another, without causing any 
tett or molestation to the living, or receiving any, ia 
Ibeir own persons, from the company of Upholders. 
Between the hours of seven and nine in the noorn- 
bg, they may appear in safety at Saint James's 
coffee-house, or at White's, if they do not keep 
Iheir beds, which is more proper for men in their 
condition. From nine to eleven, I allow them to 
iralk from Story's to Rosamond's pond * in (he 
Park> or in any other public walks which are not 
frequented by the living at that titne. Between 
eleven and three, -they are to vanish, and keep out 
of sight until three in the afternoon, at which timie 

y may go to the Exchange until five ; and then, 

ihey please, divert themselves at the Hay-market, 
or Drury-lane, until the play begins. It is further 
granted in favour of these persons, that they may 
be received at any table, where there are more pre- 
lent than seven in number: provided that they do 

t take upon them to talk, judge, commend, or 
nod fauk with, any speech, action, or behaviour of 

• Stoiy*s Gate, at one end of the Birdcage- walk, still retains 
Its name ; but llosamond's-pond, at the .other end, has been 
filled np witliiu these few ^ears.. 
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the living. Id which case« it shall be 
seize their persons at any place or hour wnaiaoevcr, 
and to convey their bodies to the next under r^; 
any thing in this advertisement to the contrary i 
withstanding* 



N*114. SATURDAY, DECEMBER 3 1,1709. 



I 



Ut in vitd, tic in studiis, jmhherrimvm et humanianmum 
' severitatem comitatemque miscere, iie ilia in trit^tiam, hmo^ h 
petulantiam procedta, PLIN. EpisL 

« 

4a in a man's life, so in his 8tudies» I think it tlie rooft hti 
^and humane thing in the world, so to mingle gravity i 
pleasantry, that the one may not sink into memncholyf na/tvm 
other rise up into wantonness. 

Sheer-lane, J)ecemher 30. 

I WAS walking about my chamber this morniiig 19 a 
very gay humour, when I saw a coach stop at my 
door, and a youth about fifteen alightiiig out of it, 
whom I perceived to be the eldest son of my iMMnni 
friend, that I gave some account of in my paper of 
the seventeenth of the last month. I felt a aenttble 
pleasure rising in me at the sight of him, my ao- 
<]uaintance having begun with his fether when ha 
was just such a stripling, and about that very age. 
When he came up to me, he took me by the baad, 
aud burst out in tears. I was extremely moved^ and 
immediately said, *' Child, how does vour father 

do ?" He began to reply, " My mother ** 

^ut could not go on for weeping. I weni dowi^ 
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I eh, aorl githered oat of him, 

BIS ri I dying; and that, while 

I m t ooii ihe last offices to h«r, he 
no t I taaa ume to come and call me to hb 
» w ^ he itaid, would certainly break his 
t, if 1 4 lot go and comfort him." The child*9 
etion in coming to me of his own head, and 
tenderness he showed for his parents woold 
are quite overpowered me, had I not resolved to 
»fy myself for the seajtonabk performances of 
se duties which I owed to my friend. As we 
e going, I could not hot reflect upon the cha- 
er of that excellent woman, and ihe greatness of 
^ef for the loss of one who has ever been the 
nyport to him uuder all other afflictions. How, 
ught I, will he be able to bear the hour of her 
eath, that could not, when I was lately with him, 
leak of a sickness, which was then past, without 
Mrrow! We were now got pretty far into West- 
linster, and arrived at my friend's house. At the 
oor of it I met Favonins, not without a secret satis- 
tction to find he had been there. I had formerly 
!mversed with him at this house; and as h« 
tiounds with that sort of virtue and knowledge 
hich makes religion beatitiful, and never leads the 
versation into the violence and rage of party- 
ites, I listened to him with great pleasure. Our 
iscourse chanced to be upon the subject of death, 
hich he treated with such a strength of reason, 
ad greatness of soul, that, instead of beine ter-^ 
ble it appeared to a mind rightly cultivated altoge-' 
ler to be contemned, or rather to be desired. As I 
t htm at the door, I saw in his face a certain 
lowing of grief and humanity, heightened with ait 
ir of fortitude and resolution, which, as I after- 
ards found, had such an irresistible force, as to 
Impend the pains of the dyings and the laineQ* 
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tsttiou of the nearest friends who attended her. 
went up directly to the room where she lay> and w 
met at the entrance by my friend, who» notwi 
standing his thoughts had been composed a-, lia 
before> at the sight of me turned away his face 
wept. The little family of children renewed u 
expressions of their sorrow according to their sevei 
ages and degrees of understanding. The ekk 
daughter was in tears> busied in attendance o| 
her mother; others were kneeling about the be 
side: and what troubled me most was, to tee 
little boy, who was too young to know the reasQ 
weeping only because his sisters did. The onlv oi 
in the room who seemed resigned and conol 
was the dying person. At my approach to:t i 
side, she told me, with a low broken wice^'^'ii 
is kindly done — Take care of your friend — -^do n 
go from him !'' She had before taken leave 4>f 
husband and children, in a manner proper' for- 
solemn a parting, and with a gracefulness pe 
to a woman of her character. My heart i • to 
in pieces, to see the husband on one side sup] 
and keeping down the swellings of his gner« -i 
fear of disturbing her in her 'last moments ; and tl 
wife even at that time concealing the pains she e 
dured, for fear of increasing his afflictioD. j 
kept her eyes upon him for some moments lifter si 
grew speechless, and soon after closed them i 
ever. In the moment of her departure, my firien 
who had thus far commanded himself, gavea de« 
groan, and fell into a swoon by her bed-side. i. *] 
distraction of the children, who thought lh< 
both their parents expiring together, and now lyn 
dead before them, would have melted the hardf 
heart; but they soon perceived their father recov< 
whom I helped to remove into another room, wi 
a resolution to. acpoinpany him until the finil|Miii 
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of his affliction were abated. I knew consolation 
woald now be impertinent; and^ therefore, con-> 
tented myself to sit by him> and condole with him in 
silence. For I shall here « use the method of an 
ancient author, who, in one of his epistles, re- 
lating the virtues and death of Macrinus's wife, ex- 
presses himself thus; ''I shall suspend my advice 
to this best of friends, until he is made capable of 
receiving it by those three great remedies, the ne-t 
cessitv of submission, length of time, aad satiety of 
grief.' 

In the mean time, I cannot but coiisider> with 
much commiseration, the melancholy state of one 
who has had such a part of himself torn from him, 
and which he xfiisses in every circumstance of life. 
His. condition is like that of one who has lately lost 
his right arm, and is every moment offering to help 
himself with it. He does not appear to himself the 
same person in his house, at bistable, in company, 
or in retirement; and loses the relish of all the plea- 
sures and diversions that were before entertaining to 
him by her participation of them. The most 
agreeable objects recall the sorrow for her with 
whom he used to enjoy them. This additional sa- 
tisfaction, from the taste of pleasures in the society 
of one we love, is admirably described by Milton, 
who represents Eve, though in Paradise itself, no- 
farther pleased with the beautiful objects around' 
her, than as she sees them in company with Adam^ 
in that passage so inexpressibly charming : 

** With thee conversing, I forget aU time ; 
All seasons, and their cliaiige ; ail please alike. 
Sweet is the breath of mom, her rising sweet 
WitiL charm of earliest birds; pleasant the sun, 
Wheii. first on this deliglitful land he spreads 
His orient beams, on herb, tree, fruit, and flowei^ 
Glistering with dew; fragrant the fertile earth 

VOL* Hit 9. 
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After soft slioweiiB ; and sweet the eonnng on 
Of grateful evening mild ; the silent night» 
Witli this her solemn bird, and this fair moon. 
And these the gems of Heaven, her starry train. 
But neither breath of mom when slie ascends 
With cliarm of earliest birds ; nor rising san 
On this delightful land ; nor Iterb, fruit, flower^ 
Glistering with dew; nor fragrance after showers; 
Nor grateful evening mild ; nor silent night, 
With tliis her solemn bird, nor walk by moon, 
Or glittering star-light, without thee is sweet.** 

The variety of images in this passage is infini 
pleasing; and the recapitulation of each panic 
image^ with a little varying of the expression^ mi 
one of the finest turns of words that I have evei 
which I rather mention, because Mr, Dryc 
said, in his preface to Juvenal, that he cooki i 
with no turn of words in Milton. 

It may be further observed, that though 
sweetness of these verses has something in it 
pastoral, yet it excels the ordinary kind, at 
as the scene of it is above an ordinary field or 
dow. I might here, since I am accidentally- lea 
this subject, show several passages in Milton 
have as excellent turns of this nature as any ok 
English poets whatsoever; but shall only 
that which follows, in which he describes the 
angels engaged in the intricate disputes of pn 
tination, free-will, and fore-knowledge; andj 
humour the perplexity, makes a kind of lahyi 
in the very words that describe it. 

** Others apart sat on a hill retired, 
In thoughts more elevate, and reasonM higli 
Of providence, fore-knowledge, will, and ftte^ 
Fix'd iate, free-will, fore-knowledge absolute* 
And found no «iid, in wandering vosmn UmlW '• 
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N' 1 15. TUESDAY, JANUARY 3, 1709-10. 



•Novum intervenH vitium et calamitat. 



Ut neque spectarif neque cognotci potuerit : 

Itapopuhtt itudio stupidui mfuiiambulo 

Ammum occuparaU TER. Prol. de Hccjrrs, 

t 

A tmnolt so ancommon iuterven'd, 

As nekher could be seen* »or understood : 

So taken mvt the people, soengag'd 

With a ropo^anccr ! COLM ATf ; 

Shecr-lanct January 2. 

I WENT on Friday last to the opera, and was suiv 
prised to fiod a thin house at so noble an entertain- 
ment, until I heard that the tumbler was not to 
make his appearance that night. For my 6wn part, 
I was fully satisfied with the sight of an actor, who, 
hy the grace and propriety of his action and gesture, 
does honour to an ^man figure, as much as the 
other vilifies and degrades it Every one will ea- 
sily imagine I mean Signior Nicolini, who sets off 
the character he bears in an opera by his action, as 
much as he does the words of it by his voice. 
Every limb, and every finger, contributes to the 
part he acts, insomuch that a deaf man might go 
along with him in the sense of it. There is scarce 
a beautiful postqre in an old statue which he does 
not plant himself in, as the different circumstances 
of the story give occasion for it He performs the 
most ordinary action in a manner suitable to the 
greatness of his character, and shows the prince 
•evea in the giving of a letter, or difpatchio^ of 9, 

q2 
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message. Our best actots afe somewhat at a loss to 
support themselves with proper gesture, as they 
move from any considerable distance to the front of 
the stage; but I have seen the person of whom I 
am novv speaking enter alone at the remotest partiif 
it, and advance from it, with such greatness of air 
and mien, as seemed to fill the stage, and at the 
same time commanded the attention of the audience 
with the majesty of his appearance. But. notwith- 
standing the diprnity and elegance of this entertain- 
ment, I find, for some nights past, that Punchinello 
has robbed this gentleman of the greater part of his 
female spectators. The truth of it is« I find it so 
very hard a task to keep that sex under any manner 
of government, that I have often resolved to give 
them over entirely, and leave them to their own in- 
ventions. I was in hopes that I had brought them 
to some order, and was employing my thoughts on 
the reformation of their petticoats, when on a sod" 
den I received information from all parts, that they 
run gadding after a puppet-show. I know Teiy 
well, that what I here say will be thought by some 
malicious persons to flow from envy to Mr, Fowell'; 
for which reason I shall set the late dispute between. 
us in a true light. Mr. Powell and I had MDe 
difference about four months ago, which we nia* 
naged by way of letter, as learned men oug^ht -to 
do; and I was very well contented to bear such 
sarcasms as he was pleased to throw upon ine» and 
answered them with the same freedom. In the 
midst of this our misunderstanding and correspon- 
dence, I happened to give the world an account of 
the order of Esquires; upon which Mr. Powell 
was so disingenuous, as to make one of his puppets^ 
I wish I knew which of them it was, declare, by 
way of prologue, '' That one Isaac Bickerstafl^ a 
pretended esquire, bad written a scurrilous piec^ 
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tothe dishonoar of that rank of m^ti;^' And the n« 
With more art than honesty, concluded, ^' that i(11 
* the esquires in the pit were abused by his antagonist 
as much as he was/' This public accusation made 
all the esquires of that county, and several of other 
^parts, my professed enemies. I do not in the leaist 
question but that he will proceed in his hostilities; 
and I am informed, that part of his design in coming 
to town, was to catry the war into my own quartei^. 
-I do, therefore, solemnly declare, notwithstandidg 
that I am a great lover of art and ingenuity, that 
if I hear he opens any of his people's mouths 
against me, I shall not fail to write a critique updt^ 
his whole performance ', for I must confess, that I 
have naturally so strong a desire of praise, that I 
cannot bear reproach, though from a piece of tim- 
ber. As for Punch, who takes all opportunities of 
bespattering me, I know very well his original, and 
have been assured by the joiner who put him toge- 
ther, ''That he was in long dispute with himself^ 
whether he should turn him into several pegs and 
utensils, or make him the man he is.^' The same 
person confessed to me, ''That he had once actually 
laid aside his head for a nut cracker." As for hi'3 
scolding wifd, however she may value herself at 
present, it is very well known, that she is but a 
piece of crab-tree. This artificer further whis^ 
per^ in my ear> " That all his courtiers and nobled 
wer^ taken out of a quick-set hedge not far froiA 
Islington ; and that doctor Faustus himself, who i.^ 
now so great a conjurer, is supposed to have learned 
his whole art from an old woman in that neighboui^ 
hdod, whom he long served in the figure of a 
broom-staff." 

But, perhaps> it may look trivial to insist so 
much uf>on men's persons ; I shall, therefore, turn 
my thoughts rather to examine their behaviour, and. 

as 
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cobsider^ whether the several parts arei a 
to that character which Mr. Powell piques 
upon, of an able and judicious dramatist « s 
for this purpose provided myself with the v i 
above twenty French critics, and shall ezami Pj 
the rules which they have laid down upon the \ m 
the stage, whether the unity of time, plaocif 
action, be rightly observed in any one of tliif < 
brated authors productions; as also, whether in 
parts of his several actors, and that of Punch ia I 
ticular, there is not sometimes an impropriety ol 
timents, and an impurity of diction. 

Whitens Chocolate-house, January 2* 

I came in here to-day at an hour when only the 
dead appear in places of resort and gallantry, aid 
saw hung up the escutcheon of Sir Hannibal* a gen- 
tleman who used to frequent this place, and wai 
taken up and interred by the company of Upholden» 
as having been seen here at an unlicensed honr. 
The coat of the deceased is, three bowls and a jack 
in a green field; the crest, a dice-box, with the 
king of clubs and pam for supporters. Some days 
ago the body was carried out of town with j it 
pomp and ceremony, in order to be buried wi 
ancestors at the Peak, It is a maxim ia moraiitv, 
that we are to speak nothing but truth of the living, 
nothing but good of the dead. As I have caMlully 
observed the first during his life-time, I shall acqnit 
myself as to the latter now he is deceased. 

He was knighted very young, not in the Ofdiovy 
form, but by the common consent of mankind. 

He was in his person between round and aqoaie; 
in the motion and gesture of his bodyhe was uoaf* 
fected and free, as not having too great a respect for 
superiors. He was iti his discourse bold and in- 
trepid; and as every one has an excellency at weU 
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l» a failing, which distinguishea him Irom other 
eloquence was his predominant quality, which 
d te so great perfection, that it was easier to 
DTBi u> speak, than to hold his tongue. This aomt- 
s exposed him to the derision of men who had 
:h less parts than himself: and indeed his great 
?oiubility, and inimitable manner of speaking, as 
well as the great courage he showed on those oc- 
easionSf did sometimes betray him into that figure 
of speech which is commonly distinguished by the 
name of Gasconade, To mention no other, he pro- 
fessed in this very place, some days before he died, 
'' that he would be one of the six that would under- 
take to assault me ;'* for which reason I have had 
his figure upon my wall until the hour of his death : 
and am resolved for the future to bury every one 
forthwith who I hear has an intention to kill me. 

Since I am upon the subject of my adversaries, 
I shall here publish a short letter, which I have re^ 
ceived from a well-wisher, and is as follows : 

'* Sage Sir, 
** You cannot but know, there are many scrib- 
blers, and others, who revile you and your writings. 
It is wondered that you do not exert yourself, and 
crush them at once. I am. Sir, with great respect^ 
Your most humble admirer and disciple/' 

In answer to this, I shall act like my predecessor 
iBsop, and give him a fable instead of a reply. 

It happened one day, as a stout and honest 
naastiff, that guarded the village where he lived 
against thieves and robbers, was very gravely walk- 
ing with one of his puppies by his side, all the 
litUe dogs in the street gathered about him, and 
barked at him. The little puppy was so offended 
ttt this affront done to his sire, that he asked him 
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why he would not fall upon them and tear t 
piecea? To which the sire answered, with .g 
composure of mind, " If there were no cai% i 
should be no mastiff/' 



N* 1 16. THURSDAY, JANUARY 5, 1709-ia 

Pars minittia est ipsa puella suL OviiX 

The youug lady is the least part of hefsel^ 

Sheer-lane, January 4. 

The court being prepared for proceeding on 
cause of the petticoat, I gave orders to bring io a 
criminal, who was taken up as she went ootof tbe 
puppet-show about three nights ago, and was now 
standing in the street, with a great concourse of peo- 
ple about her. Word was brought me, that she bad 
endeavoured twice or thrice to come in, but coqU 
not do it by reason of her petticoat, which was MO 
large for the entrance of my house, though I bad 
ordered both the folding doors to be thrown open Ibr 
its reception. Upon this, I desired the jury of ma* 
irons who stood at my right hand, to inform them- 
selves of her condition, and know whether tfaete 
were any private reasons why she might not make 
her appearance separate from her petticoat Thii 
was managed with great discretion, and bad sock 
an efiect, that upon the return of the verdict from 
the bench of matrons, I issued out an order forth* 
with, '' that the criminal should be stripped of her 
incumbrances, until she became little enough la 
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enter my house/' I had before given directions for 
ftn^ngine of several legs, that could contract or open 
itself like the top of an umbrella, in order to place 
the petticoat upon it, by which means I might take 
a leisurely survey of it, as it ' should appear in its 
proper dimensions. This was all done accordingly; 
and forthwith, upon the closing of the engine, the 
petticoat was brought into court. I then directed 
the machine to be set upon the table and dilated in 
such a manner as to show the garment in its utmost 
circumference; but my great hall was too narrow for 
the experiment ; for before it was half unfolded, it 
described so immoderate a circle, that the lower part 
of it brushed upon my face as I sat in my chair of 
judicature I then inquired for the person that be- 
longed to the petticoat; and, to my great surprise^ 
was directed to a very beautiful young damsel, with 
80 pretty a face and shape, that I bid her come out 
of the crowd, and seated her upon a little crock at 
my left hand. " My pretty maid," said I, " do you 
own yourself to have been the inhabitant of the 
garment before us?*' The girl, I found, had good 
sense, and told me with a smile, that, ** notwith-^ 
standing it was her own petticoat, she should be 
very glad to see an example made of it ; and thai 
she wore it for no other reason, but that she had a 
mind to look a»bis and burly as other persons of her 
quality; that she had kept out of it as long as she 
could> and until she began to appear little in the eyes 
of her acquaintance ; that, if she laid it aside, peo* 
pie wonld think she was not made like other women.'' 
I always give great allowances to the fair sex upotl 
account of the fashion, and, therefore, was not dis<* 
pleased with the defence of my pretty criminal. I 
then ordered the vest which stood before us to be 
drawn up by a pulley to the top of my great hall, and 
afterwards to be spread opea by the engine it wai 



17S TATLER. I 

placed upon, in such a manner, (hit it 
very splendid and ample canopy over oar i 
an4 covered the whole court of judicature i 
kind of silken rotunda^ in its form not 
cupola of Saint] Paul's. I entered ap urn i 
cause with great satisfaction as I sat unaer the 
dow of it 

The counsel for the petticoat were now e 
and ordered to produ(% what they had to r i i 
the popular cry which was raised agaii ic i 
answered the ohjections with great strei h i 
lidity of argument^ and expatiated in veij 
rangues, which they did not fail to set off ana, i 
low, if I may be allowed the metaphor, vnth i 
periodical sentences and turns of oratory. 1 a 
arguments for their client were taken, i 
the great benefit that might arise to oor w 
manufactory from this invention, which tn^ i 
lated as follows. The common petticoat i 
above four yards in the circumference; whereat 
over our heads had more in the semi-diameter I 
that, by allowing it twenty-four yards in tlie'ci 
ference, the five millions of woollen petticoats i 
according to Sir William Petty, supposing wi 
ought to be supposed in a well-governed stale, 
all petticoats are made of that stufl^ would 
to thirty millions of those of the ancient mo . 
prodigious improvement of the woollen trade ! mi 
what could not fail to sink the power of Frauoe 
a few years. 

To introduce the second argument, they be|^ 
leave to read a petition of the ropemakers, whtev 
it was represented, " that the demand for i 
and the price of them, were much risen siiK^e 
fashion came up.'' At this, all the company wi 
were present lifted up their eves into the vaolt; « 
{ must confess, we did discover many traces of con 



ige, which were interwoTca id the stifiening of the 
flr^pery. 

A third argumeDt was founded upon a petition of 
the Greenland trade, which likewise represented the 
great QMwamption of whalebone which would be 
oeGa4i|||M||i':by the present fashion, and the benefit 
which Jmld thereby accrue to that branch of the 
Briuab frade. 

To conclude, they gently touched upon the weight 
and unwieldiness of the garment, which they in* 
•inoated might be of great use to preserve the ho* 
nour of families. 

These arguments would have wrought very much 
upon me, as I then told the company in a long and 
elaborate discourse, had I not considered the great 
and additional expense which such fashions wonld 
bring upon fathers and husbands; and, therefore^ 
by no means to be thought of until some years after 
i peace. I further urged, that it would be a prejoi 
dice to the ladies themselves, who could never eX-* 
pect to have any money in the pocket, if they laid 
oat M> mach on the petticoat To this I added, the 
great temptation it might give to virgins, of acting 
in secarity like married women, and by that meansf 
give a check to matrimony, an institution always en« 
eouraged by wise societies. 

At the same time, in answer to the several peti« 
^ns produced on that side, I showed one subscribed 
by the women of several persons of quality, humbly 
setting forth, " that, since the introduction of this 
mode, their respective ladies had, instead of be* 
stowing on them their cast gowns, cut them into 
shreds, and mixed them with the cordage and buck- 
ram, to complete the stifFehing of their under petti* 
coats.'' For which, and sundry other reasons, 1 pro- 
nounced the petticoat a forfeiture: but, to show thai 
I did not make that judgment for the sake of Jilthy 
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lucre, I ordered it to be folded up, and sent 
a present to a widow-gentlewoman, who has nva 
daughters; desiring she would make each cyf them 
a petticoat out of it, and send me back fhe remaiD'* 
der, which I design to cut into stomacl^ai% capi^ 
facings of my waistcoat-sleeves, and 0th6r^riMiknit 
suitable to my age and quality. "«lli*' 

I would not be understood, that, while l^'dilcard 
this monstrous invention, I am an enemy to the 
proper ornaments of the fair sex. On the contrary, 
as the hand of nature has poured on them such a 
profusion of charms and graces, and sent them into 
the world more amiable and finished than the rak of 
her works; so I would have them bestow upon them- 
selves all the additional beauties that art can ntpfjf 
them with, provided it does not interfere with ^i* 
guise> or pervert those of nature. 

I consider woman as a beautiful romantic ai 
that may be adorned with furs and feathers* p 
and diamonds, ores and silks. The lynx shall < 
its skin at her feet to make her a tippet; the i 
pock, parrot, and swan shall pay contrii m- 

her muff; the sea shall be searched for sueiis, and; 
this rpcks for gems; and every part of nature fiim 
out its share towards the embellishment of a C! 
that is the most consummate work of it. .An 
I shall indulge them in; but as for thepeUicoss i 
have be^p speakiug of, I iieither cai| QOf 
allow it, 
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•117. SATURDAY, JANUARY 7, 1709-10. 



Duraie, et \mmet rebut servate tecujidit, 

Vliyjr. iEn. i. 211. 

Budure the hardships of your present state* 
Live^ and reserve yourselves for better fate. 

DRYDEN. 

Sheer'^ane, January 6. 

7hen I look IqIo the frame and constitution of my 
wn mind, there is no part of it which I observe with 
reater satisfaction, than that tenderness and concern 
rhich it bears for the good and happiness of man- 
ind. My own circumstances are indeed so narrow 
I scanty, that I should taste but very little plea-» 
lire, could I receive it only from those enjoyments 
^hich are in ipy own possession! but by this great 
incture of humanity, which I iind in all my thoughts 
nd reflexions, I am happier than any single person 
an be, with all the wealth, strength, beauty, and 
access,, that can be conferred upon a mortal, if he 
nly relishes such a proportion of these blessings as 
i vested in himself, and in his own private property. 
ly this means, every man that does himself any real 
ervice does me a kindness. I come in for my sbarei 
n all the good that happens to a man of merit and- 
irtue, and partake of many gifts of fortune and 
)ower that I was never born to. There is nothing' 
n particular in which.} so much rejoice as the de- 
iverance of good and generous spirits out of dangers, 
difficulties, and distresses. And because the wo^ld 

YOU III. R 



Ui TATLBS. Ill 

does not supply instances of this kind to fb 
sufficient entertainments for such an hnn ny 
ben^vok.nce of temper^ I have ever deiii ko 
itoading the history of ages past which d m ' 
ther into a narrow compass the great occur i 
and events that are but thinly, sown in thote 
of time, which lie within our own knowli 
observation. When I see the life of a grew 
who has deserved well of his couniry, after '1 
struggled throu^ all the oppositions of 
and envy> breaking out with lustre, \ 
Ibrth in all the splendor of success, I close my 
and am an happy man for a whole ereninflc 

But since in history events are of c mi: d na 
and often happen alike to the worthless ai the 
serving, insomuch tbet we frequently see a ' 
man dying in the midst of disappointments i 
lamities, and the vicious ending their days in 
perity and peace ; I love to amuse myself wi 
accounts I meet with in fabulous histories, ai 
tions: for in this kind of writing we baTO a 
the pleasure of seeing vice punished, and vi 
vrarded. Indeed, were we able to Tiew a i 
the whole circle of his existence, we should ha 
satisfaction of seeing it close with happii n 
sery, according to his proper merit : but tac i 
view of him is interrupted by death before 
nishing of his adventures, if I may so speak, wc 
be sure that the conclusion and catastrophe 
sether suitable to his behaviour. On the contr , 
the whole being of a man, considered as an 1 
a knight-errant, is comprehended within the 
of a poem or romance, and, therefore, always < 
to our satisfaction ; so that inventions of this' j 
are like food and exercise to a good-natured < i^ 
sition, which they please and gratify at m 

time that they nourish and strengthen. The 
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afflictioti is in wtiich we see oar faTourites ia 

relations engaged, the greater is the pleasnre 

we :e in seeing them relieved. 

Among the many feigned histories which I have 

t with in my reading, there is 'none in which the 

ro's perplexity is greater, and the winditig oilt of 

c more difficulty than that in a French author whos6 

I have forgot. It so happens, that the hero'ft 

ess was the sister of his most intimate friend, 

» for certain reasons was given out to be dead, 

le he was preparing to leave his country in quest 

>t adventures. The herb havltig heard of his friend^ 

leath, immediately repaired to his hiistress, to con- 

with her, and comfort her. Upon his arrival 

oer garden, he discovered at a distance a man 

u led in her arms, and embraced with the most 

naearing tenderness. What should he do? It did 

t consist with the gentlenfess of a knight-errant 

niher to kill his mistress, or the man whom she was 

(leased to favour. At the same time, it would have 

polled a romance, should he have laid violent hands 

»ii himself. In short, he itiimediately entered upon 

I adventures; and after a iong series of exploits^ 

oond out by degrees that the person he saw in hrg 

nistress's arms was her own brother, taking leave 

►f her before he left his country, and the embrace 

ihe gave him nothing else but the affectionate fare- 

{11 of a si*ier : ^o that he had at once the two great- 

satisfaclrons that could enter into the heart of 

3in, in finding his friend ^live whom he thought 

lead ; and his mistress faithftil, whom he had be- 

ieved inconstant. 

There are indeed «ome disasters so very fatal, that 

t mpossible for any accidents to rectify thein. 

inis kind w^is that of poor Locrfetia; ^nt! yet we 

Ovid has fbund an expedient even in this case, 

descnbef a beMiful and royal Yirgin vi^alkiir^ 

»9 
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on the sea-shore^ where she was discoTcred by Nep* 
tune, and violated after a long and unsucceflsfal im* 
pprtunity. To mitigate her sorrow, he ofien her 
whatever she could wish for. Never- certainly was 
the wit of woman more puzzled in finding oqt a stra- 
tagem to retrieve her honour. Had she desired to 
be changed into a stock or stone, a beast, fisb, or 
fowl, she would have been a loser by it : or hadalw 
desired to have been made a sea-nymph, or a god- 
dess, her immortality would but have perpetuated 
her disgrace. *' Give me, therefore," said she. '* such 
a shape as may make me incapable of snflferiDg 
again the like calamity, or of being reproached roir 
what I have already suffered.'' To be short, tbt 
was turned into a man, and, by that only meauii 
avoided the danger and imputation she so much 
dreaded. 

I was once myself in agonies of grief that are un- 
utterable, and in so great a distraction of mind, that 
I thought myself even out of the possibility of rei;eiv- 
ing comfort. The occasion was as follows. .When 
I was a youth in a part of the army which was then 
quartered at Dover, I fell in love with an agreeable 
young woman, of a good family in those parts* and 
had the satisfaction of seeing my addresses kindly 
received, which occasioned the perplexity I am go- 
ing to relate. 

We were in a calm evening diverting ourselves 
upon the top of the cliff with the prospect of the sea, 
and trifling away the time in such little fondnesses 
as are most ridiculous to people in business, and most 
agreeable to those in love. 

In the midst of these our innocent endearments, 
she snatched a paper of verses out of my hand, and 
ran away with them. I was following her when on 
a sudden the ground, though at a considerable, dis- 
tance from the verge of the precipicoj sunk «nder 
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', and threw her fk>wn from so prodigious an 

ight upon such a range of rocks^ as would haye 
ashed her into ten thousand pieces^ had her body 
>een made df adamant It is much easier Ibr my 
eaderto imagine my state of mind upon such an oc- 
asion^ than for me to express it. I said to myself^ 
I; is not in the power of heaven to relieve me ! when 

awaked, equally transported and astonished, to 
ee myself drawn out of an affliction which, the 
ery moment before, appeared to me altogether 
nextricable. 

The impressions of grief and horror were so lively 
O this occasion, that while they lasted they made 
more miserable than I was at the real death of 
Qis beloved person, which happened a few months 
Her, at a time when the match between us was 
oncluded ; inasmuch as the imaginary death was un« 
imely, and I myself in a sort an accessary; whereas 
ler real decease had at least these alleviations, of 
»eing natural and inevitable. 

The memory of the dream I have related still 
wells so strongly upon me, that I canT never read 
be description of Dover-cliff in Shakspeare's trage* 
y of King Lear, without a fresh sense of my escape, 
ihe prospect from that place is drawn with such 
proper incidents, that whoever can read it without 
Towing giddy must have a good head, or a very 
one. 



** Come oir. Sir, here's the place: stand still ! how fearful 
And dizzy 'tis to cast one's eyesjK) low ! 
The crows and choughs tliat wing the midway fur. 
Show scarce as gross as beetles. Half way down 
Hangs one that gathers samphire — Dread^l trade t 
Methinks he seenas no bigger than his head. 
The fishermen that walk upon the beach 
Appear like mice, and yon kali anchoring bark 

■ ■ -> 
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JJilmtdiii'iiiohhtbaat; hd hmnt abttoy 
Almoct too snwll fer sight. The rnvrmuriiig imyt^ 
That ou th'unnumbe]^'d idle pebhlei heat, 
Cannot be beard so high. Til look no more, 
Lest my brun tum.** 



*.•• 
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lAMtti tfUis, eduti iatis, a^ue bibisti, 

Tempw abire tibi HOR. 3 Ep. B. tli 

Already ghittod with a farce of age, 
'TIS time for thee to quit the Canton itafe. 

FRANm 

From my own Apartment, January 8. 

I THOUGHT to have given over my proseCatioli of 
the dead for this season, having bv me many othe^ 
prefects for the reformation of mankind ; hot I tulfe 
received io many cotnplaint^ ft-oni such difiinviH 
hands, that I shall disoblige multitudes of my corre- 
spondents, if I do not take notice of them'. SodA 
of the deceased, who, I thought, had been laid 
quietly in their graves, are such hobgobViuii in phblic 
assemblies, that I must be forced to deal With them 
as Evander did with his triple-lived adversary; wbo^ 
accordhig to Virgil, was forced to kiH him thrice 
over, before he couid dispatch him. 



Ter ieffuy stemenint etat- 



'Thrice I «ent him to the Stygian ahoie. 
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I am liketrise iti(mBed« that seTeral wiy«s of my 
dead ttien haTe, siiioie the decease of their husbaaclfl, 
be^n seeii in tnany public places, without mourning 
:>r regard to common decency. 

I am further advised^ that several of the defunct, 
irontrary to the woollen act, presume to dress them- 
Milres in lace> embroidery, silks, muslins, and other 

naments forbidden to persons in their condition, 
inese and other the like informations moyins; me 
hereunto, I must desire, for distinction sake, and to 
KHiclude this subject for ever, that when any of 
hese posthumous persons appear, or are spoken of, 

it their wives may be called widows; their houses, 
idires; their chariots, hearses; and their gar- 

ni5, Jlantiel : on which condition, they shall be 
mowed all the conyefiiences that dead men can iu 
eason desire. 

As I was writing this morning on this subject, I 
eceiyed the following letter: 

" Mr. BiCKERSTAFF, Froftt the banks qf Styx* 

" I must confess, I treated you very scurrilously 
vhen you first sent me hither; but you have dis^ 
>atched such multitudes after me to keep me in 
nitr^tenance, that I am very well reconciled both to 
^ou and my condition. We live very lovinfefly to- 
gether ; for as death makes us all equalf it makes us 
r^cry much delight in one ancfthePs company. Our 
ifne passed away much aftef the same manner as H 
IM wheb we were among you; tiling, drinkirig, 
end sleeping dre oUr chief diversions. Our Cfcuid- 
funcs between whiles go to a ediTee-hbiBe, whefe 
hey h^ve severdl Watm lt(][u6rs made of the water* 
►f Lethe, with vi^ry good poppy-tea. We that ate 
he sprightly geftiuses of the place refresh ourselves 
retiuehtly with a bottle of mufti* and tell stories 
intil we fell ^sle<^p. Yoti wttold'ddweU to s^nH 
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among m Mr. Dodwell's book against the inu 
tality of the soul, which would be of greatconsola 
to oyr whole fraternity, who would be very gla 
find that they are deaji for good and all, .and w 
in particular make me rest for ever 

Yours, 

John Pabtb 
" P. S. Sir James is just arrived here in i 
health/' 

The foregoing letter was the more pleasing to 
because I perceive some little symptoms in it- 
resuscitation ; and having lately seen tbe.pTedi 
of this author, which are written in a true'.Pr 
spirit of prophecy, and a particular zeal agau 
French king, I have some thoughts of sendioff 
him from the banks of Styx, and reinstating 1 
his own house, at the sign of the Globe in Satisoi 
street, l^or the encouragement of him and ott 
I shall offer to their consideration a letter, wl 
gives me an account of the revival of one oft 
brethren. 

" Sir, l)ecembcr 

'^ I have perused your Tatler of this day, an^ i 
wept over it with great pleasure ; I wish you w< 
be more frequent in your family-pieces.^ For 
consider you under the notion of a great desis 
I think these are not your least valuable perR 
ances. I am glad to find you have given over i 
face-painting for some time, because I think 
have employed yourself more in grotesque fig 
than in beauties; for which reason I would ra 
see you work upon history-pieces, than on sii 
portraits. Your several draughts of dead men 
pear to me as pictures of still-life, and Uave c 
great good in the place where I live* The es^ 
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a neighbouring village, who had been a long time 
the number of non-entities> is entirely recovered 
them. For these several years past, there was 
t an hare in the county that could b6 at rest for 
ai and I think, the greatest exploit he ever boasted 
was, that when he was high sheriff of the county, 
hunted a fox so far, that he could not follow him 
f further by the laws of the land. All the hours 
spent at home, were in swelling himself with 
;tober, and rehearsing the wonders he did in the 
id* Upon reading your papers, he has sold his 
2^, shook off his dead companions, looked into 
; estate, got the multiplication-table by heart, paid 
; tithes, and intends to take upon him the office 
church- warden next year. I wish the same suc- 
with your oth(er patients, and am, &c." 

Ditto, January 9. 

When I came home this evening, a very tight 
ddle-aged woman presented to me the following 
tition : 

To the Worshipful Isaac Bickerstaff, Esquire, 
Censor of Great-Britain. 

The humble petition of Penelope Pri»^ Widow, 

" Showeth, 

*' That your petitioner was bred a clear -starcber 
d sempsti-ess, and for many years worked to the 
schange, and to several aldermen's wives, law- 
!rs' clerks, and merchants' apprentices. 
" That through the scarcity caused by regrators of 
*ead-corn, of whicb starch i.s made, and the gentry's 
^moderate frequenting the operas, the. ladies, to 
ve charges, have their heads washed at home, and 
e beaux put out their linen to common laun- 
resses. So that your petitioner has little or. no work 
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at her traik; for want of which> she it mAtMbi 
•ttch necessHy> that she and her teTen ftnttkti 
children must iuetitably perish, unless relived 
jrour worship. 

" That your petitioner is informed, ihit in ( 
tempt of your judgment pronounced on Ti 
the third instant against the new-fashioned 
coAt, or old-fashioned fardingtU^ the lad 
4o go on in that dress. And since it is pi 
your worship will not suppress them by force, ] 
petitioner humbly de!;ires you would tyrder, 
fufflt may be added to the dress; and that she 
be heard by her counsel, who has assured jroor 
titioner, he has soch cogent reasons to ofier to j 
court, that ruffit wndfardingals are inseparable* 
he questions not bat two-thirds of the ffi 
beauties about town will have cambric colTan 
their necks before the end of Easter term next 
further says, that the design • of our great gn 
mothers in this petticoat, was to appear much bi| 
ihan the life; for which reason they had 
shoulder-blades, like wings, and the rug^ ai 
mentioned, to make the upper and lower pa 
their bodies appear proportionable; whereas 
figure of a woman in the present dress h is, 
calls it, the figure of a cone, which, as he 
is the same with that of an extinguisher, wii 
little knob at the upper end, and widening do 
ward, until it ends in a basis of a most en* 
circumference. 

" Your petitioner, therefore, most humbly pr 
that you would restore the ruff to the fardin^ 
which in their nature ought to be as inseparabl 
the two Hungarian twins'^. 

" And your petitioner shall ever pray. 

* Helen and Judith, two united twip-sisteTSf were bor 
Ttbn], iti Hungary, Oct. 26, 1701 ; lived to the age of twt 
«ile,alMldlejdUlac•tlTemati^Nerlblfl[gl feb. 93, 17Sl 



ire examined into the allegations of this pe- 
and find, by several ancient pictures of my 
;edecessor8» particularly that e( Dame J>i^ 
Bickerstaf]^ my great grandmother, that the 
i fardingal are made use of as absolutely ne- 
to preserve the symmetry of the figwe ; and 
jrramid Bickerstafi^ her second sister, is re- 
in our family-book, with some observations 
lisadvantage, as the first female of our house 
icovered, to aay besides her nurse and her 
], an inch below her chin, or above her 

This convinces me of the reasonableness of 

rim^s demand; and, therefore, I shall not 

reviving of any one part of that ancient 

cept the whole is complied with. Mrs* 
IS, therefore, hereby impowered to carry^ 
'uffs to such as she shall see in the above- 
led petticoats, and require payment on de- 



Mr. Bickerstaff has under consideratibii the 
om the corporation of Colchester of fbar 
i pounds per annum, to be paid miarterly* 
d that all his dead persons $hatl be obliged t» 
e baize of that place. 
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In tenui labor, VIRG. Georg. fib. it. 6L 

' ** In wisdom hast thou made them all t** 

PSALM ciT. M. 

■ 

Skeer'lane, Janimry 111 ' 

,1 - "■ 

I HAVE lately applied myself with much sail 
to the curious discoveries that have been made dv. 
help pf microscopes^ as they are relatedi>y s 
of our own and other nations. There is a great 
of pleasure in prying into this world of won 
which nature has laid out of sight, and' » si 
dustrious to conceal from us. Philosophy haa rai 
over all the visible creation, and began to v 
objects for her inquiries, when the present age^ i 
the invention of glasses, opened a new auil ine 
haustible magazine of rarities, more wonderfql i 
amazing than any of those whicl^ astonished o 
forefathers. I was yesterday amusing myself .wi 
speculations of this kind, and reflecting apon m 
riads of animals that swim in those little seas 
juices that are contained in the several vessels of ; 
human body. While my mind was thus filled wi 
that secret wonder and delight, I could not but lo 
upon myself as in an act of devotion, and am ve 
well pleased with the thought of the great heathi 
anatomist, who calls his description of the parts 
an human body, ''An Hymn to the Supreo 
Being.'' The reading of the day produced m n 
imagination an agreeable morning s dream, if I ms 
call it such ; for I am still in doubt whether it passi 
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my »leeprng or waking thoughts. Howeyer it 
18, I fancied that my good genias stood at my 
d's head, and entertained me with the following 
icourse; for, upon my rising, it dwelt so strongly 
n me, that I writ down the substance of itj u 
the very words. 
*' If," said he, " you can be so transported with 
(ho6e productions of nature which are discovered to 
von by those artificial eyes that are the works of 
iRiman invention, how great will your surprise he, 
irhen you shall have it in your power to model 
nr own eye as you please, and adapt it to the 
of objects, which, with all these helps, are by 
nite degrees too minute for your perception ! We 
* are unbodied spirits can sharpen our sight to 
vpat degree we think fit, and make the least work 
•f the creation distinct and visible. This gives us 
nch ideas as cannot possibly enter into your pre- 
leiit conceptions. There is not the least particle of 
natter which may not furnish one of us sufficient 
employment for a whole eternity. We can still 
divide it, and still open it, and still discover new 
Wonders of Providence, as we look into the different 
leiture of its parts, and meet with beds ef vegeta- 
bles; minerals, and metallic mixtures, and several 
kinds of animals that lie hid, and as it were lost in 
nch an endless fund of matter. I find you are sur- 
prised at this discourse; but, as your reason tells 
you there are infinite parts in the smallest portion 
of matter, it will likewise convince you, that there 
is as ^reat a variety of secrets, and as much room 
for discoveries, in a particle no bigger than the point 
of a pin, as in the globe of the whole earth. Your 
microscopes bring to sight shoals of living creatures 
in a spoonful of vinegar; but we who can distin- 
guish them in their di&rent magnitudes, see among 
them several huge Leviathans that terrify the 1ittl« 
VOL. ui. * s 



194 TATtfil. 

fry of animals about them, and take their past 
in an ocean, or the great deep/' I coqld n 
smjle at this part of his relatton, and told hi 
doubted not but he qould gire me the hiiBtery 
vera! invisible giants, accompanied with tb 
spectiye dwarfs, in case that any <^ tbeM 
beings are of an human shape/' '^ Yoa may 
yourself/' said he, " that we see io theae 1 
mals different natures, instincts^ and bmx q 
which correspond to what you obserre in c 
of bigger dimensioBs. We descry milkn 
species subsisted on a green leaf, which your 
represent only in crowds and &wan Wk 
pears to your eye but as hair or do i : 
surface of it> we find to be woods : |oi 
habited by beasts of prey, that are ir 
those their little haunts, a^ liona and ngwra ; 
deserts of Lybif." I was much delighted 
discourse, and could not forbear telling h 
I should be wonderfully pleased to aee a i 
history of impercef^bles, containing a true i 
of such vegetables and animals as grow aad b^ 
of sight." " Such disquisitioEks," amweri 
very suitable to reasonable creatures; aan yoi 
be sure, there are many curious spirits ano 
who employ themselves in such aaaosenAents. 
as our hands, and all our senses, may be fc 
what degree of strength and del^ieacy we 
the same manner as our sight, we can xe 
experiments we are inclin^ to« howsmuU i 
the matter be in which we make them. I 
been present at the dissection of a mite, and 
^een the skeleton of a fle^ I liave b< 
forest of numberlesB trees, which have i i 
out of an aconu . Your microfleope can w j 
it. a complete oak in miniature; and cdum yei 
#j!Oiir organs a&wedow ymnml^ pluck a» 
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from this little oak, which contains another Ire^ ; 
Bitid so proceed from tree to tr^» as long as you 
ivoald think fit to continue your disqiiisitions. It is 
almost impossibles^* added he« "to talk of things so 
remote from common life, and the ordinary itotions 
frfaich mankind receive from blunt anti gross organs 
{^' sense, without appearing eittk'avagant and ri-» 
dkmlous. You hate often seen a dog opened, to ob* 
lerve the circulation of the blood, or tb^ke any 
other useful inquiry ; and yet would be tempted t6 
laugh if I should tell you, that a circle of much 
gffeater philosophers than any of the Royal Society, 
Hrere present at the cutting up one of those liitl* 

mals which we find in the blue of a phimb : that 
was tied down alive before them ; and that they 

served the palpitations of the heart, the cour^ cff 
I blood, the working of the musclesj and tht 
tx>iiyulsions in the sevet*al limbs, with great ac- 
curacy and improvement*'* " I must cenfess,*' said 
I, " for my own part, 1 go along with you in all your 
dis€Ov«»ries with great pleasure: but it is certaii^ 
they are too fine for the gross of mankind, who are 
more struck with the description of every thing that 
b great and bulky. Accordingly we find the best 
fudge of human nature setting forth his wisdom, 
not in the formation of these minute animals, 
though indeed no less wonderful than the other, 
but in that of the Leviathan and Behemoth, the 
Horse and the Crocodile." "'Your observation," 
said he, " is very just ; and I must acknowledge, 
for my own part^ that although it is with much de** 
light that 1 see the traces of Providence in these in« 
stances, I still take greater pleasure in considering 
the works of the creation in their immensity, thaa 
in their minuteness. For this reason, X rejoice 
^hea I strengthen my sight so as to make it pierce 
nto the most remote spaces, and take a view oi 

s2 
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those heavenly bodies which lie out of the reach of 
human eyes, though assisted by telescopes. Whit 
you look upon as one confused white in the milky* 
way, appears to me a long tracl^ of heavens, dis- 
tinguished by stars that are ranged in proper fignrei 
and constellations. While you are admiring the 
sky in a starry night, 1 am entertained with a va- 
riety of worlds and suns placed one above aDOtber» 
and rising up to such an immense distance* that oo 
created eye can see an end of them/' 

The latter part of his discourse flung me into 
such an astonishment, that he had been silent fiv 
some time before I took notice of it; when on s 
sudden I started up and drew my curtains, to look if 
any one was near me, but saw nobody, and cannot 
tell to this moment whether it was my good genhu 
•r a dream that left me. 
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■Velut silvis, ubi passim 



Patnntes error certo de tramite peUit; 
lUe sinhtrorsum, hie dextromum abU. 

IIOR. II. Sat ill. 46. 

When, ill a wood, wc leave the certain way. 
One error fools us, thoiigli we various stray. 
Some to the left, and some to t'other side. 

FKANCIS. 

Sheer- lane, January 13. 

Instead of considering any particular pasnon or 
character in any one set of men, my thoughts were 
last night employed on the contemplation of human 
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ife in genetal; and truly it appears to me, that the 
vbole species are hurried on by the same d^ires, 

d engaged in the same pursuits, according^ to the 
11 rent stages and divisions of life. Youth is de- 
Twxid to lust,, middle age to ambition, old age to 
ivarice. These are the three general, motives and 
principles of action both in good and bad men ; 
though it must be acknowledged, that they change 
^heir names, and refine their natures, according to 
\he temper of the person whom they direct and ani- 
mate. For with the good, lust becomes viituous 
bve; ambition, true honour; and avarice, the care 
of posterity. This scheme of thought annised me 
very agreeably until I retired to rest, and afterwards 
formed itself into a pleasing and regular vision, 
Tvhich I shall describe in all its circumstances, as the 
objects presented themselves, whether in a serious or 
ridiculous manner. 

I dreamed that I was in a wood, of so prodigious 
an extent, and cut into such a variety of walks and 
alleys, that all mankind were lost and bewildered in 
it After having wandered up and down 8on>e time, 
I came into the centre of it, which opened into a 
wide plain, filled with multitudes of both sexes. I 
here discovered three great roads, very wide and 
k>ng, that led into three different parts of the forest. 
On a sudden, the whole multitude broke into three 
parts^ according to their different ages, and marched 
in their respective bodies into the three great roads 
that lay before them. As I had a mind to know 
how each of these roads terminated, and whither 
they would lead those who passed through them, I 
joined myself with the assembly that were in the 
flower and vigour of their age, and called them- 
selves '* the band of lovers.^' I found, to my great 

prise, that several old men. besides myself iiad 

j-udecl into this agre^blecowpaDy^ as ihadbe^ 

?3 



198 TATI£R. M^ 19ft 

fore observed, there were sonie youfg nieik-fibi 
had united themselves to "the band of mk$ft§B^ 
and were walking up the path of avarice ^ 
both made a very ridiculous fignve, awl 
much laughed at by those they joined, u by 
they ibrsook. The walk which we marclwrf Wfi 
for thickness of shades, embroidery of flowtfli^ Mi 
melody of birds, with the distant purling of ilMilHV 
and ialis of water, was so wonderibHy deNglMMi 
(hat it charmed our senses, and intogcicalQdl Ml 
minds with pleasure. We had no4( been Idng iMt 
before every man si Deified out; some wnitBfi If 
whom he oflered his addresfies^ and profiMmA him* 
self a lover; when on a sodden wt pevoernMl thb 
delicious walk to grow more narrow as wcr gJtaaiMi 
in it, until it ended in many intricata tlielMi%' 
mazes, and labyrinths, thae were so niaed #itlr 
roses and brambles, brakes of thorns^ and bidief 
flowers, rocky paths, and pleasing grattoi^ itiftil 
was hard to say, whether it gave greiitsr dfiligll Of 
perplexity to those who travelled- ia it. 

It was here that the lovens bi^n to be tttga kt 
their pursuits^ Some of their miatresMs, who naltf 
seemed te retire for the sake of form anddMeaey;' 
led them into plantations that w^e diu p die^ iM 
regular walks; where, after they had wheifMalNM 
in some turns and windings, they suflfered^ Iheflk 
scAves to be overtaken, and gave their hlBMMb ti^ 
those who pursued them. Others w'lfMmw ft&St 
their foWowen into littlle wildernesses, vi4ieVe thm^ 
were so many paths interwoven with each otter w 
so much confusion and irregularity, that aererat o0 
the lovers quitted the pursuit, or bitik&tlimp hMrftf- 
in the cbace; It was sometimes v«ry#dd Ml setf t* 
roaa pursuing a fine woman that was follo#fli|^- 
another, whose eye was fixed upon a lbiAib» thit 
had her own game is yieiw kt^ MMoe-othtfr ^puMtt ef ' 
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wil k$. I could not but obscrfc two things 

J 3 e which 1 thought yery particular. That 

BT« pergons, who stood only at the end of the 

.T> es, and cast a careless eye upon the nymphs 

mg their whole flighty often catched them; 

n those who pressed them the most warmly, 

t I all their turns and doubles, were wholly 

• 1 : and thdt some of my own age, who 

re at n looked upon with aversion and coil« 

ipti by Deing well aCqttainted with the wildcr- 

9, said by dodging their women in the particular 

nerff and alleys of it, catched them in their arms, 

took them from those whom they really loved 

admired. There was a particular grove, which 

called "the labyrinth of coquettes;'* where 

ny were entiiced to the chace, but few returned 

k purchase. It wtm pleasant enough to see a 

Mebrated beauty, by smiling upon one, casting a 

llance upon another, beckoning to a third, and 

ipting her charnis and graceii to the several follies 

I those that admired her, drawing into the laby- 

itith a whole pack of lovers, that K^st themselveii 

I the maze, ami never could find th^ir way out of 

L However, it was some satisfaction to me, to 

fit many of the fair ones, who had thus deluded 

ir followers, and left them atnbng the intricacies 

1 the labyrinth, obliged, when they came out of It; 

IV mirrender to the first partner thAt offered himself. 

Mw had crossed over aH the difficult and per- 

4^ed passages that seemed to bound out walk, 

i^n on the other side of them I ^w the same great 

oad running on a little way until it Was terminated 

>y 1H¥0 beautiful temples. I stiood here for some 

hne^ and saw most of the multitude who had been 

ispersed amongst the thickets, coming out two by 

wo, and tharching up in pairtf towards the temples 

t' stood before U9^ The structure on thef rights 
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hand was, as I afterwards found, consecrated 
yirtuous love, and could not be entered but by 
as received a ring, or some other token* i i 
person who was placed as a guard at the gate 
He wore a garland of roses and myrtles on 
head, and on his shoulders a robe like an , 

mantle, white and unspotted all over, ex 
only, that where it was clasped at his brei , 
were two golden turtle-doves that buttonea is 
their bills, which were wrought in rubies, 
was called by the name of Hymen, and was ; 
near the entrance of the temple, in a del 
bower, made up of several trees, that were 
braced by woodbines, jasmines, and iu x 
which were as so many emblems of marrv 
orns^ments to the trunks that supported th • t 
I was single and unaccompanied, I was 
mitted to enter the temple, and for that reasoB 
a stranger to all the mysteries that were perfc 
in it. I had, however, the curiosity to oh 9 
how the several couples that entered were d 1 

of; which was after the following manner, .i 
were two great gates on the backside of the.e4 
at which the whole crowd was let out. At • 
these gates were two women, extremely 1 
though in a different kind, the one having a ' 
careful and composed air, the other a sort of 
and ineffable sweetness in her countenance, .i 
name of the first was Discretion, and of the < 
Complacency. All who came out of this gate* 
put themselves under the direction of th » 

sisters, were immediately conducted by th< 
gardens, groves, and meadows, which abouoc 
delights, and were furnished with every tbiuR 
cbuld make them the proper seats oi hap) 
The second gate of this temple let out aii 
couples that were unhappily married^ who cai nu 
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together with chains, which each of them 
to break, but could not. Several of these 
jch as had never been acquainted with each 
)etbre they met in the great walk, or had 
x> well acquainted in the thicket. The en- 
to this gate was possessed by three sisters, 
>ined themselves with these wretches> and 
ned most of their miseries. The youngest 
sisters was known by the name of Levity, 
mh the innocence of a virgin, had the dress 
^haviour of a harlot. The name of the se- 
^as Contention, who bore on her right-arm a 
lade of the skin of a fx>rcupine; and on h^r 
Tied a little lap-dog, that barked and snapped 
y one that passed by her. 
eldest of the sisters, who seemed to have an 
y and imperious air, was always accompanied 
tawny Cupid, who generally marched before 
th a little mace on hi« shoulder, the end of 
was i^ishioned into the horns of a stag. Her 
Its were yellow, and her complexion pale, 
res were piercing, but had odd casts in them, 
particular distemper, which mak(;s persons 
ire troubled with it, see objects double, 
inquiry, 1 was informed that iier name was 

ing finished my observations upon this temple 
i votaries, I repaired to that which stood on 
t hand, and was called the " Temple of Lust." 
ront of it was raised on Corinthian pillars, 
ill the meretricious ornaments that accom- 
that order; whereas, that of the other was 
sed of the chaste and matron -like Ionic, 
des of it were adorned with several grotesque 
I of goats, sparrows, heathen gods, satyrs, 
lonsters made up of half man half beast. 
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The gates were unguarded, and open taall 
had a mind to enter. Upon ray going ui> II 
^e windows were blinded^ and let in OiilT > 
of Jtwiligbt, that served to disooTor a pi 
number of dark corners and apartments^ i 
the whole temple was divided. I was faera 
with a mixed noise of clamour and jollity. « 
side of me I heard singing and dancing; on 
other brawls and clashing of swords. In i 

was so little pleased with the place, that I v 
out of it; but found I could not retui oy 
gate where I entered^ which was barred i w 

that were come in, with bolts of iron> a 
of adamant. There was no going back fr 
temple through the paths of pleasure v sh 
it. All who passed through the cerem 
place, went out at an iron wicket, whicn i 
by a dreadful giant, called Remorse, that a 

scourge of scorpions in his hand, and dro 
into the only outlet from tfa^ temple. Tl i 

passage so rugged, so uneven, and ch< i 

€0 many thorns and briars, that it ? >» 
choly spectacle to behold the pains ana o 
which both sexes suflered who walked tbn 
The men, though in the prime of their 3 
appeared weak and enfeebled with old age. 'i 
women wrung their hands, and tore their 
and several lost their limbs before they coala 
tricate themselves out of the perplexities of 
path in which they were engaged. The i ng 

part of this vision, and the adventures I witi 
in 'the two great roads of Ambition and avi 
must be the subject of another Paper. 

Advertisement. 
I have this morning received the ibllowiAg.Letlei 
from the famous Mr. Thomas Dogget. 



" Sir, 

" On Monday next will be acted, for my benefit, 

fcfcc Comedy of Love for Love. If you will do me 

filB ]»>noar 'to appear there^ I will publish on the 

Mis, that it is to be performed at the request of 

ic BickerstafF, Esquire, and question not but it 

II bring me as great an audience, as ever was at 

house, since the Morocco Ambassador* was 

ncrti: I am, with the greatest respect, your most 

>bedient and most humble servant, 

Thomas Dogget." 

ng natiirally an encourager of wit, as well as 
^ id to it in the quality of Cejisw, I returned the 
lowing answer : 

" Mr. Dogcet, 
'* I am very well pleased with the choice you have 
made of so excellent a play, and have always looked 
Upon you as the best of comedians ; I shall therefore 
eome in between the first and second act, and re- 
main in the right-hand box over the pit until the 
end of the fourth; provided you take care that every 
thing be rightly prepared for my reception.'^ 

^ About three jeafs before this time, in 1706, towards tlie 
tad of April, the Morocco ambassador made his public entr/^ 
into London, uid was admitted to hb audience* 
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-— — Similis tibi, Cynthia, vel tibi, CHJva 
TiirbavU nitidos extikctus ptmer oceUof. 

juv. Sutvif: '■ 

Like Cynthia, or tlie Lesbias of out yean, 

Wlio for a spaiiow's death dissolve in tears. i 

From my oum Apartment, Januaty 10." 

I WAS recollecting the remainder of my 
when my maid came to me, and told me, " 
was a gentlewoman below who seemed. - to -.oa 
great trouble,^ and pressed very much to see 
When it lay in my power to remove the d 
an unhappy person^ I thought I should very u. 
ploy my time in attending to matters of specu); 
and therefore desired the lady would walk in. . ^ 
she entered, I saw her eyes full of tears. How 
her grief was not so great as to make her 
rules; for she was very long and exact in her cin* 
lities, which gave me time to view and coi|i! 
her. Her cloaths were very rich, biit tamiil 
and her words very fine, but ill applied. 1 
distinctions made me, without hesitation, the a 
had never seen her before, ask her, " if «. 
had any commands for me?'' She then b n 
weep afresh, and with many broken sighs tuiu i > 
"that their family was in very great amiction.'' — i 
keseeched her '' to compose herself, for that I might 
possibly be capable of assisting them." — She then 
cast her eye upon my little dog, and wa9 again 
transported with too much passion to proceed; but^ 
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rith much ado, : she at last gave me to understand, 
' that Cupid, her lady's lap-dog, was dangerously 
J, and in so bad a condition, that her lady neither 
aw company, nor went abroad, for which reason 
he did not come herself to consult me ; that, as I 
lad mentioned with great afifection my own dog,'f 
here she curtesied, and lookuig first at the cur, 
i then on me, said, " indeed I had reason, for 
ke was very pretty) her lady sent to me rather than 

any other doctor, and hoped I would not laugh 
t her sorrow, but send her my advice/' I must 
onfess, I had some indignation to find myself 
reated like something below a farrier; yet well 

owing that the best, as well as most tender way, 

1 dealing with a woman, is to fall in with her hu- 
urs, and by that means to let her see the ab- 

urdity of them ; I proceeded accordingly. " Pray, 
lladam,'^ said I, '' can you give me any methodical 
ceount of this illness, and how Cupid was first 
aken ? " " Sir," said she, *' we have a little igno- 
ant country girl, who is kept to tend him; she 
iras irecommended to our family by one that my 
y never saw but once, at a visit ; and you know, 
3oa$ of quality are always inclined to strangers ; 
or. I could have helped her. to a cousin of my own, 
►ut— 7" *' Good Madam," said I, '' you neglect the 
ceount of. the sick body, while you are complain- 
ag of this girl." " No, no. Sir,' said she, " beg- 
[ing.your pardon: but it is the general fault of 
physicians, they are so in haste, that Jthey never 
ear out the case. I say, this silly girl, after wash- 
og Cupid, let him stand half an hour in the win- 
ow without his collar, where he catched cold, and 
1 an hour after, began to bark very hoarse. He 
ad, however, a pretty, gQod night, and we hoped 
le danger was over;, but. fo^.the§e;twO(nights last 
ast, neither he nor my lady have slept a wink." 

VOL. III. T 
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" Has he/' said I, " taken any thiAg ?'* « Ito,* 

said she ; " but my lady say8> he shall t 

thing that you prescribe^ provided you do nw 

tise of Jesuit's powder, or the cold^baik. 

Cupid/' continued she^ " has always been p 

cal; and as he lies under something like a « 

coughs wc are afraid it will end in a col 

I then asked her> " if she had brought i oi 

water to show me ? " Upon this^ she starea 

the face, and said, '' I am afraid, Mr. Bk^ 

you are not serious; but, if you have any ]' 

that is proper on this occasion, pray let us J i 

for my mistress is not to be comforted/' Upi ii 

I paused a little without returning any a rt 

after some short silence, I proceeded in um 

ing manner: '' I have considered the n; ite^* |i 

distemper, and the constitution of the pac 

by the best observation that I can make on i |i 

think it is safest to put him into a course of i 

physic. In the mean time, to remove his 

iiess, it will be the most natwal way to i \. i 

his own druggist; for which reason, i It i 'Jk 

scribe to him, three mornings succeuively, aa 

powder as will lie on a groat, of that noble tc 

which the apothecaries call Album Ormcum" uj | 

hearing this advice, the young woman il< , mm\ 

she knew how ridicuions an errand i h\ 

employed in ; atid indeed I found by i sc 

her discourse, that she was an arch ba , 

of a character that is frequent enough in i 

of her employment} who are so -used to i 

themselves in every thing to the h\ 

passions of their mistresses, that they 

periority of sense to ^superiority of cod j 

are insensibly betrayed into the passiotis i 

judices of those whom they serve, withckn ftr 

i^remselves leave to consider thai tliejr Mft 
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gant and rtdiculons. However^ I thought it very 
natural^ when her eyes were thus open^ to see her 
give a new turn to her discourse, and, from sym* 
pathising with her mistress in her follies, to fall 
a- railing at her. " You cannot imagine/' said «he» 
** Mr. BickerstafiP, what a life she makes u« lead> 
for the sake of this little ugly cur. If he dies, we 
are the most unhappy family in town. Sbe chanced 
lo lose a parrot last year, which, to tell you truly^ 
brought me into her service ; for she turned off her 
wmnan upon it, who had lived wkh her ten years* 
because she neglected to give him water, though 
eT«ry one of the family says she was as innocent of 
(be bird's death, as the babe that is unborn ; nay> 
she told me this very morning, that if Cupid should 
die, she would send the poor innocent wench I was 
telling you of to Bridewell, and have the milk- 
woman tried for her life at the Old -Bailey, for 
fnitting water into his milk. In dbort, she talks 
like any distracted creature.'' 

" Since it is so, young woman," said I, " I will 
by no means let you ofiend her, by staying on this 
nessage longer than is absolutely necessary;" and 
so forced her out. 

While I am studying to cure those evils and 
dklrei»es that are necessary or natural to human 
life^ I find my task growing upon m% since by 
these accidental cares, and acquired calamities, if I 

y so call them, my patients contract distempers 
K# which their constitution is of itself a stranger. 
But this is an evil I have for many years remarked in 
the fair sex ; and as they are by nature very much 
formed for affection and dalliance, I have observed, 
that when by too obstinate a cruelty, or any other 
Bteans, they have disappointed themselves of the 
j^per objects of love, as husbands, or children, 

h virgins have, exactly at such a year, grown 

T 2 
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fond of lap-dogs, parrots^ or other animals. I 
know at this time a celebrated Toast, whom I alkw 
to be one of the mo^t agreeable of her sex, that^ in 
the presence of her admirers, will give a torrent of 
kisses to her cat, any one of which a Christian irooki 
be glad of. I do not at the same time deny/ but 
there are as great enormities of this kind committor 
by our sex as theirs. A Roman emperor had to 
very great an esteem for an horse of his, thfit he 
had thoughts of making him a Consul; and several 
modems of that rank of men whom' we call Comitrv 
Esquires, would not scruple to kiss their hoonaii 
before all the world, and declare- in the presence of 
their wives, that they had rather salute a faTonrite 
of the pack, than the finest woman in England. 
These voluntary friendships, between animals of 
different species, seem to arise from instinct; fimr 
which reason, I have always looked upon the mu- 
tual good-will between the Esquire and the hoond, 
to be of the same nature with that between the lioD 
and the jackall. 

The only extravagance of this kind which ap- 
pears to me excusable, is one that grew out of an 
«xcess of gratitude, which I have somewhere met 
with in the life of a Turkish emperor. . His horse 
had brought him safe out of a field of battle, and 
from the pursuit of a victorious enemy. As a rewani 
for such his good and faithful service, his master 
built him a stable of marble, shod him with gold, 
fed him in an ivory manger, and made him a 
rack of silver. He annexed to the stable se- 
veral fields and meadows, lakes, and running 
streams. At the same time he provided for him 
a seraglio of mares, the most beautiful that could be 
found in the whole Ottoman empire. To these 
were added a suitable train of domestics, consisting 
of grooms, farriers, rubbers, &c. accommodated with 



^M22. TATLER. i09 

proper liveries aiid pensions. In short, nothing 
ras omitted that could contribute to the ease and 
lappiness of his life^ who had preserved the em* 
ror's. 

*^* By reason of the extreme cold, and the 
han^eableness of the weather, I have been pre- 
ailed upon to allow the free use of the fardin^al, 
ntil the twentieth of February next ensuing. 
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Cur in Theatrum, Cato severe, venisti f 

MART. lib. 1. £p. 3. , 

yfhy to the theatre (lid Cato come. 

With all bis boaited gravity ? R. WYNNE. 

From my own Apartment, January 18. 

FIND it is thought necessary, that I, who have 

n upoti me to censure the irregularities of the 

, should give an account of my own actions,, 

len they appear doubtful, or subject to miscon-< 

ction. My appearing at the play on Mondty * 

is looked upon as a step in my conduct, which 

oufz to explain, that others may not be misled 

f example. It is true in matter of fact, I was 

It at the ingenious entertainment of that day, 

placed myself in a box which was prepared for 



^.A person dressed for Isaac Bickerstaff' did appeiur at tiM 
y-hoase on this occasion. 

t3 
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me with great civility and distinction. It is pt 
Virgil, when he entered a Roman theatre, /i 
there were many thousand of spectators prei 
that the whole assembly rose up to do him h 
a respect which was never before paid to any ou 
the emperor. I must confess^ that universal clt|b 
spid other testimonies of applause^ with whidi I 
was received at my first appearance in the the- 
atre of Great Britain, gave me as sensible a dp* 
light, as the above-mentioned reception could gin 
to that immortal poet. I should be ungratefblj tt 
the same time, if I did not take this opportunity 
acknowledging the great civilities that were shoi 
me by Mr. Thomas Bogget, who made his compu- 
ments to me between the acts, after a most Jiir^ 
genious and discreet manner ; and at the same time 
communicated to me, '^ that the company of Up- 
holders desired to receive me at their door at the 
end of the Hay-market, and to light, me home to 
my lodgings.^' That part of the ceremony I forbadf 
and took particular care during the whole play 
to observe the conduct of the drama, and give no 
offence by my own behaviour. Here I think it will 
not be foreign to ray character, to lay down the 
proper duties of an audience, and what is incmn- 
bent upon each individual spectator in public di- 
versions of this nature. Every one should on tbeee 
occasions show his attention, understandings and 
virtue. I would undertake to find out all the per- 
sons of sense and breeding by the efifect of m single 
sentence, and to distinguish a gentleman as mach 
by his laugh, as his bow. When we see the foot- 
man and his lord diverted by the same jest, it very 
much turns to tfie diminution of the one, or the 
honour of the other. But though a man's quality 
may appear in his understanding and taste, • tlie 
regard to virtue ought to be the same in all raidbraad 
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long of men^ howerer they make a pro- 
[earaon of it, under the name of honour, religion, 

13 aility. When therefore we see any thing di- 

t ; audience, either in tragedy or comedy, that 

K 9 at the duties of civil life, or exposes what 

oest men in all ageii have looked upon as sacred 

! inviolable ; it is the certain sign of a profligate 
of men, who are fallen from the virtue of their 
thers, and will be contemptible in the eyes of 
coeir posterity. For this reason I took great delight 
in seeing the generous and disinterested passion of 
the lovers in this comedy, which stood so many 
trials, and was proved by such a variety of diverting 
incidents, received with an universal approbation. 
This brings to my mind a passage in Cicero^ which 
I could never read without being in love with the 
virtue of a Roman audience. He there describes 
the shouts and applauses which the people gave to 
the persons who acted the parts of Py lades and 
Orestes, in the noblest occasion that a poet could 
invent to show friendship, in perfection. One of 
them had forfeited his life by an action which he 
had committed ; and a« they stood in judgement be* 
fore the tyrant, each of them strove who should be 
the criminal, that he might save the life of his 
friend. Amidst the vehemence of each asserting 
himself to be the offender, the Roman audience 
gave a thunder of applause, and by that means, as 
the author hints, approved in others what they 
would have done themselves on the like occasion. 
Methinks, a people of so much virtue were de- 
servedly placed at the head of mankind : but, alas ! 
pleasures of this nature are not frequently to be met 
vrith on the English stage. 

The Athenians, at a time when they were the 
most polite, as well as the most powerful govern* 
ment in the work), made the' cove of the4;t&ge imm 
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of the chief parts of the administration : and ] 
confess^ I am astonished at the spirit of virtue wuicr 
appeared in that people^ upon some expiessioni 
scene of a famous tragedy; an account of which w 
have in one of Seneca's Epistles. A covetous per 
son is represented speaking the c'ommon sentii 
of ali who are possessed with that vice in the foi 
ing soliloquy, which I have translated Ht«raliy} 

" Let me be called a base man, so I am ' called a 
rich one. If a nian is rich^ who asks if he is good? 
The question is, how much we have, not fr 
whence, or by what means, we have it. Every on 
has so much merit as he has wealth. For my om 
part, let me be rich, oh ye gods! or let me < 
The man dies happily, who dies increasing his trea- 
sure. There is more pleasure in the possession of 
vi'ealth, than in that of parents, children, wife, sr 
friends.'* 

The audience were very much provoked by the 
first words of this speech ; but when the actor came 
to the close of it, they could bear no longer. In 
short, the whole assembly rose up at once in the 
greatest fury, with a design to pluck him off the 
stage, and brand the work itself with infamy, s In 
the midst of the tumult, the author came out. ftom 
behind the scenes, begging the audience to be com- 
posed for a little while, and they should see the tra* 
gical end which this wretch should come to imimt* 
diately. The promise of punishment appeased the 
people, who sat with great attention and pleasure to 
see an example made of so odious a criminal. It ii 
with shame and concern that I speak it ; but I v^ 
much question, whether it is possible to make a 
speech so impious as to raise such a laudable honor 
and indignation in a modern audience. It is venf 
natural for an author to make ostentatipa of his 
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upon doing eminent services to mankind^ or 

>ting the good of their country. On each side 

inis great road were several paths^ that were also 

. out in straight lines> and ran parallel with it* 

lese were most of them covered walks, and re« 

ed into them men of retired virtue, who proposed 

themselves the same end of their journey, though 

Eoey chose to make it in shade and obscurity. The 

ices at the extremity of the walk were so con- 

ived> thatwe could not see the "Temple of Honour** 

jr reason of the " Temple of Virtue/' which stood 

3re it. At the gates of this temple we were met 

f goddess of it, who conducted us into that of 

Honour, which was joined to the other edifice by a 

beautiful triumphal arch, and had tto othet entrance 

into it. Wlien the deity of the inner structure had 

received us, she presented us in a body to a figure 

that was placed over the high-aitar, and was the 

imblem of Eternity. She sat on a globe in the midaft 

of a golden zodiac, holding the figure of a sun in one 

hand, and a moon in the other. Her head was veiled, 

and her feet covered. Our hearts glowed within us, 

AS we stood amidst the sphere of light which this 

iitiage cast on every side of it. 

Having seen all that happened to this band of ad^ 
venturers, I repaired to another pile of building that 
»od within view of the *' Temple of Howur,'^ arid 
■ \ raised in imitation of it, upon the very same mo- 
del | but at my approach to it, 1 found, that the 
■tones were laid together without mortar, and that 
the whole fabric stood upon so weak a foundation, 
it shook with every wind that blew. This was 
d the " Temple of Vanity." The goddess of ft 
m the midst of a great ms^y tapers, that burned 
Day and night, and made heir^ a{)|>ear mudi better 
fehaft she would hate done in epen day-lighU Her 
MTiiote iart w«ib to sbiaw keraM' foar^ beautiAil wm 
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majestic than she really was. For which reason 
had painted her face, and wore a cluster of 
jewels upon her breast : but what I more partii 
observed was, the breadth of her petticoal» v 
was made altogether in the fashion of a modemj 
dinstaL This place was filled with hypocrites, p 
dants, free-thinkers, and prating politicians ; wimi 
rabble of those who have only titles to maJce- 
great men. Female votaries crouded the 
choked up the avenues of it, and were nv 
number than the sand upon the sea-shore, j. ] 
it my business, in my return towards that pai^^n 
wood from whence I first set out, to obsenne 
walk which led to this temple ; for I met in it sv*^ 
veral who had begun their journey with the band of '^ 
virtuous persons, and travelled some tirate in th 
company ; but upon examination I found, that tb 
were several paths which led out of the great 
into the sides of the wood, at\d ran into so n 
crooked turns and windings, that those who traveuea 
through them, often turned their backs upon 
" TeAiple of Virtue;" then crossed the straignt roM, 
and sometimes marched in it for a little spacey il 
the crooked path which they were engaged in» i Q 
led them into the wood. The several alleys of us 
wanderers had their particular ornaments. C oi 
hem I could not but take notice of in the waui 
che mischievous pretenders to politics, which I is 
every vurn the figure of a person, whom by toe ni^ 
scriprion I found to be Machiavel, pointing oii^ tbo 
way with an extended finger, like a Mercury. . 

I was now returned in the same manner as befin^ 
with a design to observe carefully every thing thpt 
passed in the region of Avarice, and the occurrencef 
in that assembly, which was made up of persons of 
my own age. This body of travellers had not gope 
iar in the thir(] great road, before it led them * 
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Y into SI deep Talley, in which they journiied se- 
petal days with great toil and uneasiness, and withoal 

necessary refreshments of food and sleep. The 

IV relief they met with, was in a river that ran 

^h the bottom of the Talley on a bed of golden 

1. They often drank of this stream^ which had 

n a particular quality in it, that though it refreshed 
«em for a time, it rather inflamed thai^ qnenched 
^ir thirst. On each side of the river was a range 

bills full of precious ore ; for where the rains had 
i icd off the earth, one might see in several parts 

inem long veins of gold, and rocks that lookted 

! pure silver. We were told, that the deity of 
Loe place had forbidden any of his votaries to dig 
kkto the bowels of these hills, or convert the treasurer 
they contained to any use, under pain of starving* 
At the end of the valley stood the "Temple of 
A.varice,'' made after the manner of a fortification, 
aiid surrounded with a thousand triple - headed 
dogs, that were placed there to keep otiP beggars. 
At our approach, they all fell a barking, and 
would have very much terrified us, had not an old 
woman, who called herself by the forged name of 
Competency, offered herself for our guide. She car* 
ried under hor garment a golden bough, which she 
no sooner held up in her hand, but the dogs lay 
down, and the gates flew open for our reception. 
We were led through an hundred iron doors before 
we entered the temple. At the upper end of it sat 
the god of Avarice, with a long filthy beard, and 
a meagre starved countenance; inclosed with 
heaps of ingots, and pyramids of money, but half 
naked and shivering with cold. On his right-hand 
was a fiend called Rapine, and on his left a par* 
ticular favourite, to whom he had given the title of 
Parsimony. The first was his collector, and th# 
ether his cashier. 

VOL. III. u 



There were several long tables placed on eaeb die 
of the temple, with respective officers attending !»• 
hind them. Some of these I inquired inta AHi 
the first table was kept the " Office of ConuptinmJ'' 
Seeing a solicitor extremely bosy, and whisperiaf 
every body that passed by; I kept my eye npon^luB 
very attentively « and saw him ofiten going ap tea 
person that had a pen in his hand, with ft m\ 
cation table and an almanack before him, wfa asi 
afterwards heard, was all the learning he v 
of. The solicitor would often apply himseic m 
ear,, and at the same time convey money into 
hand, for which the other would give bim out a ni 
of paper or parchment, signed and sealed in 
The name of this dexterous and successful si 
was Bribery. At the next table was Ibe *^^ 
of Extortion.^' Behind it sat a person in a bob « 
counting over great sums of money. He gave uu» 
little purses to several ; who after a short tour broi 
him, in return, sacks full of the same kind of cmai 
I saw at the same time a person called Fraud, % 
sat behind the counter with false scales, light w 
and scanty measures ; by the skilful applies 
which instruments, she had got together an imn 
heap of wealth. It would be endless to le ins 
several officers, or describe the votaries that « 
in this temple. There were many old men ] ^ 

and breathless, reposing their heads on bags or 
ney ; nay, many of them actually dying, whoee verf 
pangs and convulsions, which rendered their 
useless to them, only made them grasp tin 
faster. There were some tearing with one h) u 
things, even to the garments and flesh of many 
scrable persons who stood before them ; and w 
other hand, throwing away what they had < , 

to harlots, flatterers, and panders that iloi • 

hind them. 
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On a sudden the whole assembly fell a trembling ; 
and upon inquiry^ I found that the great room we 
were in was haunted with a spectre, that many times 
a day appeared to them, and terrified them to dis- 
traction. 

In the midst of their terror and amazement, the 
apparition entered, which I immediately knew to be 
I*overty. Whether it were by my acquaintance with 
this phantom, which had rendered the sight of her 
more familiar to me, or however it was, she did not 
make so indigent or frightful a figure in my eye, as 
the god of this loathsome temple. The miserable 
votaries of this place were, I found, of another mind. 
Every one fancied himself threatened by the ap- 
parition as she stalked about the room, and began to 
lock their coffers, and tie their bags, with the utmost 
fear and trembling. 

I must cotifess, I look upon the passion which I 
saw in this unhappy people, to be of the same nature 
with those unaccountable antipathies which some 
persons are born. with, or rather as a kind of phrenzy, 
not unlike that which throws a man into terrors 
and agonies, at the sight of so useful and innocent a 
thing as water. The whole assembly was surprised, 
when, instead of paying my devotions to the deity 
wliom they all adored, they saw me address myself 
to the phantom. 

" Oh Poverty ! *' said I, '* my first petition to thee 
is, that thou wouldest never appear to me hereafter; 
but if thou wilt not grant me this, that then thoij 
wouldest not bear a form more terrible than that in 
which thou appearest to me at present. Let not thy 
threats and menaces betray me to any thing that is 
ungrateful, or unjust. Let mfe not shut my ears to 
the cries of the needy. Let me not forget the person 
that has deserved well of me. Let me not, for any 
fear of thee, desert my friend, my principles, or my 

V2 
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honour* If Wealth is to visit me, &nd to co ' h 
her usual attendants. Vanity and. Avarice, uo 
O Poverty ! hasten to my rescue ; but bring te 
with thee the two sisters, in Vtrhose compaw i 
art always cheerful. Liberty and Innocence. ■ 

The conclusion of this vision must be deferred tft 
janother opportunity. 
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Ex humili summa adfastigia rerum 
Extollit, qw>tie8 voluit Fortunujocari. 

JUV.~Sirt^ ffi. 39. 

Fortune am, for her pleasure, fools adrance, . 

Aiid toss them on tlie wheels of Chancer DRYPEl^* 



From tmf own Apartment, January 25« 

I WENT on Saturday last to make a visit in the city; 
and as I passed through Cheapside, I saw crouds of 
people turning down towards the Bank, and stmg' 
gling who should first get their money into the iieto- 
erected lottery. It gave me a great notion of the 
credit of our present government and adminiatratioiii 
to Bnd people press as eagerly to pay money, as they 
would to receive it; and, at the same time, a due 
respect for that body of men who have found oat so 
pleasing an expedient for carrying on the common 
cause^ that they have turned a tax into a diversion. 
The cheerfuhiess of spirit, and the hopes of succesi^ 
which this project has occasioned in this great cityi 
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Ughtens the burden of the war^ and puts me in mind 
t>f some games which^ they say, were inyented by 
"Wise men, who were lovers of their country, to mak« 
their fellow-citizens undergo the tediousness and fa-* 
tigues of a long siege. . I think there is a kind of 
homage due to fortune, if 1 may call it so> and that 
I should be wanting to myself, if I did not lay in 
my pretences to her favour, and pay my compliments 
to her by recommending a ticket to her disposal. 
For this reason, upon my return to my lodgings, I 
sold off a couple qf globes and a teUscope, which, 
with the cash I had by me, raised the sum that was 
requisite for that purpose. I find by my calculations, 
that it is but an hundred and fifty thousand to one, 
against my being worth a thousand pounds per an" 
num for thirty-two years; and if any Plumb in the 
city will lay me an hundred and fifty thousand pounda 
to twenty shillings, which is an even bet, that I am 
not this fortunate man, I will take the wager, and 
shall look upon him as a man of singular courage 
and fair dealing ; having given orders to Mr. Mor- 
phew to subscribe such a policy in my behalf, if any 
person accepts of the offer. 1 must confess,-^ I have 
had such private intimations from the twinkling of a 
certain star in some of my astronomical observations, 
that I should be unwilling to take fifty pounds a year 
for my chance, unless it were to oblige a particular 
friend. My chief business at present is^ to prepare 
my mind for this change of fortune : for as Seneca, 
who was a greater moralist, and a much richer man 
than I shall be with this addition to my present in- 
come, says, Munera ista Fortune putatis ? Insidia 
sunt, " What we look upon as gifts and presents 
of Fortune, are traps and snares which she lays for 
the unwary." I am arming myself against her fa* 
Tours with all my philosophy ; and that I may not 
Jose myself in such a redundance of unnecessary and 

u3 
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saperfluous wealth, I have determined to settle «d 
annual pension out of it upon a family of (^latinefl^ 
and by that means give these unhappy strangen* 
taste of British property. At the same tirne^ at I 
have an excellent servant-maid, whose diligence in 
attending me has increased in proportion to my in* 
firmities, I shall settle upon her the revenue-araing^ 
out of the ten pounds, and amounting to foxntem 
shillings per annum; with which she may retire 
into Wales, where she was bom a gentlewomn^ 
and pass the remaining part of her days in » con- 
dition suitable to her birth and quality. It was ioH' 
possible for me to make an inspection into my own 
fortune on this opcasion, without seeing, at thefiame 
time, the fate of others who are embarked in tlw 
same adventure. And indeed it was a great pleasora 
to me to observe, that the war, which generally im- 
poverishes those who furnish out -the e^spence of it^ 
will by this means give estates to some withool 
making others the poorer for it. I have lately seen 
several in liveries, who will give as good of their own 
very suddenly ; and took a particular satisiaGti<»r in 
the sight of a young country-wench, whom I tha 
morning passed by as she was whirling her mop« with 
her petticoats tucked up very agreeably, wfao> if 
there is any truth in my art, is within ten montlis oC 
being the handsomest great fortune in town. I mast 
confess, I was so struck with the foresight of if hat 
she is to be, that I treated her accordingly, and said 
to her, " Pray, young lady, permit me to pass by-** 
I would for this reason advise all masters and WM^ 
tresses, to carry it with great moderation apd con* 
descension towards their servants until next Michael- 
mas, lest the superiority at that time should be in- 
verted. I must likewise admonish all my brethren 
and fellow-adventurers, to fill their minds with pnn 
per arguments for their support and consolalioaiB 
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case of ill success. It so happens in thisparticular^ 
that though the gainers will have reason to rejoice, 
the losers will have no reason to complain. I re- 
member^ the day after the t/tousand pound prize was 
drawn in the penm^-lottery, 1 went to visit a sple- 
netic acquaintance of mine, who was under much de- 
jection, anil seemed to me to have suffered some- 
great disappointment Upon inquiry, I found he 
had put two-pence for himself and his son into the 
Jottery, and that neither of them had drawn the 
Thousand Pounds. Hereupon this unlucky person 
took occasion to enumerate the misfortunes of h\% 
life, and concluded with telling me, that he never 
was successful in any of his undertakings." I was 
forced to comfort him with the common reflexion 
upon such occasions, "that men of the greatest merit 
are not always men of the greatest success, and 
that persons of his character, must not expect to be 
as happy as fools." 1 shall proceed in the like manner 
with my rivals and competitors for the thousand 
pounds a year, which we are now in pursuit of; and 
that I may give general content to the whole body 
of candidates, 1 shall allow all that draw- prizes to be 
fortunate, and all that miss them to be wise. 

I must not here omit to acknowledge, that I have 
received several letters upon this subject, but find 
one common error running through them all, which 
is, that the writers of them believe their fate in these 
cases depends upon the astrologer, and not upon the 
stars; as in the following letter from one, who, I 
fear, flatters himself with hopes of success which are 
altogether groundless, since he docs not seem to me 
so great a fool as he takes himself to be. 

" Str, 
"Coming to town, and finding my friend Mr. 
partridge dead and buried, and you the only co«» 
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jurer in repute, I am under a necessity of applyi 
myself to you for a favour, which nevertbeleat J oo 
fess it would better become a friend to ask^ than o 
who is, as I am, altogether a stranger to you ; t 
poverty, you know, is impudent; and ai that gii 
me the occasion, so that alone could give me I 
confidence to be thus importunate. 

" I am. Sir, very poor, and very desirous to 
otherwise : I have got ten pounds, which I < 
to venture in the lottery now on foot What I aes 
of you is, that by your art, you will choose i :I 
ticket for me as shall arise a hen^ sufiicient toi 
tain me. I must beg leave to inform you, that 1 1 
good for nothing, and must therefore insist upoi 
larger lot than would satisfy those who are capab 
by their own abilities, of adding something to wi 
you should assign them ; whereas I must expect 
absolute independent maintenance, because, as I sa 
I can do nothing. It is possible, after this free cc 
fession of mine, you may think 1 do not deserve 
be rich ; but I hope you will likewise observe, I c 
ill afibrd to be poor. My own opinion is, that I ] 
well qualified for an estate, and have a good title 
luck in a lottery ; but I resign myself wholly to y( 
mercy, not without hopes that you will consider, 1 
less 1 deserve, the greater the generosity in you. 
you reject me, I have agreed with an acquaintance 
mine to bury me for my ten pounds. 1 once mi 
recommend myself to your favour, and bid y 
adieu r' 

I cannot forbear publishing another letter whicl 
have received, because it redounds to my own ere 
as well as to that of a very honest footman. 

" Mr. BicKERSTAFF, Jflw. 23, ]70Q-i 

*' I am bound in justice to acquaint you, tha 

|>ut an advertisement into your last Paper mbou 
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'atch which was lost, 2^d %vas brought to me on 
lie very dsry your Paper came out, by a footman 
rho told me, that he would have brought it> if he 
ad not read your discourse of that day against 
«rarice ; but that since he had read it, he scorned 

> tak!e a reward for doing what in justice he ought 

> do. I am, Sir, 

Your most humble servant, 

John Hammond/' 



*e 
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Quern tncda stuUltia, et qtupcunque inscitia veri 
C<pcum agit, insanum Chrysippi particus, et gre» 
Autumati hac populos, lute magna formtda regeSf 

^cepto sapiente, tenet, 

HOR. 9, Sat iu. 43. 

Whom vicious passlous, or whom falsehoodi blind» 
Are by the Stoics |ie]d of the mad kinil. 
All but the wise are by this process bound> 
The subject nations, and the monarch crown'd. 

FRANCIS. 



From my own Apartment, January 25. 

HERE is a sect of ancient philosophers, who, I 
link, have left more volumes behind them, and 
lose better written, than any other of the frater- 
ties in philosophy. It was a maxim of this sect, 
at all those who do not live up to the principles of 
ason and virtue are madmen. Every one who go- 
^ms himself by these rules, is aliovt'ed the title of 
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wise, and reputed to be in his sensies: and i 
oae, in proportion as he deviates from tbem» fa 
nounced frantic and distracted. Cicero having 
sen this maxim for his theme, takes 
argue from it very agreeably with Clodias,. 
placable adversary, who had prucared 1 oi 
ment. " A city/' says he, " is an assemiNV 
guished into bodies of men, who are- in pi 
of their respective rights and privileges, c 
proper subordinations, and in all its parts one 
to the rules of law and equity/' He then repn 
the government from whence he-was banished, 
time when the consul, senate, and laws hac 
their authority, as a common-wealth of Ion 
For this reason he regards his expulsion from B 
as a man would being turned out of Bedlam,- i 
inhabitants of it should drive him out of their 
as a person unfit for their conununity. W* 
therefore to look upon every man's brain ] 
touched, however he may appear in the gc 
conduct of his life, if he has an unjustifiable 
larity in any part of his conversation' or behav 
or if he swerves from right reason, however 
mon his kind of madness may be, we shall nc 
cuse him for its being epidemical ; it being cm 
sent design to clap up ail such as have the n 
madness upon them, who are now permittea i 
about the streets for no other reason, but bei 
they do no mischief in their fits. Abundani 
imaginary great men are put in straw to bring 
to a right sense of themselves. And is it not 
gether as reasonable, that an insignificant man, 
has an immoderate opinion of his merits* a 
quite different notion of his own abilities from 
the rest of the world entertain, should hav<e the 
care taken of him, as a beggar who fancies hii 
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a duke or a prince? Or why sthould a man, who 
starves in the midst of plenty, be trusted with him- 
self^ more than he who fancies he is an emperor in 
the midst of poverty ? I have several women of quA* 
lity in my thoughts, who set so exorbitant a value 
upon themselves, that I have often most heartily 
pitied them, and wished them for their recovery, 
under the same discipline with the ptwterer^s wife* 
I find by several hints in ancient authors, that when 
the Romans were in the height of power and lux- 
ury, they assigned out of their vast dominions an 
island called Anticyra, as an habitation for madmen* 
This was the Bedlam of the Roman empire, whi-* 
ther all persons who had lost Uieir wits used to re« 
sort from all parts of the world in quest x>f them. 
Several of the Roman emperors were advised to 
repair to this island ; but most of them, instead of 
listening to such sober counsels, gave way to their 
distraction, until the people knocked them on th« 
head as despairing of their cure. In short, it wa» 
as usual for men of distempered brains to take a 
voyage to Anticyra in those dayB> as it is in ours fee 
persons who have a disorder in Uleir lungs to ga to 
Montpelier. 

The prodigious crops of hellebore with which 
this whole island abounded, did not only furnish 
them with incomparable tea, snu£^ imd Hungary 
water; but impregnated the air of the country with 
such sober and salutiferous steams, as Tery much 
comforted the heads, and refreshed the senses of all 
that breathed in it< A discarded statesman, that^ at 
his first landing appeared stark staring mad, would 
become calm in a week's time ; and, upon his return 
home, live easy and satisfied in his retirement. A 
moving lover would grow a pleasant fellow by that 
time he had rid thrice about the island; and m 
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hare-brained rake^ after a short stay m the ooinii}; 
go home again a composed, grave, worthy gcniliiMi 
I haye premised these particulars heme I'flrter 
on the main design of this paper, became I nedU 
not be thought altogether noiumai in whalt I kiit 
to say, and pass only for a projector in moraKty. I 
could quote Horace and Seneca, and wmie odbBB 
ancient writers of good repute, upon the aane o&r 
casion; and make out by their testimony, that ovr 
streets are filled with distracted peraona; flnt^Mr 
shops and taverns, private and public hoiisef^ 9mlm 
with them; and that it k very hard tomnhtffipt 
tolerable assembly without a majority of theniK wilt 
what I have already said ie^ ( hope, solSdaillQ 
justify the ensuing project, which I shall ih ^fce- 
fore give some account of without any 
preface. 



1. It is humbly proposed, that a proper 
tacle, or habitation, be forthwith erected ibralL 
such persons as, upon due trial and examimlNi^ 
shall appear to be out of their wits. 

2. That, to serve the present exigency, the ceH 
lege in Moorfields be very much extended at hoih 
ends ; and that it be converted into a square^ by 
adding three other sides to it. - ^ 

3. That nobody be admitted into these three ad? 
ditional sides, but such whose frenzy can lay ao 
claim to an apartment in that row of building whk^ 
is already erected. 

4. That the architect, physician, apothecary, 
surgeon, keepers, nursels, and porters, be all and 
each of them cracked ; provided that their frensy 
does not lie in the profession or employment to 
which they shall severally and respectively be 
assigned. 
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N. B. It • is thought fit lo gitfe the foregoing 
notice, that none may present himself here for any 
post of honour or profit, who is not duly qualified. 

5. That over all the gates of the additional 
buildings, there be figures placed in the same man- 
ner as over the entrance of the edifice already 
erected ; provided they represent such distractions 
only as are proper for those additional buildings; 
as of an envious man gnawing his own flesh ; a 
gamester pulling himself by the ears, and knocking 
his head against a marble pillar; a covetous man 
warmmg himself over a heap of gold; a coward 
flying from, his owti shadow, and the like. 

Having laid down this general scheme of my de- 
sign, I do hereby invite all persons who are willing 
to encourage so public-spirited a project, to bring 
in their contributions, as soon as possible; and to 
apprehend forthwith any politician whom they shall 
tatch raving in a coffee-house, or any free-thinker 
whom thgy shall find publishing hiij deliriums,' or 
toy other person who shall give the like manifest 
sigiis of a crazed imagination : and I do at the same 
time give this public notice to all the madmen about 
this great city, that they may return to their senses 
ivith all imaginable expedition, lest, if they should 
come into my hands, I should put them int(^ a re- 
gimen which they would not like: for if I find saiy 
One of them persist in his frantic behaviour, I will 
ihake him in a month's time as famous as eveir 
Oliver's porter was. 
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AnguHfam cmidA tents. T« lyURFCT. 

You have got an eel by t!ie tful. 

From my own Apartment, Janruify 97. 

There is no sort of company so agreeable as t 
women who have good sense without a 
and can converse with men without any pn 
sign of imposing chains and fetten. ivi 

whom I visited this evening, is one o£ t , 1 
is an invincible prejudice in favour of au.siu 
from her being a beautif&l woman; beo 
does not consider herself as such when she isihi i 
you. This afeiable temper gives a certaia 
to all her discourse, and made it very ag 
ma until we were interrupted by Lydia» a c 
who has all the. charms that can adorn a wi 
Her attractions would indeed be irresistible^ I 
she thinks them so, and is always employi 
in stratagems and conquests. When I tat 
eye upon her as she sat down, I saw she ytfu^ a 
son of that character, which, for the'furtl ii 
formation of my country correspondents^ I haa 
wanted an opportunity of explaining. Ly( m.. 
finished coquette, which is a sect among Wo n 
all others the most mischievous, and mal 
greatest havoc and disorder in society. I weiu 
the discourse I was in with Belvidera, wit! 
ing that I had observed any thing extrao lary 
Lydia: upon which, 1 immediately saw r mc 
me over as jome very iU-bred fellow; anit» i 
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a ficornful glance on my dress, give a shrug at Bel- 
Tidera. Bat, as mach as she despised me, she 
wanted my admiration, and made twenty otiers to 
bfing my eyes her way : but I reduced her to a rest- 
lessness in her seat, and impertinent playing of her 
ian, and many other motions and gestures, before I 
took the least'notice of her. At last I looked at her 
with a kind of surprise,, as if she had before been 
miobsenred by reason of an ill light where she sat 
It is not to be expressed what a sudden joy I saw 
inse in her countenance, even at the approbation of 
•och a very old fellow: but she did not long enjoy 
her triumph vnthout a rival ; for there immediately 
ottered Castabella, a lady of a quite contrary cha- 
ncter, that is to say, as eminent a prude as Lydia is 
• coquette. Belvidera gave me a glance, which 
methought intimated, that they were both curi- 
osities in their kind, and worth remarking. As soon 
ts we were again seated, I stole looks at each lad}-, 
is if I was comparing their perfections. Belvidera 
observed it, and began to lead roe into a discourse of 
them both to their nices, which is to be done easily 
enough; for oue woman is generally so intent upon 
the faults of another, that she has not reflexion 
enough to observe when her own are represented. 
*' I have taken m/ticc, Mr. Bickerstaffi" said Bel- 
videra, " that you have, in some parts of your 
writings, drawn characters of our sex, in which 
you have not, to my apprehension, been clear enough 
and distinct ; particularly in those of a Prude and a 
Coquette.^' Upon the mention of this, Lydia was 
roused with the expectation of seeing Castabella** 
picture, and Castabella, with the hopes of that of 
Lydia. " Madam,'' said I to Belvidera, •* when 
we consider nature, we shall often find very contrary 
effects flow from the same cause. The Prude and 
Coquette, as dififerent as they appear in their be- 

x2 
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haviour^ ar^ in reality the same kii of i 
The motive of action in both is Ibe : ta 
pleasing men* They are sisters of the 
sMid constitution; only one chooses a gnr 
other a light dress. The Prude appears 
tuous, the Coquette more viciousy than ahe roatiy 
The distant behaviour of the Prude tends- I 
same purpose as the advances of the Goqo 
you have as little reason to fall into despair r 
severity of the one^ as to conceive hopes 
familiarity of the other. What leads yi 
clear sense of their character is, that yo« 
serve each of them has the dictinction of we* 
her thoughts, words, and actions. You 
mention any assembly you were lately^ id, 
asks you with a rigid^ the other with a spi i 

• Pray, what men were there?' As for jt < 
must be confessed, that there are sev< 
who, like hypocrites, by long practiqe or a 
part, become sincere; or at least delude t 
into a belief that they are so.'' 

For the benefit of the society of ladie^ I 
propose one rule to them as a test of th^r ' 
I find in a very celebrated modern author^ tlwp 
great foundress of Pietists, Madam de. 
who was no less famous for the sanctity «ii,i 
than for the singularity of some of her -O] 
used to boast, that she had not only the so 
continency in herself, but that she had a|8o i 
power of communicating it to all who beheld h 
This the scoffers of those days called, *' The gift 
infrigidation," and took occasion from it to raur 1 
face, rather than admire her virtue. I would tl 
fore advise the Prude, who has a mind to know i 
integrity of her own heart, to lay her hand aerioi 
upon it, and to examine herself, whether she 
tkiucerely rejoice in such a gift of conveying c 
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rhts to all her male beholders. If she has any 
ion to the power of inspiring so great a vHrtiio, 
3¥er notion she may have of her perfection, slie 
?es her own heart, and is still in tbe state of 

T- Some perhaps will look upon the boast 
; 1 de Bourignon, as tlte utuM)st ostentation 
Eruae. 

^ou woald see the humour of a Coquette pushed 
e last excess, you may find an instance of it 
e following story; which I will set down al 
h, because it pleased me "^vhen I read it, 
^h I cannot recollect in what author. 
A young coquette widow in France harins 

followed by a Gascon of <]uality, who had 
ed among his companions of some favours 
b he had never received; to be revenged of 
sent for him oire evening, and told him, ' it 
n his power to do her a very particular service.* 
Gascon, with much profession of his readinesA 
ley her commands, begged to hear in what rnaiv* 
she designed to employ him. * You know/ 
the widow, ' my friend Belinda ; and must 
. have heard of the jealousy of that impotent 
:h her husband. Now it is absolutely IU!C(^4- 

for the carrying on a certain attair, that his 
and I should be together a whole night. What 
ve to ask of you is, to dress yourself in her 
t-cloaths, and lie by him a whole night in her 
I, that he may not miss her while the it with 

The Gascon, though of a very lively and uii* 
iking complexion, began to startle at the prot 
I. * Nay,' says the widow, ' if you have not 
;x>urage to go through what I ask of you, i 

employ somebody else that will.' • Madam,* 

the Gascon, ' I will kill him for you if you 

\e; but for lying with him! How it it pw- 

to do it without being discovered i* * If yon 

«ff3 
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do not discover yourself/ says the widow; * yt 
lie safe enough, for he is past all curiomty. 
comes in at night while she is asleep, and gbe 
in a morning before she awakes ; and is ia pai] 
nothing, so he knows she is there/ ' Madam/ 
plied the Gascon, * how can you reward mc 
passing a night with this old fellow?' The w 
answered with a laugh, * Perhaps by admittiiig 
to pass a night with one you think more agreei 
He took the hint; put on his night- deaths; and 
not been a-bed above an hour before he 
knocking at the door, and the treading of o 
approached the other side of the bed, and wo 
did not question was the good man of the hoi 
I do not know, whether the story would be b 
by telling you in this place, or at the'end of i^ 
the person who went to bed to him was our y< 
coquette widow. The Gascon was in a tei 
fright every time she moved in the 'bed, or to 
towards him; and did not fail to shrink fn 
until he had conveyed himself to the very | 
the bed. I will not dwell upon the perpiexil 
was in the whole night, which vms amni 
when he observed that it was now broad y, 
that the husband did not yet offer to get up an 
about his business. All that the Gascon had 11 
Was to keep his face turned from him, and to i 
himself aslee]), when, to his utter confusion, 
widow at last puts out her arm, and pulls the h 
her bed's head. In came her friend and tM 
three companions to whom the Gascon had bo 
of her favours. The widow jumped into a wraf 
gown, and joined with the rest in laughing al 
man of intrigue.*** 
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ATmtTtt m inmmis paucit videatur, eb quMl 
MaiAma pars hominum morbojactatur eodem, 

HOR. 2. Sat. iii. 120. 

By few, forsooth, a madman he it thought, 
for half mankind the same disease have caught. 

FRANCIS. 

From my mrn Apartment ^ January 30. 

Thire is no affection of the mind so much blended 
in human nature, and wrought into our very con- 
stitution, as Pride. It appears under a multitude of 
disguises, and breaks out in ten thousand different 
symptoms. Every one feels it in himself, and yet 
wonders to see it in his neighbour. I must confess, 
I met with an instance of it the other day, where I 
should very little have expected it. Who would 
believe the proud person I am going to speak of is a 
tohler upon Ludgate-hill f This artist being na- 
turally a lover of respect, and considering that his 
circumstances are such that no man living will give 
it bim, has contrived the figure of a beau in wood ; 
who stands before him in a bending posture, with 
his hat under his left arm, and his right-hand ex- 
tended in such a manner as to hold a thread, a 
piece of wax, or an awl, according to the particular 
service in which his master thinks fit to employ him* 
When I saw him, he held a candle in this ob- 
isequious posture. I was very well pleased with the 
€obler\s invention, tlrat had so ingeniously contrived 
^n inferior, and stood a little while contemplating 
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this inverted idolatry, wherein the image did hfh 
mage to the man. When we meet with racli • 
fantastic vanity in one of this order, it is ao wondsr 
if we may trace it through all degrees above i^ aid 
particuiarly through all the steps of greatnefls^ Wd 
easily see the absurdity of Pride, when it enters into 
the heart of a cohler; though in reality it ii alto- 
gether as ridiculous and unreasonable, wheraver il 
takes possession of an human creature. Tliere bao 
temptation to it, from the reflexion upon our beiag 
in general, or upon any comparative - perfisctioai 
whereby one man may excel another. Tlie grMar 
a man's knowledge is, the greater motive iie may 
seem to have tor Pride; but in the sanie propoitioB 
as the one rises, the other sinks, it being toe chief 
office of wisdom to discover to us our weakneaMi 
and imperfections. ..^i 

As folly is the foundation of Pride, the aatml 
superstructure of it is madness. If there waa aa 
occasion for the experiment, I would not quertioii 
to make a proud man a lunatic in three weeks kiiwi} 
provided I had it in my power to. ripen his fiaaaj; 
with proper applications. It is an admirable r^ 
flexion in Terence, where it is said of a parasitt^ 
Hie homines ex stultis facit insanoa. " This fel« 
low,'' says he, " has an art of converting Ibob iaia 
madmen/' When I was in France, the region of 
complaisance and vanity, I have often obserned* 
that a great man who has entered a levee of flatterais 
humble and temperate, has grown so insensibly 
heated by the court which was paid him on ail sidear 
that he has been quite distiacted before he conld.gel' 
into his coach. 

If we consult the collegiates of Moorfieldsv we 
shall find most of them are beholden' to their Pride 
for their introduction into that magnificent palace. 
I had, some years ago, the curiosity to io()iiira into 
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the pisuticQlar circnmstances of these whimsical 
freeholders; and kfarned from their own mouths 
the condition and character of each of them-. In<« 
cleed I founds that all I spoke to were persons of 
quality. There were at that time five duchesses^ 
three earls^ two heathen gods, an empenir, and a 
]irophet There were also a great number of such 
w were locked up from their estates, and others who 
concealed their titles. A leatherseller of Taunton 
Whispered me in the ear, that he was *' the duke 
ef Monmouth:'' but begged me not to betray hinu 
At a little distance from him sat a taylor*s wifey 
who asked me« as I went, if I had seen the sword* 
bearer? upon which I presumed to ask her, who 
the was ? and was answered, '* My Lady Mayoress." 

I was very sensibly touched with compassion to-* 
wards these miserable people; and> indeed, ex* 
tremely mortified to see human nature capable of 
being thus disfigured* However, I reaped this be- 
nefit from it, that I was resoWed to guard myself 
against a passion which makes such havoc in the 
brain, and produces so much disorder in the imagi- 
nation. For this reason I have endeavoured to keep 
down the secret swellings of resentment, and stifle 
the very first suggestions of self-esteem; to es- 
tablish my mind in tranquillity^ and over-value no- 
thing in my own or in another s possession. 

For the benefit of such whose heads are a little 
turned, though not to so great a degree as to qualify 
them for the place of which I have been now speak- 
ing, I shall assign one of the sides of the college 
which I am erecting, for the cure of this dangerous 
distemper. 

The most remarkable of the persons, whose dis* 
tnrbance arises from Pride, and whom I shall use 
all possible diligence to cure, are such as are hidden 
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ill the appearance of quite contrary habits and 
positions. Among such, I shall, in the .fink- j i^ 
take care of one who is under the - nMMit i 
species of Pride that I have observed ,in my 
experience. ..' 

This patient is a person for whom I have a giHt 
respect, as being an old courtier, and a firiciiA^ 
mine in my youth. The man has bat a banrnb* 
sistence, just enough to pay his reckooiDg wkb-v 
at the Trumpet : but by having spent the bcgmuig 
of his life in the hearing of great men, • and -peMM 
of power, he is always promising to do good offiOHb 
to introduce every man he converses with into tfN 
world; will desire one of ten times his sabataaceAa 
let him see him sometimes, and hinta to hia^thil 
he does not forget him. He answers to mitten of 
no consequence with great circnmspectioa ; bal^ 
however, maintains a general civility is hia vmdl 
and actions, and an insolent benevolence . ti all 
whom be has to do with. This he practtses^wftb* a 
grave tone and air ; and though I am hia senier by 
twelve years, and richer by forty pounds jMr ammm, 
he had yesterday the impudence to commend 'XU§ te 
my face, and tell me, " she should be always vemlf 
to encourage me.^' In a word, he is a very insigu- 
iicant fellow, but exceeding gracious* The best 
return I can make him for his favours is to- cany 
hrm myself to Bedlam, and see him well taken 
care of. 

The next person I shall provide for is of a onite 
contrary character; that has in him all the stifiness 
and insolenae of quality, without a grain of sense or 
good-nature, to make it either respected or beloTed. 
His Pride has infected every muscle of his fiice; 
and yet, after all his endeavours to show man- 
ki|id that he contemns them, he is only neglected 
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by all that see him^ as not of consequence enougb 
to be hated. 

For the cure of this particular sort of madness, 
it will be necessary to break through all forms 
with him, and familiarise his carriage by the use 
of a good cudgel. It may likewise be of great be- 
nefit to make him jump over a stick half a dozen 
times every morning. 

A third, whom I have in my eye, is a young 
fellow, whose lunacy is such, that he boasts of no* 
thing but what he ought to be ashamed of. He is 
vain of being rotten, and talks publicly of having 
committed crimes which he ought to be hanged for 
by the laws of his country. 

There are several others whose brains are hart 
with Pride, and whom I may here^Her attempt to 
recover; but shall conclude my present list with 
an old woman, who is just dropping into her 
grave, that talks of nothing hot her birth. Though 
she has not a tooth in her head, she expects 
to be valued for the blood in her veins; which 
* she fancies is much better than* that which glow^ 
in the cheeks of Belinda, aod sets half the town on 
fire* 
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Veniunt h dote sagittcp, JUV. S^ «L,ti||L 

The Dowery shot the darts. 
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Now artful Cupid takes his stand 

Upon a widow's jointure-land. 

For he in all his am'rons battles ': ■ 

]Vo 'dvautage finds like goods and dmttdt* 

HuDiBRAs» Part I. Canto IILI. Jtl^ 



I • 



From my own Apart m^, Ffbntary 1. 

This morning I received a letter from a 
hunter^ which, being better iu its kind t 
of that character usually write^ I have thoi 
commuaicate to the public. . 

/ ^ J - 

" To Isaac Bickerstaff, Esq, 

* •'»'♦. 

" Sir, 

** I take the boldness to recommend to j^oor < 
the inclosed letter, not knowing how to oi 
nicate it, but by your means, to the ] nea 
country-maid you mention with so much L«ni< 
your discourse concerning the lottery. 

" I should be ashamed to give you this 
without offering at some small requital: a ii 
therefore direct a new pair qf globes, and a i 
scope of the best maker, to be left for yoo at 
Morphew's, as a testimony of the great respect 
which I am 

Your most humble 8er?anl9 kc*^ 
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'* To Mo PS A, in Sheer-lane. 

r 

*' Fairest Unknown, Jan, 27, 1709-10. 

'' It being discovered by the stars^ that about 
three months hence you will run the hazard of beiug 
persecuted by many worthless pretenders to your 
person, unless timely pevented; I now offer my 
service for your security against the persecution tbafc 
threatens you. This is therefore to let you know, 
that I have conceived a most extraordinary passion 
for you ; and that for several days I have been per« 
petually haunted with the vision of a person I have 
never yet seen. To satisfy you that I am in my 
senses, and that I do not mistake you for any ono 
of higher rank^ I assure you, that in your daily 
employment you appear to my imagination more 
agreeable in a short scanty petticoat, than the finest 
woifnan of quality in her spreading fardingal; and 
that the dexterous twirl of your mop has more na- 
tive charms, than the studied airs of a lady's fan. 
In a word, I am captivated with your menial Quali- 
fications: the domestic virtues adorn you like at-* 
tendant Cupids; cleanliness and healthful industry 
wait on all your motions; and dust and cobwebs fly 
yiinr approach. 

"Now, to gire-you an honest account of myself, 
and that you may see my designs are honourable, I 
am an esquire of an ancient family, born to about fif- 
teen hu no red pounds a year; half of which I have 
spent in discovering myself to be a fool, and with 
^he rest I am resolved to retire with some plain ho* 
Dest partner, and study to be wiser. I had my edu- 
caftion in a laced coat, and a French dancing-school; 
and> by my travel into foreign parts, have just as 
much breeding to spare, as you may think you 
want, which I intend to exchange as fast as I can 

VOL. HI. r 
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fbr old English honesty and good sensed I vtrill i 
impose on yon by a false recommeiidation of 
person, which, to show you my sincerity, mnk 
of the handsomest, being oF a figure « vrhtt 
short; but what I want in length, I make out ii 
breadth. But, in amends for that and all other de^ 
fects, if you can like me when you see me, I shdl 
continue to you, whether I find you fair, bla^ or 
brown. 

The most constant of Loreflt^ 

This letter seems to be written by a wag, : i 
that reason I am not much concerned for v 
ception Mopsa shall think fit to give it; but ii 
lowing certainly proceeds from a poor bm i 
languishes under the most deplorable ii 
that possibly can befal a woman. A i a 
treacherously dealt with in love, may baye Teo 
to many consolations. He may gracefiilly 
through all opposition to his mistress, or es 
with bis rival ; urge his own constancy^ or 
▼ate the falsehood by which it is repaid. i 

woman that is ill-treated, has no refuge in 
but in silence and secrecy. The world is so w 
that a female heart which has been once toocl 
thought for ever blemished. The very gnmi 
case is looked upon as a reproach, and a.coiii|Na 
almost a breach of chastity. For these reasons 
see treachery and falsehood are become, as k 
male vices, and are seldom found, never i 
lodged, in the other sex. This may serve to ^ 
duce Statira's letter; which, without any 
art, has something so pathetical and mo^ 
it, that I verily believe it to be true, and «i 
fore heartily pity the inyjared creaturie that 
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'* To Isaac Bickerstaff, Esquire 

" Sir, 
*' You seem in many of your writings to be t 
man of a very compassionate temper, and well ac- 
quainted with the passion of love. This encourages 
me to apply myself to you in my present distress, 
which I i)elieve you will look upon to be very great> 
and treat with tenderness, notwithstanding it wholly 
arises from love, and that it is a woman that makes 
this confession. I am now in the twenty-third year 
of my age, and have for a great while entertained 
the addresses of a man who, I thought, loved me 
more than life. I am sure I did him; and must 
OWQ to you, not without some confusion, that I 
jbave thought on nothing else for these two long 
years, but the happy life we should lead together, 
and the means I should use to make myself still 
dearer to him. My fortune was indeed much be* 
yond his; and as I was always in the company of 
my relations, he was forced to discover his inchna* 
tions, and declare himself to me by stories of other 
persons, kind looks, and many ways, which he 
knew too well that I understood. Oh! Mr. Bidk* 
erstaff, it is impossible to tell you, how industrious 
I have been to make him appear lovely in my 
thoughts. I made it a point of conscience to thin^ 
well of him, and of no man else: but he has since 
had an estate fallen to him, and makes love to ano«> 
ther of a greater fortune than mine. I could not ' 
believe the report of this at first; but about a fort- 
night ago, I was convinced of the truth of it by his 
own behaviour. He carae to make our family ^ 
formal visit, when, as there were several in com- 
pany, and many things talked of, the discourse fell 
upon some unhappy woman, who was in my own 
circumstances. It was said by one 19 the roonij 

y2 
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that they could not believe the story could be tni^ 
because they did not believe any man ooald be » 
false. Upon which, I s»tole a look upon him with 
9n anguish not to be expressed. ELesawmyeyef 
full of tears^ yet had the cruelty to say, tbat hs 
could see no falsehood in alterations of this naturf^ 
where there had been no contracts or vows iDtMw 
changed. Pray, do not make a jest of iniaery» but 
tell me seriously your opinion of bis behawwur* 
and if you can have any pity for my conditiooj pub- 
lish this in your next paper; that beioff the Ofily 
way I have of complaining of his unkindneia^ and . 
showing him the injustice he has done me* 
1 am your humble servant. 

The unfortunate Statiia.'^. 

The name my correspondent gives benelf» poll 
tne in mind of my old reading in rocoanp^Sy ai|d 
brings into my thoughts a speech of the reiiOfrM4 
t)on Bellianis, who, upon a complaint made to.hioi 
of a discourteous knight, that had , left his hj^jand 
paramour in the same manner, dries up her tettt 
with a promise of relief. ^' Disconsols^e damidr^. 
quoth he, '' a foul disgrace it were to all right* 
worthy professors of chivalry, if such a blot tot 
knightood should pass unchastised. Give nie ta 
know the abode of this recreant lover^ and. J will 
give him as a feast to the fowls of the air, or dr^ 
bim bound before you at my horse's tail !'' 

I am not ashamed to own myself a champion tf 
distressed damsels, and would venture as fw to n* 
lieve them as Don Bellianis; for which reason, I da 
invite this lady to let me know the name of the 
traitor who has deceived ber ; and do promise* jMt 
only her, but all the fair ones of Great-Britain* 
who lie under the same calamity, to employ my 
right-hand for their redress, and serve them to m|r 
last drop of ink» 
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9. SATURDAY, FEBRUARY*, 1 709- 10. 



Jnsenio matms est el cervijc ctpsa,- 



JUV. Sat X. 120. 

His wU^s rewarded with the fatal loss 

Of hand aud head R. WYNNE. 



From my oivn Apartment, February S. 

N my paper for to-morrow was prepared for 
'ess, there came in this morning a mail from 
nd, which brought me several advices from 
;n parts, and took my thoughts off domestic 
i. Among others, I have a letter from a burgher 
msterdam, who makes me his compliments, 
ells me has sent me several draughts of hu- 
ms aud satirical pictures by the best, hands of 
>utch nation. They are a trading people, and 
ir very minds mechanics. They express their 
1 manufacture, as we do in manuscript. He 
me, that a very witty hand has lately repre- 
1 the present posture of public afiairs in a land- 
, or rather a sea-piece, wherein the potentates 
e alliance are figured as their interests cor- 
id with, or affect each other, under the appear*? 
of commanders of ships. These vessels carry 
lours of the respective nations concerned in the 
It war. The whole design seems to tend to 
aint, which is, that several squadrons of Bri- 
id Dutch ships are battering a French man of 
in order to make her deliver up a long-boat 

X 3 
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with Spanish colours. My correspondent informi 
me, that a man must understand the conipass po^ 
fectly well, to be able to comprehend the beauty and 
invention of this piece ; which is so skilfully drawib 
that the particular views of every prince ia Enropt 
are seen according as the ships lie to themaia figun 
in the picture, ana as their figure may help or retiid 
their sailing. It seems this curiosity is now on bond 
a ship bound for England, and, with other raritie% 
made a present to me. As soon a$ it arrives^ I de> 
sign to expose it to public view at my secretary llr> 
Lillie's, who shalLhave an explication of all the teim 
of art; and I doubt not but it will give as good GO|i- 
tent as the moving picture in Fleet-street. 

But, above all the honours I have receiTod ftopi 
the learned world abroad, I am most delighted with 
the following epistle from Rome. 

". Pasquin of Rome to Isaac Bicksrstaff, of 

Great-Britain, Greeting. 

" Sir, 
" Your reputation has passed the Alps, and woaU 
have come to my ears by this time, if I had any. 
In short. Sir, you are looked upon here as a northon 
droll, and the greatest virtuoso among the TramoB- 
taue<;. Some indeed say, that Mr. Bickerstaffawl 
Pasquin are only names invented to father composi- 
tions which the natural parent does not care for ovra* 
ing. But, however that is, all agree, that there are 
several persons, who, if they durst attack you, would 
endeavour to leave you no more limbs than I hate. 
I need not tell 3'ou that my adversaries have joiaod 
io a confederacy with Time to demolish me;,aBd 
that, it' 1 were not a very great wit, I should make 
the vvonbt figure in Europe, being abridged of my 
legs, arms, nose, and ears. If you think fit to aoosfit 
of the correspondence of so facetious a cripple, I shall 
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from time to time send yoa an account of what hap* 
pens at Rome. You have only heard of it from La* 
tin and Greek authors; nay, perhaps, have read no 
accounts from hence, but of a triumph, ovation, or 
upafk^ms, and will, doubtless, be surprised to see 
^e description of a procession, jubilee, or canoni* 
tation. I shall, however, send you what the place 
afifords, in return to what I shall receive from you. 
If you will acquaint me with your next promotion of 
general officers, I will send you an account of our 
next advancement of saints. If you will let me know 
who is reckoned the bravest warrior in Great-Britain, 
I will tell you who is the best fidler in Rome. If 
you will favour me with an inventory of the riches 
that were brought into your nation by admiral Wa<» 
ger, I will not fail giving you an account of a pot of 
medals that has been lately dug up here, and are npw 
under the examination of our ministers of state. 

*' There is one thing, in which I desire you would 
be very particular. What I mean is an exact list of 
all the religions in Great- Britain, as likewise the ha- 
bits, which are said here to be the great points of 
conscience in England ; whether they are made of 
Serge or broad-cloth, of silk or linen. I should be 
glad to see a model of the most conscientious dress 
among you, and desire you will send me a hat of 
each religion ; as likewise, if it be not too much 
trouble, a cravat. It would also be very acceptable 
here to receive an account of those two religious or* 
ders, which are lately sprung up amongst you, the 
Whigs ^nd the Tories, with the points of doctrine, 
ifeverities in discipline, penances, mortifications, and 
good work, by which they differ one from another. 
It would be no less kind, if you would explain to us 
a word, vvhich they do not understand even at our 
English monastery. Toasts, and let us know whether 
the ladies so called are nuns or lay-sisters^ In return. 
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1 will send you the secret histofy of seTeral cudinlib 
which I have by me in manuscript, with th« g^llMr 
tries, amours, politics, and intrigues, by whuSfath^ 
made their way to the holy purple* 

" But, when I propose a correspoDdenoe^ I tmA 
not tell you what I intend to advise yoo of benifkeb 
and neglect to give you what I have at preaent. Tte 
pope has been sick for this fortnight of .ai violart 
tooth-ache, which has very much raised the FMA 
faction, and put the Conclave into a gretl fimpCfBt 
Every one of the pretenders to the succession w g iu m 
twenty years older than he was a fortnight aga Euh 
candidate tries who shall cough and stoop most; Sw 
these are at present the great gifts, that reoommend 
to the apostolical seat ; which he stands the faiKft 
for, who is likely to resign it the soonesL I havt 
known the time, when it used to rain Lotas tTon oa 
such occasions; but, whatever is the matter, ihcra 
are very few of them to be seen, at present, at Rome; 
insomuch, that it is thought a man might purchtie 
infallibility at a very reasonable rate. It is never- 
theless hoped, that his holiness may recover, aad 
bury these his imaginary successors. 

" There has lately been found an human toolh ia 

a catacomb, which has engaged a couple of coDventi 

in a law-suit; each of them pretending, that it be* 

longed to the jaw-bone of a saint, who was of tbeiff 

order. The college have sat upon it thrice; and I fiad 

there is a disposition among them to take it ootef 

the possession of both the contending partiei^ by rat* 

son of a speech which was made by one of the car* 

dinals, who, by reason of its being found oat of the 

company of any other bones, asserted, thai it^mudit 

be one of the teeth, which was coughed out by JBaM$ 

an old woman whose loss is recorded in MartiaL 

" I have nothing remarkable to communicate to 
you of state afikirs, excepting only, that the Pbja 
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ately received an horse from the Cknn&n am- 
or, as an acknowledgement for the kingdom of 
which is a fief of the church. His nolioess 
BQ this horse from the Germans ever since the 
t of Anjou has been possessed of Spain ; hot as 
lately took care to accompany it with a body of 
Hisand more, they have at last overcome hit 
ss's modesty, and prevailed upon him to accept 
resent I am. Sir, 
^* Your most obedient, humble servant. 



9€ 



p. S. Marforio is very much yours.** 



30. TUESDAY, FEBRUARY?, 1709.10, 



'Tamen me 



Cum magnis vixisse invito fatebitur usque 

Invidia HOR. %, Sat. i. 75, 

Spite of herself ev^n Envy must confess* 
That I the friendship of the. great possess. 

FRANCIS. 



Sheer-lane, February 6* . 

ID some of the most polite Latin authors, wha. 
e at a time when Rome was in its glory, speak, 
a certain noble vanity of the brightness and 
idor of the age in which they lived. Pliny ofteiir 
>liments his emperor Trajan upon this head;- 
when he would animate him. to any thing greats 
issuade him from any thing that was improper^. 
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be insinuates, that it is befitting or Bobecomii 

claritas et nitor seculi, that period of t 

was made illustrious by his reigns When 

our eyes back on the history of maDkittd> 

them through their several successions tor «h 

original, we sometimes see them break 

great and memorable actions, and towe n 

the utmost heights of virtue and knowled|c«>, 4 

perhaps^ if we carry our observations to 

tance, we see them sunk into sloth and 

and altogether lost in darkness and obscurity. 

times the whole species is asleep for two or 

fenerations, and then a^ain awakens iato 1 
ourishes in heroes, philosophers, and pw , 
do honour to human nature, and leave such 
of glory behind them, as distinguish they« 
which they acted their part, nom the o; 
course of time. - . 

Methinks a man cannot, without a "et J 

faction, consider the glory of the pt c 1 
will shine as bright as any other in ihe ' 1 

mankind. It is still big with great eveotsf* waa 
already produced changes and revolutions^ v 1 

will be as much admired by posterity, as any 
have happened in " the days of our fatherSj or 
old times before them.*' We have seen kii 
divided and united, monarchs erected and 
fiations transferred from one sovereign to aaotlMr; 
conquerors raised to such a greatness, as has givM 
a terror to Europe, and thrown down by sadi a Mb 
as has moved their pity. ■ ^ ' 

But it is still a more pleasing view to an EDglU' 
man, to see his own country give the chief inflnhMV 
to so illustrious an age, and stand in the strongest 
point of light amidst the diffused glory that sar» 
rounds it. 
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If we begin with learned men, we may observe, to 
^e honour of our countrv« that those who make the 
^atest figure in most arts and sciences, are univer- 
lally allowed to be of the British nation; and what if 

>re remarkable, that men of the greatest learning, 

I among the men of the greatest quality. 

A nation may indeed abound with persons of such 
uncommon parts and worth, as may make them ra« 
iher a misfortune than a blessing to the public. 
Those, who singly might have been of infinite ad- 

tage to the age they live in, may, by rising up 

ether in the same crisis of time, and by inter<< 
fering in their pursuits of honour, rather interrupt, 
than promote the service of their country. Of this 
Kre have a famous instance in the republic of Rome^ 
Nrhen Caesar, Pompey, Cato, Cicero, and Brutus^ 
mdeavoured to recommend themselves at the sam^ 
:ime to the admiration of their contemporaries* 
Vlankind was not able to provide for so many ex- 
raordinary persons at once, or find out posts suitable 
o their ambition and abilities. For this reasoa 
hey were all as miserable in their deaths, as they 
vere famous in their lives, and o<:casioned not only' 
he ruin of each other, but also that of the common* 
vealth. 

It is therefore a particular happiness to a people^ 
vhen the men of superior genius and character ar« 
o justly disposed in the high places of honour, thai 
»ch ot them moves in a sphere which is proper to 

m, and requires those particular qualities in which 
le excels. 

If I see a general commanding the forces of his 
xrantry, whose victories are not to be paralleled ia 
tory, and who is as famous for his negociations as 
lis victories'*^ ; and at the ssune time seethe manage* 

* The duke of MaciborougK commaiideT in diicf «^ bcr At»» 
e»ty*8 forces. 
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ment of a nation's treasury in the hands of oi 
has always distinguished himself hy a g) 
tempt of his own private wealth, And an 
gality of that which belongs to the public^; i 
not but think a people under such an m 
may promise themselves conquests abroaa* aou 
at home. If I were to wish for a pro| 
preside over the public councils^ it shi 
be one as much admired for his uniYen i 
ledge of men and things, as for his eloq ncc, «d 
rage, and integrity, in the exerting of il eii 
dinary talents f. ^ ■• • 

. Who is not pleased to see a person id 1 
est slatioQ in the law, who was the mosii 
in his profession, and the most accompli^b 
tor at the bar{? Or at the head of tbe 
commander, under whose conduct the con i 
received such a blow, as he has liever 
to recover §? 

• Were we to form to ourselveck the idea i^ -^ 
whom we should think proper to go^ n. 
kingdom, consisting chiefly of those w a 
us in religion, and are influenced by lo i p 
tics; would it not be such a one, as had si 
himself by an uniform and unshaken sseal i 
Protestant interest, and by his dexterity in < 
the skill and artifice of its enemies II? In i, 
we find a great man popular for his honesty i 

i * Sidney lord Godolphin was then lord lugh^MMiiNr 
England. 

t The great lord Somers was at this time lord jpfeiidail 
the council. 

X LGrd-chaneellor Cowper is liere alluded to.. , ' " 

:t § Edward Russel, earl of Orford, first lord •commtaiQiiar 
llie Admiralty. 

y Thomas earl of Wharton had recently been bono i w 
thetitie-ofloTd-Ucutcnaat of Ireland; Addison was! on 
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nity, as well as famed for his learning and great 
Kill in all the languages of Europe; or a person 
tminent for those qualifications^ which make men 

ne in public assemblies^ or for tbat steadiness^ 

stancy, and good sense, which carry a man to the 
lesired point through all the opposition of tumult 
md prejudice^ we have the happiness to behold them 

ill posts suitable to their characters, 
ch a constellation of grea^ persons, if I may so 

aK, while they shine out in their own distinct 
rapacities, reflect a lustre upon each other, but in a 
norc particular manner on their sovereign, who has 
placed them in those proper situations, by which 
their virtues become so beneficial to all her subjects. 
[t is the anniversary of the birth-day of this glorious 
[jueen, which naturally led me into this field of con- 
templation, and, instead of joining in the public ex- 
altations that are made on such occasions, to enter- 
tain my thoughts with the more serious pleasure of 
ruminating upon the glories of her reign. 

While I behold her surrounded with triumphs, 
and adorned with all the prosperity and success which 
heaven ever shed on a mortal, and still considering 
herself as such; though the person appears to me 
exceeding great, that has these just honours paid to 
her; yet I must confess, she appears much greater 
io that she receives them with such a glorious hu- 
mility, and shows she has no further regard for them, 
than as they arise from these great events, which 
have made her subjects happy. For my own part, 
I must confess, when I see private virtues in so high 
a degree of perfection, I am not astonished at any 
extraordinary success that attends them, but look 
upon public triumphs as the natural consequences of 
religious retirements, 

YOU uu z 
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Advertisement. 

'' Finding some persons have mistaken Paiquuiy 
who was mentioned in my last, for one who Jus 
heen pilloried at Rome, I must here adverUae then^ 
that it is only a maimed statue so called, on .wbkh 
the private scandal of that city is generally paitad. 
Marforio is a person of the same quality^ who ii 
usually made to answer whatever it pobliafaed by 
the other; the wits of thilt place, like too many of 
our own country, taking pleasure in settinff innocBBt 
people together by the ears. The mentioning of 
this person, who is a great wit, and a great crippk^ 
put me in mind of Mr. Estcourt, who is under the 
•ame circumstances.* He was formerly my apotiw- 
cary, and being at present disabled by the goqt aad 
atone, I must recommend him to the poblie M 
Thui^ay next; that admirable play of Ben Jeih 
son's, called The Silent Woman, being appointad 
to be acted for his benefit. It would be mdecxnt fa 
me to appear twice in a season at these hidicroat 
diversions; but as I always give my mofi and BJ 
maid one day in the year^ I shall allow them thi^ 
and am promised by Mr. Estcourt, my ingeniow 
apothecary, that they shall have a place kitfi§0 
them in the first row of the middle gallery*** 
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Scelus ut jugulare Falemum, 

Ei dare Campano fxica tena mero. IVIART. L 19* 

How great the crime, bow flagrant the abuse ! 
T' adukerate generous wiue with noxious juifc. 

R. WYNNE. 

Sheer-lane, February 8. 

There is in this city a certain fraternity of chemical 
operators, who work under ground in holes, cayern^, 
and dark retirements, to conceal their mysteries from 
the eyes and observation of mankind. These sub- 
terraneous philosophers are daily employed in the 
transmutation of liquors, and, by the power of raa* 
gical drugs and incantations, raising under the streets 
of London the choicest products ot the hills and YaU 
leys of France. They can squeeze Bourdeaux out 
of the sloe, and draw Champagne from an apple. 
Virgil, in that remarkable prophecy, 

Incultisque rubens pendebit sentibtu uva. 

VIRG. Eel. It. M. 

« 

The ripening grape shall hang on every thorn, 

teems to have hinted at this art, which 'can turn a 
plantation of northern hedges into a vineyard. These 
adepts are known among one another by the name 
of wine- brewers ; and, I am afraid, do great injury, 
not only to her majesty's customs, but to the bodies 
of many of her good subjects. 



.1 
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HaTing received sundry cdmplaints \ 
invisible workmen, I ordered the pro] i 
my court to ferret them out of their ciivc 

and bring them before me, which was yes 
executed accordingly. ■ i ; . ■ . : 

The person, who appeared against thenif mi a 
merchant, who had by him u great maga»M of 
wines, thathe^bad laid in before the war: bfrtfben 
gentlemen, as'^he said, had so vitiated Jkbe Mtioi'f 
palate, that no man could believe his to be Fmck 
because it did not taste like what they sold ftw joeh- 
As a man never pleads better than wberai hit.MB 
personal interest is concerned, he exhibited io^^tht 
court, with great eloquence, " Tha| this new catpm^ 
tion of druggfsts had inflamed the bills of moitiililyi 
and puzzled the college of. physicians with diiipiiMb 
for. which they neither knew a name at curew JS(t 
accused some of giving all the customers colics m1 
megrims; and mentioned one who had boMtod'-'hi 
had a tun of claret by him, that in a fortoigbtfi tiiw 
should give the gout to a dozen of the . healtUeM 
men in the city, provided that their coDStittiliqiil 
were prepared for it by wealth and idleness* He tlNii 
enlarged, with a great show of reason, upon tiib pl^ 
judice which these mixtures and compositions had 
done to the brains of the English nation ; as ia too 
visible, said he, from many late pamphlets, speedier 
and sermons, as well as from the ordinary conv en a 
tions of the youth of this age. He then quoted an 
ingenious person, who would undertake ta'knoir 
by a roan's writings the wine he most delighted in; 
and on that occasion named a certain satins^ whofn 
he had discovered to be the author of a lampooi^ by 
a manifest taste of the sloe, which showed itelf in i^ 
by much roughness, and little spirit. 

In the last place, he ascrib^ to the unnatoral to- 
mults and fermentations which these mixtoras nise 
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in our blood, the divisions, heats> and animosities> 
that reign among us; and, in particular, asserted 
most of the modern enthusiasms and agitations to be 
nothing else but the effects of aduherated Port. 

The counsel for the Brewers had a face so ex- 
tremely inflamed, and illuminated with carbuncles, 
that I did not wonder to see him an advocate for 
these sophistications. His rhetoric was likewise 
such as I should have expected from the common 
draught, which I found he often drank to a great 
excess. Indeed, I was so surprised at his figure and 
parts, that I ordered him to give me a taste of his 
usual liquor; which I had no sooner drunk, but I 
found a pimple rising in my forehead; and felt such 
a sensible decay in my understanding, that I would 
not proceed in the trial until the fume of it was en- 
tirely dissipated. 

This notable advocate had little to say in the de- 
fence of his clients, but that they were under a neces- 
sity of making claret, if they would keep open their 
doors; it being the nature of mankind to love every 
thing that is prohibited. He further pretended to 
reiason, that it might be as profitable to the nation 
to make French wine as French hats ; and concluded 
Tvith the great advantage that this practice had al- 
ready brought to part of the kingdom. Upon which 
he informed the court, that the lands in Hereford* 
shire were raised two years purchase since the begin- 
ning of the war. 

> When I had sent out my summons to these peo- 
ple, I gave, at the same time, orders to each of them 
to bring the several ingredients lie made use of in 
distinct phials, which they had done accordingly, 
and ranged them into two rows on each side of the 
court. The workmen were drawn up in ranks be- 
hind them. The merchant informed me, " That in 
one row of phials were the several colours they dealt 

z3 
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in* and in the other, the tastes/' He thea showed 

me, on the right-hand, one who went by the mmt 

of Tom I'intoret, who, as he told me, '' was the 

greatest master in his colouring of any vintner is 

London/' To give me a proof of his art, he took a 

glass of fair water ; and, by the infusion of tfarefi 

drops out of one of his phials, converted it ibto<s 

most beautiful pale Burgundy. Two more of tbt 

saine kind heightened it into a perfect Langnedoc: 

from thence it passed into a florid Hermitage: and 

after having gone through two or three other 

changes, by the addition of a single drop, ended in a 

very deep Pontac. This ingenious virtuoso, seeing 

me very much surprised at his art, told me, that ho 

had not an opportunity of showing it in perfectioo, 

having only made use of water for the groond-woric of 

his colouring: but that, if I were to.see an opersp 

tion upon liquors of stronger bodies, the art would 

appear to a much greater advantage. He added, that 

he doubted not but it would please my cariosity to 

see the cyder of one apple take only a vermilion^ 

when another^ with a less quantity of the same ia*^ 

fusion, would rise into a dark purple, according to 

the different texture of parts in the liquor. He in* 

formed me also, that he could hit the difierent 

shades and degrees of red, as they appear in tbs 

pink and the rose, the clove and the carnatioo, as hs 

had Rhenish or Moselle, Perry or White Port, to 

work in. 

I was so satisfied with the ingenuity of this vir- 
tuoso, that, afler having advised him to quit so dis- 
honest a profession, I promised him, in consideratioB 
of his great genius, to recommend him as a partner 
to a friend of mine, who has heaped up great richeib 
and is a scarlet-dyer. * 

The artists on my other hand were ordered, in the 
second place, to make some experiments of thrir 
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dkill before me: npon vrhich the famous Harry 
Sippet stepped out, and asked me, ** what I would 
be pleased to drink?" At the same time he filled out 
three or four white liquors in a glass, and told me, 
** That it should be what I pleased to call for;'* 
luiding very learnedly, "That the liquor before him 
was as the naked substance, or first matter of his 
compound, to which he and his friend, who stood 
over-against him, could give what accidents or form 
they pleased." Finding him so great a philosopher^ 
I desired he would convey into it the qualities and 
essence of right Bourdeaux. '* Coming, coming. 
Sir," said he, with the air of a drawer; and, after 
having cast his eye on the several tastes and flavours 
that stood before him, he took up a little cruet, that 
was filled with a kind of inky juice, and pouring 
some of it out into the glass of white wine, presented 
it to me ; and told* iiie, ** This was the wine over 
which most of the business of the last Term had 
been dispatched." I must confess, I looked upon 
that sooty drug, which he held up in his cruet, as 
the quintessence of English Bourdeaux; and there- 
fore desired him to give me a glass of it by itself^ 
which he did with great unwillingness. My cat at 
that time sat by me upon the elbow of my chair; and 
as I did not care for making the experiment upon 
myself, I reached it to her to sip of it, which had 
like to have cost her her life; for, notwithstanding 
it flung her at first into freakish tricks, quite con- 
trary to her usual gravity, in less than a quarter of 
an hour she fell into convulsions; and, had it not 
been a creature more tenacious of life than any pthei^ 
would certainly have died under the operation. 

I was so incensed by the tortures of my innocent 
domestic, and the unworthy dealings of these men, 
that I told them, if each of them had as many lives 
as the injured creature before thern^ they deserved 
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to forfeit them for the pernicious arts which diqf 
used for their profit I therefore bid them look npua 
themselves as no better than as a kind of ananiiis 
and murderers within the law. Howeyer, since thejr 
had dealt so clearly with me, and laid befiire ttie 
their whole practice^ I dismissed them for thai tiaM^ 
with a particular request, that they would aot poiMM 
any of my friends and acquaintance, and take to 
some honest livelihood without loss of time. 

For my own part, I have resolved hereafter to be 
very careful in my liquors ; and have agfeed with a 
friend of mine in the army, upon their next 
to secure me two hogsheads of the best stomac p 
in the cellars of Versailles, for the good of my Uk* 
cubrations, and the comfort of my old age* 
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Habeo tenectuti magnam gratiam, que mjihi urmonu acitfl 
avait, pothonit et cibi sv^tuUt, TULL. d0 



Sou 



I am much beholden to old age» which lias increased my < 
. lor conversation, in proportion as it has lessened mj a|»peliat 
of hunger and thirst. 



Sheer'lane, February 10; ' 

After having applied my mind with more tliaft 
ordinary attention to my studies^ it is my utual cv- 
tom to relax and unbend it in the conversatioD of 
such, as are rather easy than shining coitfpaaioiiik 
1 his I find particularly necessary for me befine i 
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LO rest, in order to draw my slumbers upon 
degrees, and fall asleep insensibly. This is 
ticular use I make of a set of heavy honest 
with whom I have passed many hours with 
indolence, though not with great pleasure, 
conversation is a kind of preparative for sleep; 
s the mind down from its abstractions, leads 
the familiar traces of thought, and lulls it into 
ite of tranquillity, which is the condition of a 
ig man, when he is but half awake. After 
ly reader will not be surprised to hear the ac- 
which I am about to give of a club of my 
ontemporaries, among whom I pass two or 
lours every evening. This I look upon, as 
my first nap before I go to bed. The truth 
, 1 should think myself unjust to posterity, as 
s to the society at the Trumpet^, of which I 
aember, did not I in some part of my writings 
1 account of the persons among whom I have 
almost a sixth part of my time for these last 
^ears. Our club consisted originally of fifteen ; 
artly by the severity of the law in arbitrary 
and partly by the natural effects of old age, 
! at present reduced to a third part of |hat 
r: in which, however, we have this con- 
n, that the best company is said to consist 
persons. I must confess, besides the afore* 
>ned benefit which I meet with in the con versa- 
' this select society, I am not the less pleased 
le company, in that I find myself the greatest 
long them, and am heard as their oracle in all 
of learning and difficulty. 
Jeoffery Notch, who is the oldest of the club, 
en in possession of the right-hand chair time 
mind, and is the only man among us that has 

* A public-house in Shire-lane. 
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:the liberty of stirriDg the fire. This odr fisn 
a geDtleman of an ancient family^ that i 
great estate some years before he had discrecv 
run it out in hounds^ horses^ and cock-fight 
which reason he looks upon, himself as ; 
.worthy gentleman^ who has had xnisfortai jb 
world, and calls every thriving man a pitifui.i 

Major Matchlock is the next senior, W 
in the last civil wars^ and has all the battles on 
He does not think any action in Europe wo 
ing of since the fight of Marston^Moor; ai 
night tells us of his having been knockeo 
horse at the rising of the London apprenU 
which he is in great esteem amons^ us. 

Honest old Dick Reptile is the third of oai 
He is a good-natured indolent man^ who spei 
himself, but laughs at our jokes; and br 
young nephew along with him, a youth of < 
years old, to show him good company, and ea«v 
a taste of the world. This young fellow i 
rally silent ; but whenever he opens his m< 
laughs at any thing that passes, he is constat f 
by his uncle, after a jocular manner, *' Ay, av«» 
you young men think us fools^ but we i 
know you are.** 

The greatest wit of our company, next to 
Is a Bencher of the neighbouring Inn, f 
youth frequented the ordinaries about Channg 
and pretends to have been intimate witH Jack < 
He has about ten distichs of Hudibras with* r. 
and never leaves the club until he has appliea 
all. If any modern wit be mentioned, or any 
frolic spoken of, he shakes his head at the 
of the present age, and tells us a story of Jack ^ 

For my own part, I am esteemed among d 
because they see I am something respected by o 
though at the same time I understand by t ir 
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baTiour, that I am consiclered by them ts a man of 
a great deal of learning, but no knowledge of the 
VGHpfd; insomuch, that the Major sometimes, in the 
lleight of his military pride> calls me tlie Philosopher ; 
tiid Sir Jeoffery, no longer ago than last night, upon 
a dispute what day of the month it was then in Hol« 
bod, pulled his pipe out of his mouth, and cried, 
" What does the scholar say to it ?'' 

Our club meets precisely at six a clock in thg 
evening; but I did not come last night until half an 
hour after seven, by which mq^ns I escaped the bat- 
tle of Naseby, which the MJ.jor usually begins at 
4bout three quarters after six: I found also, that 
lay good friend the Bencher had already spent three 
)f his distichs; and only waited an opportunity to 
liear a sermon spoken of, that he might introduce the 
:x)uplet where " a stick'' rhimes to ecclesiastic." 
^t my entrance into the room, they were naming 
^ red petticoat and a cloak, by which I found that 
;he Bencher had been diverting them with a story 
>f Jack Ogle. 

I had no sooner taken my seat, but Sir Jeoffery, 
to show his good will towards me, gave me a pipe 
of his own tobacco, and stirred up the fire. I look 
Upon it as a point of morality, to be obliged by those, 
who endeavour to oblige me ; and therefore in re-)^ 
quital for his kindness, and to set the conversation 
a-going, I took the best occasion I could to put him 
opon telling us the story of old Gantlett, which he 
always does with very particular concern. He traced 
ftp his descent on both sides for several generations, 
describing his diet and manner of life, with his seve- 
ral battles, and particularly that in which he fell. 
This Gantlett was a game cock, upon whose head 
the knight, in his youth, had won five hundred 
pounds^ and lost two thousand. This naturally set 
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the Major upon the account of Edge-hill flght» 
ended, in a duel of Jack Ogle's. 

Old Reptile was extremely attentive to all 
was said, though it was the same he had heard efei 
night for these twenty years, and upon all oec 
winked upon his nephew to mind what passed.' 

This may suffice to give the world' a taste of i 
innocent conversation, which we spun out until abo 
ten of the clock, when my maid came with a Ui 
tern to light me home. I could not but reflect wil 
myself, as I was going out, upon the talkative 1 
mour of old men, and the little figure which to 
part of life makes in one who cannot emplov I 
natural propensity in discourses which woukl I 
him venerable. I must own, it makes me very 
lancholy in company, when I hear a young^man o 
gin a story; and have often observed, that one of 
quarter of an hour long in a man of five-and-twent 
gathers circumstances every time he tells it, until 
grows into a long Canterbury, tale of two hoars I 
that time he is threescore. 

The only way of avoiding such a trifling and f 
volous old age is, to lay up in our way to it such si 
ries of knowledge and observation, as may make 
useful and agreeable in our declining yean. T 
mind of man in a long life will become a niagaii 
of wisdom or folly, ana will consequently dischai 
itself in something impertinent or improvinff. I 
which reason, as there is nothing more ridicuV 
than an old trifling story-teller, so there is nothi 
more venerable, than one who has turned his < 
perience to the entertainment and advantage 
mankind. 

In short, we, who are in the last stage of li 
and are apt to indulge ourselves in talk, ought 
consider, if what we speak be worth being bea 
and endeavour to make our discourse like that 
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stor, which Homer compares to the flowing of 

ey for its sweetness. 

1 am afraid I shall be thought guilty of this excess 

lam speaking of, when 1 cannot conclude without 

yingr that Milton certainly thought of this pa»- 

e in Homer, when, in his description of an elo- 

at spirit, he says, . 

f* pis tongue droppM manna.** 
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Ditm tacent, clamant, TULL. 

Their Silence pleads aloud. 

Sheer 'lane, February 13. 

LENCE is sometimes more significant and sublime, 
tian the most noble and most expressive eloquence, 
nd is on many occasions the indication of a great 
[lind. Several authors have treated of Silence, as 
. part of duty and discretion; but none of them 
lave considered it in this light. Homer compares 
he noise and clamour of the Trojans advancing to- 
i^ards the enemy, to the cackling of cranes, when 
hey invade an army of pigmies. On the contrary, 
le makes his countrymen and favourites, the Greeks, 
nove forward in a regular and determined march, 
ind in the depth of Silence. I 6nd in the accounts, 
vhich are given us of some of the more Eastern 
latioits, where the inhabitants are disposed by their 

XOU III. 2 A 
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constitutions and climate to higher id 

thought, and more elevated rapturen tl w rr 
feel in the Northern regions of the wo ^ 
Silence is a religious exercise among them, 
when their public devotions are in the gre 
▼our, and their hearts lifted up as high ir 
can raise them, there are certain tospt 
sound and motion for a time, in which the m n 
left to itself, and supposed to swell with' such 
conceptions, as are too big for utterance, i osn 
myself been wonderfully delighted with a muter- 
piece of music, when, in the very tumult and fa^ 
ment of their harmony, all the voic^ and initnh 
ments have stopped short on a sudden ; and aftar • 
little pause recovered themselves again as' it wim 
and renewed the concert in all its parts. Thta short 
interval of Silence has had more music in ity thss 
any the same space of time before or after it. Theis 
are two instances of Silence in the two greatest poeti 
that ever wrote, which have somethings in thein si 
sublime, as any of the speeches in their whole 
works. The first is that of Ajax, in the eleveatk 
book of the Odyssey. Ulysses, who had been the 
rival of this great man in his life, as wejl 9B thtOB^ 
casion of his death, upon meeting his shade in ihv 
region of departed heroes, makes his submisnoa t» 
him with an humility next to adoration, which the 
Qther passes over with dumb, sullen majesty, anl 
such a Silence, as, to use the words of LongimMb 
had more greatness in it than any thing he codd 
have spoken. 

The next instance I shall mention is in Virgil 
where the poet doubtless imitates this Silence of 
Ajax in that of Dido ; though I do not know thst 
any of his commentators have taken notice of it 
iEneas, finding among the shades of despairing 
lovers, the ghost of her who had lately died for hinif 
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jv'tth the wound still fresh upon her^ addresses him- 
self to her with expanded arms, floods of tears^ and 
the most passionate professions of his own innocence, 
18 to what had happened; all which Dido receives 
tvith the dignity and disdain of a resenting lover and 
in injured queen; and is so far from vouchsafing 
turn an answer, that she does not give him a single 
look. The poet represents her as turning away ner 
face from him while he spoke to her; and, after 
laving kept her eyes some time upon the ground, as 
Mie that heard and contemned his protestations, 
lying from him into the grove of myrtle, and into 
^he arms of another, whose fidelity had deserved 
tier love***". 

I have often thought our writers of tragedy have 
3een very defective in this particular, and that they 
night have given great beauty to their works, by 
:ertain stops and pauses in the representation of such 
lassions as it is not in the power of language to ex- 
>ress. There is something like this in the last act 
>f " Venice Preserved," where Pierre is brought to 
m infamous execution, and begs of his friend, as a 
"eparation for past injuries, and the only favour he 
;duld do him, to rescue him from the ignominy of 
he wheel by stabbing him. As he is going to make 
his dreadful request, he is not able to communicate 
t; but withdraws his face from his friend's ear, 
md bursts into tears. The melancholy Silence that 
bllows hereupon, and continues until he has re- 
covered himself enough to reveal his mind to his 
Viend, raises in the spectators a grief that is in- 
expressible, and an idea of such acomplicated distress 
n the actor, as words cannot utter. It would look 
m ridiculous to many readers, to give rules and di« 

^ Sichsus. 
2 a2 
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rections for proper Silences, as iWr " i . 

Whisper:" but it is certain, that in the I 

of most passions, particularly 8urprise» m ^ L 

astonishment, nay, rage itself, there m oo 
more graceful than to see the play stand atill i ^ 
few moments, and the audience nxed in an 
able suspense, during the Silence of a 
actor. 

But Silence never shows itself to so great M ^ir 
▼antage, as when it is made the reply to cakMJ 
and defamation, provided that we give no jnt oc- 
casion for tbem. We might produce an ejEampfa of 
it in the behaviour of one, in whom: it appeared ii 
all its majesty, and one, whose Silence, aai^W 
his person, viras altogether divine* When oM eoa* 
siders this subject only in its sublimity, thiigrol 
instance could not but occur to me; and since loolf 
make use of it to show the highest example of it, 1 
hope I do not offend in it. To forbear replying to 
an unjust reproach, and overlook it with a generom^ 
or, if possible, with an entire neglect of it, is one of 
the most heroic acts of a great mind: and I liinit 
confess, when I reflect upon the behaviour of sons 
of the greatest men in antiquity, I do not so moch 
admire them, that they deserved the praise of the 
whole age they lived in, as because they Gontemned 
the envy and detraction of it. 

All that is incumbent on a man of worth* who 
suffers under so ill a treatment, is to lie by for some 
time in silence and obscurity, until the prejudice of 
the times be over, and his reputation cleared. I 
have often read, with a great deal of pleasure, a 
legacy of the famous lord 13acon, one of the greatest 
geniuses that our own or any country has produced* 
After having bequeathed his soul, body, and estate, 
in the usual form, he adds, " My name and me* 
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mory I leave to foreign nations, and to my country- 
men after some time be passed over." 

At the same time that I recommend this philo- 
sophy to others, I must con/ess, I am so poor a pro- 
ficient in it myself, that if in the course of my Lu- 
cubrations it happens, as it has done more than 
onte, that my paper is duller than in conscience it 
ought to be, I think the time an age until I have an 
opportunity of putting out another, and growing 
famous again for two days. 

I must not close my discourse upon Silence, with- 
out informing my reader, that I have by me an ela- 
borate treatise on the Aposiopesis, called an Bt c<z* 
tcra ; it being a figure much used by some learned 
authors, and particularly by the great Littleton, who, 
as my lord chief justice Coke observes, had a most 
admirable talent at an i^c. 

Advertisement. 

To oblige the pretty fellows, and my fair readers, 
I have thought fit to insert the whole passage above 
mentioned relating to Dido, as it is translated by 
Mr. Dryden*. 

Not far from thence, tlie moumfal fields appear : 
So call'd from lovers that inhabit there. 
The souls, whom that unhappy flame invades. 
In secret solitude, and myrtle shades, 
Make endless moans ; and, pining with desire, 
Lament too late their unextinguiah'd fire. 
Here Procris, Kriph^le here, he found 
Baring her breast, yet bleeding with the wound 
Made by her son. He saw Pasiphae there, 
With Phaedra's ghost, a foul incestuoui pair; . 
There Laodamia with Evadne moves : 
Unhappy both ; but loyal in their loves. 
Cooneus, a woman once, and once a man $ 
iUut ending in the sex she first began. 

* Ma»id, book vi. 46* 
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Not far from these Plisniciaii Dido stood ; 
Fresh from her wound, her bosom bath'd in Uood: 
Whom when the Trojan hero hardly knew. 
Obscure in shades, and with a doubtful view* 
(Doubtful as he w1m> runs thro* dusky night* 
Or thinks he sees the moon's uncertain light,) 
With tears he first approached the sullen shade. 
And, as his love inspirM him, thus he said : 

U^iappy queen ! then is the common breath 
Of rumour true, in your reported death ? 
And I, alas ! the cause ! by Heav^ I tow. 
And all the Powers that rule the realms beknr» 
Unwiiling I fwsook your friendlv state ! 
Commanded by the gods, and forced bT-fale; 
Those gods, that fate, whose unresisted mi|^t 
Have sent me to these regions void of light. 
Through the vast empire of Vernal lught. 
Nor dar'd I to presume, that, pressed with grieC 
My fiight should urge you to this dire reUe£ 
Stay, stay your steps, and listen to my vows; 
Tis the last interview that fate allows! 
In vain he thus attempts her mind to move. 
With tears and prayers, and late repenting love. 
Disdainfully she look'd ; then turning round. 
But fix'd her eyes unmov'd upon the ground : 
And what he says, and swears, regards no more 
Than the deaf rocks, when the loud billowi roar ; 
But whirPd away, to shun his hateful sight. 
Hid in the forest, and the shades of night: 
Then sought Sichseus through the shad v gnnre. 
Who antfwer'd all lier cares, and equaU'd oU her lorcu 
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Quis ialiafando 

Mifrmidonunij 1) dopumvc, aut duri miles Ulyssei, 
Tenipet'Ct a lucnjnm? VIRG. -^n. 11. 8. 

Such woes 

Not even the hardest of our foes could hear. 

Nor stern Uljsses tell witJiout a tear. DRYDEN. 



Sheer-lane, February 15. 

WAS awakened very early this morning by the 
stant crowing of a cock, which 1 thought had the 
lest pipe I ever heard. He seemed to me to strain 
s voice more than ordinary, as if he designed to 
ake himself heard to the remotest corner of this 
ne. Having entertained myself a little before I 
ent to bed with a discourse on the transmigration 

* men into other animals, I could not but fancy 
at this was the soul of some drowsy bell-man who 
5ed to sleep upon his post, for which he was con- 
imned to do penance in feathers, and distinguish 
e several watches of the night under the outside 
■ .u cock. While I was ihinking of the condition 

* this poor bell -man in masquerade, I heard a great 
locking at my door, and was soon after told by my 
aid, that my worthy friend the tall black gentle- 
an, who frequents the coffee-houses hereabouts, 
3slred to speak with me. This ancient Pythago-' 
an, who has as much honesty as any man living, 
Jt good nature to an excess, brought me the fol- 
vving petition ; which I am apt to believe he 
iiined himself, the petitioner not being able to ex« 
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Sress his mind on paper under his present taoB, 
owever famous he might have been for writing 
verses when he was in his original shapes 

" To Isaac Bickerstaff^ Esquire^ Censor of 

Great-Britain. 

" The humble petition of Job Chanticleer in bfr 
half of himself, and many other poor soibmsiii 
the same condition, 

"Sho,veth, "rkSfftJstssr 

*' That whereas your petitioner is truly descended 
of the ancient family of the Chanticleers, at Cock* 
hall, near Rumford, in Essex, it has been his nut* 
fortune to come into the mercenary hands of a cer- 
tain ill-disposed person, commonly called ah blglcr» 
who, under the close confinement of a pannier, fall 
conveyed him and many others up to Londcm^ bit 
hearing by chance of your worship's great hamanitj 
towards Robin-red-breasts and Tom-tits, he ib cbh 
boldened to beseech you to take his deplorable-coB- 
dition into your tender consideration, who other* 
wise must suffer, with many thousands more ^s is* 
nocent as himself, that inhuman barbarity, of .t 
Shrove- Tuesday persecution''^. We humbly hopi^ 
that our courage and vigilance may plead for as 4b 
this occasion. •' 

" Your poor petitioner most earnestly implom 
your immediate protection from the insolence of ibe 
rabble, the batteries of cat-sticks, and a painful 
lingering death. 

And your Petitioner, &c.' 

Upon delivery of this petition, the worthy 'gen- 
tleman, who presented it, told me the customs of 

* The original date of this paper is " From Tuesday Feb. 14 > 
t« Thursdaj FcU 16, 1709." 



$t 
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ny wise nations of the East, through which be 
lad travelled ; that nothing was more frequent than 
o see a dervise lay out a whole year's income in the 
edemption of larks or linnets, that had unhappily 
alien into the hands of bird-catchers; that it was 
ilso usual to run between a dog and a bull to keep 
hem from hurting one another, or to lose the use 
>f a limb in parting a couple of furious mastiff, 
ie then insisted upon the ingratitude and disinge- 
\uity* of treating in this manner a necessary and 
lomestic animal, that has made the whole bouse 
Leep good hours, and called up the cook-maid for 
ive years together. *' What would a Turkf say," 
lontinued he, '' should he hear, that it is a common 
entertainment in a nation, which pretends to be 
►ne of the most civilised of Europe, to tie an inno- 
cent animal to a stake, and put him to an ignomi- 
lious death, who has perhaps been the guardian 
ind proveditor of a poor family, as long as he was 
ible to get eggs for his mistress ?" 

I thought what this gentleman said was very rea- 
enable ; and have often wondered, that we do not 
ay aside a custom, which makes us appear bar* 
>arous to nations much more rude and unpolished 
han ourselves. Some French writers have re pre- 
ented this diversion of the common people n!uch to 
►ur disadvantage, and imputed it to natural fierce- 
less and cruelty of temper; as they do some other 
intertainments peculiar to our nation: I mean those 
ilegant diversions of bull-baiting and prize-fighting, 
irith the like ingenious recreations of the bear- 
garden. I wish I knew how to answer this reproach 
yhich is cast upon us, and excuse the death of so 

* Dmngenuousnesi. 

t Tlie word Tark is used here to signify a savage, or a bar* 
arioTh 



274 TATLER. M^t34. 

many innocent cocks, bulls, dogs, and bean^ ks 
have been set together by the eara, or died votii^df 
deaths, only to make us sport. 

It will be said, that these are the entertaiBneili 
of common people. It is true; but they aralfe 
entertainments of no other common people. .Be- 
sides, I am afraid, there is a tincture of the ^ Mat 
savage spirit in the diversions of those at higher 
rank, and more refined relish. Rapin ob8erre% tkit 
the English theatre very much delights in blooddM^ 
which he likewise represents as an indtcatioo oletr 
tempers. I must own, there is somethmg fttj 
horrid in the public executions of an ^English lr»> 
gedy. Stabbing and poisoning, which are p•^ 
formed behind the scenes in other nations^ most bi 
done openly among us, to gratify the audience. 

When poor Sandford was upon the stage, I bm 
eeen him groaning upon a wheel, stuck with dag- 
gers, impaled alive, calling his executioners, with t 
dying voice, ''cruel dogs and villains !'' and all tkii 
to please his judicious spectators, who were wonder- 
fully delighted with seeing a man in torment so wcU 
dieted. The truth of it is, the politeness of Mr 
English stage, in regard to decorum, is very eztea- 
ordinary. We act murders, to show our intnpi- 
dity; and adulteries, to show our gallantry: faodi 
of them are frequent in our most taking piay4» with 
this difference only, that the former are done in the 
sight of the audience, and the latter wroughl np to 
such an height upon the stage, that they are almost 
put in execution before the actors can get behind 
the scenes. 

I would not have it thought, that there is joek 
ground for those consequences which our enemiei 
draw against us from these practices ; but methinki 
one would be sorry for any manner of occasioB fer 
su£h misrepresentations of us. The virtues of taa- 
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less, compassion, and humanity, arc those by 
iich men are distinguished from brutes, as mu<;n 
I by reason itself; and it would be the greatest re- 
roach to a nation, to distinguish itself from all 
thcrs by any defect in these particular virtue^ For 
bich reasons, 1 hope that my dear countrymen 
no longer expose themselves by an efl^sion of 
wod, whether it be of theatrical heroes, cocks, or 
ny other innocent animals^ which we are not 
Miged to slaughter for our safety,^ convenience, or 
Mirishment. When any of tme ends are not 
jrved in the destruction of a living creature, I can- 
it but pronounce it a great piece of cruelty, if not 
kind of murder. 
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tod in hoc erro, quod animos hondnum immortales ei$e credam, K* 
benter erro ; nee tnihi hunc erraremt qu0 detector, dwn vivo, ex* 
torqueri volo : sin. moriutu, ut quidam minuti philosophi oejuentg 
nihil sentiam ; rum vereor, ne hunc errorem meum moitui phUo- 
Mophi irrideant. CICERO, De Seuect cap. ult. £d, VerbafgiL 
Vol. X. p. 375». 

Bnt if I err ii\ believing tbst the souls of men are iamortal, 
1 willingly err ; nor wbile I live would I wish to have this de- 
lightful error e:xtorted from me: and if after death I shall feel 
notliing, as some minute philosophers think, I am not afraid 
lest dead philosophers sboultl laugh at roe for the error." 

SJieer-lane, January !?• 

vERAL letters, whiqh I have lately received, give 
3 information, that some well-disposed person^ 
ve tfiken. offence at niy using ih<i word Free- 
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thinker as a term of reproach. To > 
this matter in a clear lights 1 mast aec !. 
one can have a greater veneration than mysi 
Free-thinkers of antiquity ; who acted the i 
in those times, as the great men of the Rero 
did in several nations of Europe, hy ezertlDe 
selves against the idolatry and snperi m 

times in which they lived. It was hy tnw nob 
pulse that Socrates and his disciples^ ts |r^l r 
the philosophers of note in Greece, and Cicero. 
neca, with all the learned men of Rome, endft^ 
to enlighten their contemporaries ami< the 
and ignorance in which the world w J 
buried. • • - 

The great points, which these Free-thinkeie < 
deavoured to establish and inculcate into the 
of men, were the formation of the univene^ IIib 
superintendency of Providence, the perfection of 
Divine Nature, the immortality of the soul, i 
future state of rewards and punishments. T 
complied with the religion of their country, ai n 
as possible, in such particulars as did not coni 
and pervert these great and fundamental doctri 
mankind. On the contrary, the persons who 
set up for Free-thinkers, are such as endeavc ^ of 
a little trash of words and sophistry, to weaken asld 
destroy those very principles, for the yindicatioB fl( 
which, freedom of thought at first beeame Jwidabid 
and heroic. These apostates from reason and good 
sense can look at the glorious frame of nature^ with- 
out paying an adoration to Him that raised it; can 
consider the great revolutions in the universe, with? 
out lifting up their minds to that superior Pbwcr 
which hath the direction of it; can presume to cen- 
sure the Deity in his ways towards men; can level 
mai)kind with the beasts that perish; can extin^ 
guish in their own minds all the pleasing boM of | 
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uture state, and lull themselves into a stupid se-f 
jurity against the terrors of it. If one were to take 
ihe word priestcraft out of the mouths of these shal- 
ow monsters, they would be immediately struck 
lumb. It is by the help of this single term that they 
indeavour to disappoint the good works of the most 
earned and venerable order of men, and harden the 
learts of the ignorant against the very light of na- 
iure, and the common received notions of mankind. 
We ought not to treat such miscreants as these 
ipon the foot of fair disputants ; but to pour out 
contempt upon them, and speak of them with scorn 
ind infamy, as the pests of society, the revilers of 
laman nature, and the blasphemers of a Being, 
vhom a good man would rather die than hear dis- 

noured. Cicero, after having mentioned the 
p-eat heroes of knowledge that recommended this 
livine doctrine of the immortality of the soul, calls 
ihose small pretenders to wisdom, who declared 
ip^ainst it, certain minute philosophers, using a di- 

mutive even of the word little, to express the 
lespicable opinion he had of them. The contempt 
lie throws upon them in another passage, is yet 
more remarkable ;' where, to show the mean 
thoughts he entertains of them, he declares *' he 
s¥Ould rather be in the wrong with Plato, than in 
the right with such company." There is indeed no- 
thing in the world so ridiculous as one of these grave 
philosophical Free-thinkers, that hath neither pas- 
sions nor appetites to gratify, no heats of bloud, 
nor vigour of constitution, that can turn his systems 
of infidelity to his advantage, or raise pleasures out 
of them which are inconsistent with the belief of an 
hereafter. One that has neither wit, gallantry, 
mirth, or youth, to indulge by these notions, but 
jnly a poor, joyless, uncomfortable vanity of dis-» 
tinguishing himself from the rest of mankind, is rab 

VOL, III. 2 it 
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ther to be regarded as a mischievous Itmati^ tktf t 
mistaken philosopher. A chaste infidel^ ft spwi* 
lative libertine, is an animal that I should nH be» 
lieve to be in nature, did I not sometimeti mewl wilk 
this species of men, that plead for the ifldalfpenei 
of their passions in the midst of a severe sMisii 
life, and talk against the immortality of the SQii 
over a dish of coffee. 

I would fain ask a minute philosopher, v 1 

he proposes to mankind by the publish or mi 
doctrines ? Will they make a man a betcc . 
or father of a family ; a more endearing- 1 
friend, or son ? Will they enlarge his public 
vate virtues, or correct any of Ins frailties or »» 
What is there either joyful or glorious in sw 
nions? do they either refresh or en :e i 
thoughts ? do they contribute to the hap] 
raise the dignity, of human nature ? The oniy j 9, 
that I have ever heard pretended to, is, tl n 
banish terrors, and set the mind at ease. Bav ^ 
terrors do they banish ? It is certain, if there 
any strength in their arguments, they w< 1 ] 
great disturbance to minds that are inflt \ vr 
virtue, honour, and morality, and take fri 
only comforts and supports of afflicti<Hi, mv 
and old age. The minds, therefore, whieh ti 
at ease, are only those of impenitent crimi 
malefactors, and which, to the good of i i 
should be in perpetual terror and alarm. 

I must confess, nothing is more usual than Art 
free-thinker, in proportion as the insolence of scip 
ticism is abated in him by years and knowledgi^ or 
humbled and beaten down by sorrow or sickiiesi^ to 
reconcile himself to the general conceptions of ne* 
sonable creatures; so that we frequently see the 
apostates turning from their revolt towards tlw ead 
of their lives^ aad employing the refuae of 
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parts in promoting those truths which they had be- 
fore endeavoured to invalidate. 

The Mstory of a gentleman in France is very well 
known, who was so zealous a promoter of infidelity, 
tbat he had got together a select company of dis- 
ciples; and travelled into all parts of the kingdom to 
make converts. In the midst of his fantastical suc- 
cess he fell sick^ and was reclaimed to such a sense 
-of his condition, that after he had passed some time 
in great agonies and horrors of mind, he begged 
those who had the care of burying him, to dress his 
body in the habit of a capuchin, that the devil might 
not run away with it ; and, to do further justice 
npon himself, desired them to tie an halter about 
his neck, as a mark of that ignominious punishment, 
which, in his own thoughts, he had so justly de- 
-served. 

I would not have persecution so far disgraced,' as 
to wish these vermin might be animadverted on by 
-any legal penalties; though I think it would be 
highly reasonable, that those few of them who die 
in the professions of their infidelity, should have 
such tokens of infamy fixed upon them, as might 
distinguish those bodies which are given up by the 
owners to oblivion and putrefaction, from those 
which rest in hope, and shall rise in glory. But at 
the same time that I am against doing them the ho- 
nour of the notice of our laws, which ought not to 
{Suppose there are such criminals in being, I have 
often wondered, how they can be tolerated in any 
mixed conversations, while they are venting these 
absurd opinions ; and should think,^ that if, on any 
such occasions, half a dozen of the most robust 
Christians in the company would lead one of these 
gentlemen to a pump, or convey him into a blanket, 
they would do very good service both to church and 
•tate. I do not know how th« laws stand in this 

2b9 
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particular^ but I hope, whatever knocks* 1 
thumps, Alight be given with such aa h ■» 
tention, would liot be construed as a br yf 

peace. I dare say they would not be : 
the person who receives them ; for whaiei 
fools may say in the vanity of their hearts^ up 
too wise to risk their lives upon the niicei 
their opinions. 

When I was a young man about this town^.Jt 
quented the ordinary of the Black-hone in HoHmm^ 
where the person that usually presided at tbe>.libb 
was a rough old-fashioned gentleman, who, ftopoid- 
ing to the customs of those times, had boaii iki 
Major and Preacher of a regiment It happ Ba ri 
one day that a noisy young officer, bred in Fianitb 
was venting some new-fangled notions,, and.spodc- 
ing, in the gaiety of his humour, against tl^O-dji- 
pensations of Providence. The Major, at- fin^ 
only desired him to talk more respectfully of one fiv 
whom all the company had an honour ; but find- 
ing him run on in his extravagance, begant to repri- 
mand him after a more serious manner. " Young 
man/' said he, '^do not abuse your Benefactor 
whilst you are eating his bread. Consider whose ak 
you breathe, whose presence you are in, and who it 
is that gave you the power of that very speciphy 
which you make use of to his dishonour/' The 
young fellow, who thought to turn matters into s 
jest, asked him, '' if he was going to preach V* .bat 
at the same time desired him "to take care what he 
said when he spoke to a man of honour. '^ "A man 
of honour ! " says the Major; " thou art an infidel 
and a blasphemer, and I shall use thee as such.'' 
In short, the quarrel ran so high, that the Miyor 
was desired to walk out. Upon their coming ii|ts 
the garden, the old fellow advised his antBigQini8t.lo 
consider the place into which one pass might .drift 
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lim; butj finding him grow upon him to a degree 
scurriHty, as believing the advice proceeded nom 
ear; *' S^rrah^'^ savs he, f if a thunderbolt does 
lot strike thee dead before I come at thee, I shall 
(Ot fail to' chastise thee for thy profaneness to thy 
iker, and thy sauciness to his servant.'' Upon 
Qis he drew his sword, and cried out with a loud 
oice, " The sword of the Lord and of iGideon!" 
rhich so terrified his antagonist, that he was im- 
ately disarmed, and thrown upon his knees. 
a inis posture he begged his life; but the Major 
ifused to grant it, before he had asked pardon for 
is ofience in a short extemporary prayer, which the . 
Id gentleman dictated to him upon the spot, and 
hich his proselyte repeated after him in the pre- 
ince of the whole ordinary, that were npw ||[a- 
lered about him in the garden. 
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Deprenii mUerum est: Fabio veljudice vincam, 

HOR. 1. Sat. II. ver. uH. 

To be siu-prisM, is, sure'a wtetclied talc. 

And for the truth to Fabios I appeal. FRANCIS. ; 

r 

White's Chocolate-house, February it, - 
The History op Tom VarKish. ' \ ' \ 

■ » fit ', • ■ 

iCKVbiR I have a professed jiifi^jfiipn to, 16)ig b^ 
ngs of stories^ I will g^i^ J^bis at onqe, by 

luig you, that there dwellf j:^r ;the Boyat lE!aL-> 
gf as happy a couple s^Sidver entered ii\tb iji^^ 

2b3 ' 
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lock. These live in that mutual confic nf 

other> which renders the satis^tiona oi 
even greater than those of friendship, ttoa 
wife and husband the dearest appellatioiu of 
life. Mr. Balance is a merchant of gOM 
sideration, and understands the world> not 
culation^ but practice. His wife is the dtn[ k 
an honest house^ ever bred in a family ^way; 
has, from a natural good understanding, : gi 
innocence, a freedom which men of sense ^ m 

be the certain sign of virtue, and fools w be 

an encouragement to vice. 

Tom Varnish, a young gentleman of the Middo- 
Temple, by the bounty of a good father^ wlloini 
80 obliging as to die, and leave him, in Us twoflrtj- 
fourth year, besides a good estate, a large mb 
which lay in the hands of Mr. Balance, had by lltf 
means an intimacy at his house ; and being mm of 
those hard students who read plays for the improfe- 
ment in the law, took his rules of life from thence. 
Upon mature deliberation, he conceived it TOy 
proper, that he, as a man of wit and pleasure of A 
town, should have an intrigue with hU'merdimit 
wife. He no sooner thought of this adyentnre, bit 
he began it by an amorous epistle to the lady« randt 
faithful promise to wait upon her at a certain hour 
the next evening, when he knew her hasband was 
to be absent. 

The letter was no sooner received, bnt it wss 
communicated to the husband, and produced oo 
other eiiect in him, than that he joined with hii 
wife to rai;$e all the mirth they could out of this ian- 
tastical piece of gallantry. They were so little con- 
cerned at this dangerous man of mode, iihat they 
plotted ways to perplex him without hurting Imtt. 
Varnish comes exactly at this hour; and the lady's 
well-acted confusion at his entrance gaye him op- 
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portunity to repeat some couplets very fit for the 
occasion with very much grace and spirit. Ills the- 
atrical manner of making love was interrupted by 
an alarm of the husband's coming; and the wife, in 
a personated terror, beseeched him, " if he had any 
▼alue for the honour of a woman that loved him, he 
would jump out of the window." He did so, and 
fell upon feather-beds placed on purpose to receive 
him. 

It is not to be conceived how great the joy of an 
amorous man is, when he has suffered for his 
mistress, and is never the worse for it. Varnish the 
next day writ a most elegant billet, wherein he said 
all that imagination could form upon the occasion. 
He violently protested, " going out of the window 
was no way terrible, but as it was going from her;'* 
with several other kind expressions, which pro- 
cured him a second assi'gnation. Upon his second 
visit, he was conveyed by a faithful maid into her 
bed-chamber, and left there to expect the arrival of 
her mistress. But the wench, according to her in- 
structions, ran in again to him, and locked the door 
after her to keep out her master. She had just time 
enough to convey the lover into a chest before she 
admitted the husband and his wife into the room. 

You may be sure that trunk was absolutely neces- 
sary to be opened ; but upon her husband's ordering 
it, she assured him, "she had taken all the care 
imaginable in packing up the things with her own 
hands, and he might send the trunk abroad as soon 
as he thought fit." The easy husband believed hi» 
wife, and the good couple went to bed; Varnish 
having the happiness to pass the night in his mis- 
tress's bed - chamber without molestation. The 
morning arose, but our lover was not well situated 
to observe her blushes ; so that all we know of his 
sentiments on this occasion is^ that he heard Balance 
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ask for the key« and say> " he would' 1 

with this chest, and have it opened before | 

tain of the ship, for the greater safety of ao n 

a lading/' 

The goods were hoisted away; and Mr. | 

marching by his chest with great care and on i 

omitted nothing that might givt his paj « i 

plexity. But, to consummate all, he den 
chest, with strict charge, in case they were in.i - 
ger of being taken, to throw it overbdardj fdit 
were letters in it, the matter of which might DC 
great service to the enemy." 

N. B. It is not thought adviseable to procaod fin^ 

, ther in this account; Mr. Vaiiiish being jwl le- 

turned from his travels, and willing to €<Hioeal -die 

occasion of his first applying himself to the hl^ 

guages. 

Sl Jameses Coffee-house, February QO. 

This day came in a mail from Holland, with a 
confirmation of our late advices, that a treaty of 
peace would very suddenly be set on foot, and that 
yachts were appointed by the States to convey the 
ministers of France from Moerdyke to Gertrtiydaip 
burgh, which is appointed for the place wheraio 
this important negociation is to be transacted^ It is 
said, this affair has been in agitation ever* since tht 
close of the last campaign ; Mons. Pettecum having 
been appointed to receive from tin!ie to time the 
overtures of the enemy. During the whole winter, 
the ministers of France have used their utmoit ikiU ' 
in forming such answers as might amuse the Alliei^ 
in hopes of a favourable event, either in the.Nortli^ 
or some other part of Europe, which mig^t sftc^ 
some part of the alliance too nearly to leave it in •' 
capacity of adhering firmly to the interest of die 
whole. In all this transaction, the French long*! 
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bwn name has been as little made use of as pos- 
sible : but the season of the year advancing too ifaat 
to admit of much longer delays in the present con- 
dition of France, Mons. Torcv, in the name of the 




the 37 th.^ 

Sheer- lane, February 20. 

I have been earnestly solicited for a further term 
for wearing the fardingal, by several of the fair sex, 
but more especially by the following petitioners. 

*' The humble petition of Deborah Hark, Sarah 
Threadpaper, and Rachabl Thimble, spinsters, 
and single women, commonly called waiting- 
maids, in behalf of themselves and their sister- 
hood, 

" Showeth, 

" That your worship has been pleased to order 
euid command, that no person or persons shall pre- 
sume to wear quilted petticoats on forfeiture of the 
said petticoats, or penalty of wearing ruffs, after 
the seventeenth instant now expired. 

'' That your petitioners have, time out of mind, 
been entitled to wear their ladies cloaths, or to sell 
the same. 

'* That the sale of the said cloaths is spoiled by 
your worship's said prohibition. 

" Your petitioners therefore most humbly pray, 
that your worship will please to allow, that all gen- 
tlewomen's gentlewomen may be allovired to wear the 
said dress, or to repair the loss of such a perquisite 
in such manner as your worship shall think fit. 

And your petitioners, &c.'' 



^88 rkriMfL 

9 

I do allow the allegations of thu 
jost; and forbid all persons, bat the | i 
*^those who shall purchase tbem« to we 
* garment after the date hereof. 
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Tir centum UHiat ore Dea, Ereb6mfiiip 
Tergemindmque Hecaten 

He thrice invokes th' infernal pow^ prafi^qiMt 
Of Erebus and Chaos ; thrice he cidJt 

On Hecate^s triple form * 

-R. WYNKE 

' .1 

Sheer-lane, February 22*- ' : 

Dick Reptile and I sat this evening latar'tliaiiiliB 
rest of the club ; and as some men are better ooii- 
pany when only with one friend, others wh^tlM 
is a larger number, I found Dick to be of tiia'lbr* 
tner kind. He was bewailing to me, 'in Tery JMl 
terms, the oiiences which he frequently mot wA 
in the abuse of speech; some use ten times noB 
words than they need ; some put m words ^pm 
foreign to their purpose ; and others adoni their dit* 
courses with oaths and blasphemies, by wiy sf 
tropes and figures. What my good friend started 
dwelt upon me after I came home this eyening^ tai 
led me into an inquiry with myself. Whence diorid 
arise such strange excrescences in discourse? when* 



N» 137. TATLEIL 387 

$fi \t must be obvious to all reasonable beings, l^aj^ 
tbe sooner a man speaks his mind, the more com- 
plaisant he is to the man with whom he talks : buV. 
upon mature deliberation, I am come to this re- 
solution, that for one man who speaks to be under* 
stood, there are ten who talk only to be admired. 

The ancient Greeks had little independent syU, 
tables called expletives, which they brought lata 
their discourses both in verse and prose, for no other 
purpose but for the better grace and sound of their 
sentences and periods. I know no example but' 
Uiis, which can authorise the use of more word* 
than are necessary. But whether it be from this 
freedom taken by that wise nation, or however it 
arises, Dick Reptile hit upon a very just and com- 
mon cause of offence in the generality of .people of 
all orders. We have one here in our lane, who 
speaks nothing without quoting an authority ; for it 
is always with him, so and so, *' as the man said.'^ 
He asked me this morning,' how I did, " bls tho 
man said }*' and hoped I would come now and then 
to see him, '* as the man said." I am acquainted 
with another, who never delivers himself upofl 
any subject, but he cries^ '' he only speaks his 
poor judgement; this is his humble opinion; as for 
his part, if he might presume to ofier any thing on 
that subject.'' — But of all the persons who add ele- 
l^ces and superfluities to their discourses, those 
^ho deserve the foremost rank are the swearers; 
and the lump of these may, I think, be^ very aptly 
divided into the common distinction of High and 
ImOW. Dulness and barrenness of thought is the 
original of it in both these sects, and they differ only 
in constitution : The Loto is generally aphlegmatic, 
and the High a choleric coxcomb. The man of 
phlegm is sensible of the emptiness of his discourse, 
and will tell you, that, " rfackias/' such a things 
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n true: or if you warm him a little, 
into passion, and cry, <^ Odsbodikins, 'yi 
say right/' But the High afifects a sabli i 
ness/ and invokes " hell and damnat ■- 
breaking of a glass, or the slowness of a < a 

I was the other day trudging al<ttig Fleec-^ 
ibot, and an old army-friend came up 
We were both going towards W i ; 

finding the streets were so crowdea* we 
not keep together, we resolved to clao ior*a 
This gentleman I knew to be the first of 
of the choleric. I must confess, were 
crime in it, nothing could be more diver 
the impertinence of the High juror : lor > 
there is remedy or not against what 
still he is to show he is offended; anu ua 
sure, not omit to be magnificently passkii of' 

falling on all things in his way. We were 
by a train of coaches at Temple-bar.- •• y% 
devil !" says ray companion, " cannot you drive 

coachman? D n you all, for a set of i 

whores; you will stop here to be paid by 
There is not such a set of confounded d< 
coachmen,' unhanged ! But these rascally i 
'Ounds, why should not there be a tax <o 
these dogs widen their gates? Oh! but t 
hounds move at last.'* " Ay," said I, *•.! 
you would make them whip on, if once they 

you/' " No/* says he, " but would it noiirMi 

man to the devil, to pay for being carried iloirer 
than he can walk ? Look'ye! there is for ever 4 itop 
at this hole by St. Clement's church. 'Blood* yoQ 

dog! Hark'ye, sirrah! Why, and be d— — d 

to you, do not you drive over that fellow?— —Thmi- 
der, furies, and damnation! I will cut your ean 

off, you fellow before there ComehklMrj yoq 

dog you, and let me wring your neck round yMr 
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>ulders." We had a repetition of the same elo- 
quence at the Cockpit, and the turning into Palace- 
yard. 

r|Th|$ gave me a perfect image of the insignificancy 
oitfie creatures who practise this enormity; and 
made me conclude, that it is ever want of sense 
makes a man guilty in this kind. It was excellently 
well said, '< That this folly had 'no temptation to ex- 
case it, no man being born of a swearing con- 
stitution.'' In a word, a few rumbling words and 
consonants clapped together without any sense, will 
make an accomplished swearer. It is needless to 
dwell long upon this blustering impertinence^ which 
is already banished out of the society of well-bred 
men, and can be useful only to bullies and ill tragic 
tvr iters, who would have sound and noise pass for 

courage and sens^. , 

^. i 

St. Jameses Coffise-house, February 22. 

There arrived a messenger last night from Har- 
wich, who left that place just as the duke of Marl-, 
borough was going on board. The character of 
this important general going out by the command of 
his queen, and at the request of his country, puts 
me in mind of that noble figure which Shakspeare. 
gives Harry the Fifth upon his expedition against 
France. The poet wishes for abilities to represent 
80 great an hero : 

Oh for a Muso of fire ! 

Then should the warlike Harry, like himself. 

Assume the |K>it of Mars, aud at his heel, 

Leash'd in, like hounds, should fainiue, sword, and fire. 

Crouch for employments. 

A conqueror drawn like the god of battle, with 
such a dreadful leash of hell-hounds at his com- 
VOL. ui. 2.Q 
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mand^ maked a picture of atf nrach nuycfty 
terror, as 19 to be met with in any poet. 

Shakspeare understood the force of this particvltf 
allegory so well; that he had it iu hJM il^wiglMB ii 
another passage, which is altogetJker at* A$jm%ui 
ftublime as the former. What I mean. 14 jn thi 
tragedy of Julius Caesar, where Antony^ afte^^v- 
Irig foretold the bloodshed and destruction ^.tbt 
should be brought upon the earth by the death of tUt 
great man, to fill up the horror of 1^8 deecriplioi^ 
adds the following verses: 

And Caesar's spirit, ranging fbriWenge, 
With Ate by his ade, come hot from Hdl» 
Sb^l in these confines, with a n^murdft voic^ 
Cry havoc ; and let slip the dogs of war. « 

I do not question but these quotations wilt caD to 
mind, in my readers of learning and taste, tint in^ 
ginary person described by Virgil with tho same 
spirit. He mentions it upon the occasion of a peace 
which was restored to the Roman empire; and 
which we may now hope for from the departure of 
that great man, who has given occasion to these 
reflexions. The temple of Janus, says hoj shdl 
be shut, and in the midst of it military Fory shaD 
sit upon a pile of broken arms, loaded with an hofr' 
dred chains, bellowing with madness, and grindisf 
his teeth in blood. 

Ctatidentur belli porttp, Furor impiutintut 
Strva sedens super arma, et centum vinctus 
Post tergum nodis, fremit horridus ore cr%setUo» 

VIRG.JEn.L8M 

Janus himself before his fane shall wait. 
And keep the dreadful issues of his gahj. 
With bolts and iron bars. Within remaini' 
Imprisoned Fury bound in brazen chfuns; 
High on the trophy rais'd of useless amis. 
He nits, and threats the world with vwn wk 

OAYPJESr. 
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Advertisements, 

The tickets which were delivered out for the 
benefit of Signior Nicolini Grinaaldi on the twenty- 
fourth instant, will be taken on Thursday the second 
of March, his benefit being deferred until that day. 

N. B. In all operas for the future, where it 
thunders and lightens in proper time and in tone, 
the matter of the said lightning is to be of the 
finest rosin ; and for the sake of harmony, the same 
which is used to the best Cremona fiddles. 

Note also, that the. true perfumed, lightning is 
only prepared and sold by Mr. Charles Lillie^ at th« 
corner of Beauforti-buildings. 

The lady who has chosen Mr. Bickerstafi* for 
her Valentine, and is at a loss what to present him 
with, is desired to make him, with her own hands^ 
;i warm night-cap. . . 



N' 131. SATURDAY, HB. 25, 1709.10, 



^cretosque pios, his dantemjura Catonem, 

VIRG. ^N. Vm. 670^ 

Apart from thfse, the happy souls he draws. 
And Cato's pious ghost dispcii2>ing laws. 

DRYDEN. 



Sheer-lane, Ftbruaty 24. 

It is an argument of a clear and worthy spirit in t 
man to be able to disengage himself from the opi- 
nions of ethers, so far as not to let the deference 

$ c ^ 
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due to the sense of mankind ensnare him to aA 
against the dictates of his own reason. Bat tbe ge« 
nerality of the world are so far irom walking by uf 
such maxim, that it is almost a standing role to M 
as others do, or be ridiculous. I have heard niyoM 
friend Mr. Hart speak it as an observation UMflf 
the players, ''that it is impossible to act with gim 
except the actor has forgot that he is before anvi* 
dience.*' Until he is arrived at that, his metifl^ 
his air^ his every step and gesture, has aontefehlngil 
them which discovers he is under a restnrinty ftr 
fear of being ill received ; or if he considers -himidf 
as in the presence of those who approve hb be* 
haviour, you see an affectation of that pleasure rm 
through his whole carriage. It is as coiouBoa in 
life, as upon the stage, to behold a man in theSMMl 
indifferent action betray a sense he has of duflg 
what he is about <2^racefully. Some have sndt ta 
immoderate relish for applause, that they expect it 
for things, which in themselves are so frivoloiu^ 
that it is impossible, without this affectation, to 
make them appear worthy either of blame or pFsise. 
There is Will Glare, so passionately intent upon 
being admired, that when you see niin in pablic 
places, every muscle of his face discovers his 
thoughts are fixed upon the consideration of what 
figure he makes. He will often fall into a masiag 
posture, to attract observation; and is then ob- 
truding himself upon the company, when he pre- 
tends to be withdrawn from it. Such little arts are 
the certain and infallible tokens of a superficial 
mind, as the avoiding observation is the sign of a 
gieat and sublime one. It is therefore extremely 
difficult for a man to judge even of his own action^ 
without forming to himself an idea of what he 
should act, were it in his power to execute all his 
desires without the observation of the rest of tht 
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world. There is an allegorical fable in Pl4to> wbicfii 
seems to admonish us, that we are very little ac-" 
quainted with ourselves, while we know our actions 
are to pass the censures of others ; but, had we the 
power to accomplish all our wishes unobserved, we 
should then easily inform ourselves how far we are 
possessed of real and intrinsic virtue. The fable I 
was going to mention is that of Gyges, who is said 
to have had an enchanted ring, which had in it a mi- 
raculous quality, making him who wore it visible or 
invisible, as he turned it to or from his body. The 
use Gy ges made of his occasional invisibility was, by 
the advantage of it, to violate a queen, and murder a 
king. Tully takes notice of this allegory, and says 
very handsomely, " that a man of honour who had 
such a ring would act just in the same manner as he 
would without it." It is indeed no small pitch of 
virtue, under the temptation of impunity^ and the 
hopes of accomplishing all a man desires, not to 
transgTess the rules of justice and virtue; but this is 
rather not being an ill man, than being positively a 
good one ; and it seems wonderful, that so great a 
soul as that of Tully should not form to himself 
a thousand worthy actions, which a virtuous mind 
would be prompted to by the possession of such a 
secret. There are certainly some part of mankind 
who are guardian beings to the other. Sal lust could 
say of Cato, " That he had rather be, than appear 
good ;" but, indeed, this eulogium rose no higher 
than, as I just now hinted, to an inofiensiveness, 
rather than an active virtue. Had it occurred to the 
noble orator to represent, in hid language, the glo- 
rious pleasures of a man secretly employed in bene- 
ficence and generosity, it would certainly have made 
a more charming page than any he has left behind 
him. How might a man, furnished with Gyges's 
secret^ employ it in bringing together aLstant^ 

2g3 
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firiends; laying snares for creating *good->i 
the room of groundless ^Batred; in removibs 
pangs of an unjust jealousy, the shvnesi 
imperfect reconc'diation, and- the r; 

awful lore! Such a one could give o id 
bashful merit, and confusion to QVer<*bi 
pudence« ' * . * 

Certain it is, that secret kindnesse»don6>tb 
kind are as beautiful, as secret "WijilT i 
testable. To be invisibly good^ Is as iBE< 
be invisibly ill, diabolical. • -As dej i 
are apt to say the age we Kve in is^ i 
amongst us men of illostricuft' minds; wiio< 
the pleasures of good actions, t*xcept' tliat oi 
commended for them. There hat)pens; tian 
very worthy instances of a public spirit, oi , 
I am obliged to discover, because -I know noc i 
wise how to obey^ the commands of the bebi 
A citizen of London has given directions t^ 
Rayner, the writing-master of St- Paurs-sc 
educate at his charge ten boys, who skall 
nated by me, in writing and accenttM, 
shall be fit for any trade; I desii^ theifiierm' 
as know any proper objects for reqeivinj^ this i 
to give notice thereof to Mr. MorphefWj ■ . 

Lillie ; and they shall, if properly^ 4^al • 

instructions' accordingly. . : . .; 

Actions of this kind have in thehi sometliioMlD 
transcendent, that it is an injury to apphmd theMb 
and a diminution of that merit which 'Cdtisi^'ill 
shunning our approbation. We shall thel*eibre'mvb 
them to enjoy that glorious obscurity; 'and sIleiMiy 
admire their virtue, who can contemn the mM'dit 
licious of human pleasures, that of receiritt^ dnfr 
pi-aise. Such celestial disposition^ very jo^w ^us« 
pend the discovery of their benefactions, iintii'AM^ 
CQme where their actions cannot be. miuiitei^ralel* 
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I must ^t omit at the same time to look into their 
errors oSi mistakes, that being the readiest way to 
the intended end of adorning and instructing them, 
[t must be acknowledged, that the very inadver- 
tences of this sex are owing to the other; fbr if men 
ivere not flatterers, women could not fall into that ' 
s^eneral cause of all their follies, and our misfortunes, 
;heir love of flattery. Were the commendation of 
;hese agreeable creatures built upon its furoper fonn- 
iation, the higher we raised their opinion of them- 
{elves, the greater would be the advantage to our 
lex; but all the topic of praise is drawn from very 
senseless and extravagant ideas we pretend we have 
)f their beauty and perfection. Thus, when a young 
nan falls in love with a young woman, from that 
noment she is no more Mrs, Alice such-a-one, born 
>f such a father, and educated by such a Brother; 
>ut from the first minute that he casts his eye upon 
)er with desire, he conceives a doubt in his mind, 
vhat heavenly power gave so unexpected a blow to 
in heart that was ever before untouched. But who 
an resist fate and destiny, which are lodged in Mrs* 
ilice's eyes ; after which he desires orders accord* 
ngiy, whether he is to live or die; the smile or frown 
)f his goddess is the only thing.that can now either 
ave or destroy him. By this means, the weli-hu- 
Qoured girl, that would nave romped with bim be^ 
ore she had received this declaration, assumes a 
tate suitable to the majesty her has given her, and 
reats him as the vassal he calU himself. The girl'ff 
ead is immediately turned by having the power of 
ife and death, and takes care to suit every motion 
nd air to her new sovereignty. After he has placed 
imself at this distance, he must never hope to 
ecover his former familiarity, until she has had 
le addresses of another, and found them les» 
ncere. 
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If the application to women were 
the s(ddress of flattery, though it imp 
time an admonition, would be much lu 
succeed. Should a captivated lover, ak 
his mistress know, that her piety to her ) 
gentleness of behaviour, her prudent ea 
respect to her own little afibirs in a Vin < 
had improved the passion which 1 anty 

spired him with, mto so settled ; e 
that of all women breathing he v nei 

though his commending her for quai 
she had as a virgin, would make her u« vu im 
pected from her an answerable condnct id 
racter of a matron; I will answer ibr it^ 
would be carried on with less perplexity. 

Instead of this, the generality of our y< 
men, taking all their notions of life from ga\ 
ings, or letters of love, consider themselvei 
desses, nymphs, and shepherdesses4 

By this romantic sense of .things, all' 
relations and duties of life are -forgotten; lu 
male part of mankind are bred and treated, as ti 
were designed to inhabit the happy fi^ds of 
rather than be wives and mothers in Old 
It is, indeed, long since I had the .ha] .< ni 
Terse familiarly with this sex> and uiei le 
been fearful of falling into the error v n n 
men are very subject to, that of giving ra i 
sentations of the world, from which tnejr oavc 
tired, by imaginary schemes dravin from their i 
reflexions. An old man cannot easily | a j 
tance into the dressing-room of ladies; i 
thought it time well-spent, to turn over m 
and use all my Occult Art, to give my old C 
ring the same force with that of Gyj y 
have lately spoken of. By the help oi t 

unobserved to a friend's house of mi 
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fashion, ayd baubles to perfe€tion. He is 
ly well versed in screws, springs, and 
and deeply read in knives, combs, or scis- 
ttons, or buckles. He is a perfect master 
, which^ uttered with a smooth voluble 
ilow into a most persuasive eloo[aence ; in- 
that I have known a gentleman of dis- 
find several ingenious faults with a toy of 
i show his utmost dislike to it, as being ei- 
iless or ill-contrived; but when the orator/ 
he counter, had harangued upon it for an 
id a half, displayed its hidden beauties, and 
I its secret perfections, he has worjidered how 
been able to spend so great a part of his life 
so important an utensil. I will not pretend 
sh out an inventory of all the valuable com- 
i that are to be found at his shop, 
ball content myself with giving an account 
I think most curious. Imprimis, his pocket- 
ire very neat, and well contrived, not for 
I bank-bills, or goldsmitlis* notes, 1 confess; 
:y are admirable for registering the lodg- 
Madonas, and for preserving letters from 
>f quality. His whips and spurs are so nice, 
sy will make one that buys them ride a fojc- 
;, though before he hated noise and early 
and was afraid of breaking his neck. His 
e curiously fancied, and exquisitely well cut, 
great use to encourage young gentlemen to 
good hand. Ned Puzzle-post has been ill 
Y his writing-master, and writ a sort of a 
;, or downright scrawlian: however, upon 
'ing a seal of my friend, he is so much im« 
by continual writing, that it is believed in a 
me one may be able to read his letters, and 
b his meaning, without guessing. His pistols 
sees are so very good, that they are fit to be 

III. 2 E 
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laid up among the ' fineist china. Then hifl twitim^ 
cases are incomparable: you fihall hare. me M 
much bigger than your finger, with seTentften wbwtd 
instruments in it, all necessary ereiy 'hour of*tibt 
day^ during the whdle course of a man'i life. Brit 
if this Virtuoso excels in one thing ibof€ thaA att^ 
ther, it is in canes.- He has dpent hij^hillfriMt 
hours in the knowledge of them; and is arrHfedtc 
that perfection, that he is able to hold fe^tnM 
canes longer than upon any one subject id the^JhriiriiL 
Indeed, his canes are so finely clouded^ imd' lO'iwril 
made up, either with gold or amber heftdi^ ^tfM I 
am ef the of)inion it is impossible for a gentft^fuaifto 
walk, talk, sit, or stand, as he shooki d<H ^^wftk* 
out one of them. He knows the Taloe of V tw^ 
by knowing the value of the buyer's ea^ate.. 'Br 
Timothy Shallow has two thousand poonds' ptr 
annum, and Tom Empty one. Theyjkyth alaereM 
times bought a cane of Charles; Sir Timoihy't mt' 
ten guineas, and Tom Empty's five. Upon oon- 
paring them, they were penectly alike. Sir Ti- 
mothy, surprised there should be no difiereiioe ia 
the canes, and so much in the price« comes to 
Charles: 'Damn it, Charles,' says he« *^3roQliave 
sold me a cane here for ten pieces, and the Terr 
same to Tom Empty for five.* 'Lord! I%r Tv- 
mothy,* says Charles, ' I am concerned tliat yoo, 
whom I took to understand canes better than aiiy 
baronet in town, should be so overseen! WhVf 
Sir Timothy, your's is a true Jambee, and Ekqaira 
Empty's only a plain Dragon/ 

" This Virtuoso has a parcel of Jamhees noir 
growing in the East-Indies, where he keeps ^ mil 
on purpose to look after them, which will be ill 
finest that ever landed in Great-Britain, and #iB 
be fit to cut about two years hence. Any geirtk* 
roan may subscribe for as many as he pleasefe Sab* 
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icriptions will be taken in at bis shop at ten guineas 
Bftcb joint. They that subscribe for six shall have a 
Dragon gratis. This is all I have to say at present 
concerning Charles's curiosities; and hope it may 
be sufficient to prevail vi^ith you to take him into 
^our consideration^ v^hich if you comply with^ you 
iriU oblige 

" Your humble servant. 

" N. B. Whereas there. came out, last Term, 
leveral gold snuff-boxes, and others : this is to give 
lotice that Charles will put out a new edition on 
Saturday next, which will be t^e only one in fashion 
intil after Easter. The gentleman that gave fifty 
K>unds for the box set with diamonds, may show it 
intil Sunday night, provided he goes to church; 
>ut not after that time, there being one to be 
)ublished ou Monday, which will cost fourscore 
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SheeT'lane, March 8- 

! WAS this afternoon surprised with a visit from my 
lister Jenny, after an absence of some time. JSJhe 
)ad, methought, in her manner and ajr, something 
hat was a little below that ,of women . of the first 
breeding and quality, but at the same; time above the 
Simplicity and familiarity of her l^sual deportment. 
\s soon as she was seated, she -began to talk to me 
»f the odd place I lived in, and begged of me to re«» 
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inoTe out of the lane wbtra I hava been .wlongai]' 
(jnaiDted; "for," said «he, "it doM go spoil une'! 
honet, thftt 1 must beg your patdon if you see tat 
much xeldomer, when I am to make so ureal s jour- 
bey with a iingle pair, and inaka visitfj, aad g«t 
hoBw the mine night" I nudwMbnd her prsiy 
well, but would not; therefore desired her, "to 

Eay off her coach, for I bad a great deal to talk lo 
er." She very pertly told me, " ■.he came in kr 
own chariot," " Why,"" laid I, " i« your husbnnd 
in towu ? and ba> he set up an eqnipcge r" " No," 
answered she, ■' but I have received tive haudred 
pounds by his order ; and his letters wlilcb came at 
the'same time, bad nie want for nothing that \m 
necessary." 

I was heartily concerned at her felly, nhose af- 
faini render her but just able to bear such an ex- 
pence. However, I considered, that, according W 
the Britisti custom of treating women, tliere is do 
other method to be used, in removing any of ihw 
tautts and errors, but conducting- their miodi ftm 
one humour to another, with as much cere<BoayM 
we lead their persons from one place to sootber. I 
therefore dissembled my concern; ajtd in .qiMhr 
pliance with her, as a lady that wastouuliri-lMtMi 
more, I begged of her, alter a short visiti *'to Itt 
me persuade her not to stay out until it wu ]ak^ iir 
fear of catching cold ai she went into. her coack 
in the dampness of the evening." Tbe Diala|Mi\ 
knew well enough I laughed at her; bat tnirikt 
ill pleased with the certainty of her power otdtIw 
husband, who, she knew, would support bertaM^ 
humour he was able, rather than pass tbroa^ W 
torment of an expostulation to gainsay may HtHf 
•he bad a mind to. ■ ,' 

As soon as my fine lady was gon«, 1 wriklh* 
following letter to my brother : - ' 
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" Dear Brother^ 

•« I am at present under very much concern, at 
the splendid appearance I saw my sister make in ait 
equipage, which she has set up in your absence. I 
beg of you not to indulge her in this vanity; and 
desire you to consider, the world is so whimsical, 
that though it will value you for being hapi^, it 
will hate you for appearing so. The possession of 
wisdom and virtue, the only solid distinctions of 
life, is allowed much more easily than that of wealth 
and quality. Besides which, I must intreat you tii 
weigh with yourself, what it is that people aim at 
in setting themselves out to show in gay equipages 
and moderate fortunes? You are not by this means 
a better man than your neighbour is ; but your 
horses are better than his are. And will you suffer 
care and inquietude, to have it said, as you pass by, 
' Those are very pretty punch nags?* Nay, when 
^ou have arrived at this, there area hundred worthlesg 
fellows who are still four horses happier than you 
ire. Remember, dear brother, there is a certain 
modesty in the enjoyment of moderate wealth, 
pvhich to transgress exposes men to the utmost de- 
cision; and as there is nothing but meanness of spl- 
it can move a man to value himself upon what can 
3e purchased with money, so he that shows anam- 
jition that way, and cannot arrive at it, is more em- 
phatically guilty of that meanness. I give you only 

y first thoughts on this occasion ; but shall, as I 
nil a Censor, entertain you in my next with my 
entiments in general upon the subject of equipage ; 
md show, that though there are no sumptuary law^ 
imongst us, reason and good sense are equal fy4>ind- 
ng, and will ever prevail in appointing approbation 
>T dislike in all matters of an indiflerent nature, 
vben they are pursued with ^rnestness. 

Imn, Sir, &c." 
213 
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AcvBitmBMBim.' " , _ 

To all Gentlemen, Ladies, and otharv i£hl|tw^ 

ill m»ft lines. 
These are to give notice, that the proper lime 
of the year for writinn; Pastorals now drawing neari 
tbere^l a stage-coach sHtled from the One-bell in 
the Straiul to Dorchester, which sets out twice b 
week, and passes thruu^h Basingstoke, Sottou, 
Stockbridge, Salisbury, Blaiidford, and bo to Dor- 
chester, oter the fmi;st downs in England, At all 
which places, there are accommodalions of spread- 
ing beeches, bed» of flosvers, turf Heats, and purling 
Btreams, for happy swains; and thunderEtruck oaks, 
and left-handed raveas, to foretell tnisfoitunes to 
those that please to lie wretchud, with all other ne- 
cessaries for pensive passion, , ., i n j 
, Aud for the cooveniency of fuch iwI}qM',vA>i'* 
will not permit thera to leave this town, at tl^ ipwn 
place they may be furnished, Judng .tb^ mhs^ 
with opening buds, flowering, thyma, WKrblug 
birds, sporting lambkins, and foun'taiv Vfater, right 
and good, and bottled on the spot by oiie topf mpn 
on purpose. .•,,:; iy 

N. B. The nymphs and swaiui ara fvviU^jfripk 
ifl understand, that, in those happj; pi' * - 

) far from being troubled with. 



B 



for want of even foxes, a coasiderabla fiifik, 
hounds have been lately forced to eat s,' 

Whereas, on the sixth instant 
several persons of light honour and laciw i__... 
liaving tcikea upon them in the shape :ofjQMi .)|fi 
^ith the voice of the players b^lnqging-ta- Ma 
Powell's company, to call up surgeons At i^dnqjEiW' 
and send physicians to persons in soun^ ilam^wjl 
perfect b^th: this is to certify, that Mr.Poim 
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id locked up the legs of his company for fear of 
ischief that night; and that Mr. Powell will not 
ly for any damages done by the said persons. It is. 
so further advised, that there were no raidwiveji 
anted when those persons called them up in the 
veral parts of Westminster; but that those gen- 
3women who were in the company of the said im- 
>stors, may take care to call such useful pef^ns 

1 the 6th of December next. 

The censor haying, observed, that there are 
ne-wrought ladies* shoes and slippers put out to 
ew at a great shoemaker's shop towards Saint 
imes's end of Pall-mall, which create irregular 
loughts and desires in the youth of this nation ; 
le said shop-keeper is required to take in those 
^e- sores, or show cause the next court-day why 

2 continues to expose the same; and he is re- 
jired to be prepared particularly to answer to the 
ippers with gj-een lace and blue heels. 

It is impossible for me to return the obliging 
nngs Mr. Joshua Barnes has said to me, upon the 
:count of our mutual friend Homer. He and I 
ave read him now forty years with some under- 
anding, and great admiration. A work to be pro- 
need by one who has enjoyed so great an intimacy 
ith an author, is certainly to be valued more than 
ny comment made by persons of yesterday. There-- 
»re, according to my friend JodiUa's request; t re- 
^mmend his work; and, having used ^ little 
lagic in the case, I give this recommendation by 
ay of " Amulet or charm against the malignity 
f envious backbiters, who speak evil of performa- 
nces whereof themselves were never capable." If 
may use my friend Joshua's own words, I shall at 
resent say no more, but that we, Homer^ii oldest 
:quaintance now living, know best his ways; and 
m inform the world, that they are often n^istakea 
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when they think he is in lethargic fiti^ wlhUli wv 
know he was never subject to; and shall taate 
appear to be rank scandal and envy« thai of tlNf 
lAtin poet. 

■ AUqutmdo bonug iormitat H om & mt . , 

HOR. Ab«. PoijFt; fcr.'90L 

Good old Homer sometimet aodi^ 



=8 
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SheeT'lane, March lO. 

In a nation of liberty^ there is hardly m penOQ h 
the whole mass of the people more absolatisly M* 
cessary than a Censor. It is allowed, that l hsMT 
no authority for assuming this important appelhtkNN' 
and that I am Censor of these nations just at onei^ 
chosen king at the game of " Questions aod CoOK 
mands:'' but if, in the execution of tbia fmitM 
tical dignity, I observe upon things which do notiiD' 
within the cognizance of real authority« I bope- it 
will be granted, that an idle man could not be moir 
usefully employed. Among all the irregularitwi af 
which I have taken notice, I know.none sopniptf! 
to be presented to the world by a Censor, at that af 
the general expeuce and affectation in Equipage. * I' 
have lately hinted, that this extravagance miMt ne^ 
cessarily get footing where we have no wompUmrp 
laws, and where every man may be dresaad, M* 
tended, and carried, in what manner he plesNik' 

• • 
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But my tenderness to my fellow-subjects will not 
permit me to let this enormity go unobserved J 

As the matter now stands^ every man takes it in 
[lis head, that he has a liberty to spend his money ad 
ie pleases. Thus, in spite of all order, justice^ 
ind decorum, we, the greater number of the 
)deen's loyal subjects, for no reason in the world 
iiut because we want money, do not share alike in 
;he division of her majesty's high road. The horses 
ind slaves of the rich take up the whole street; 

lilo we Peripatetics are very glad to watch an op- 
portunity to whisk cross a passage, very thankful 
that we are not run over for interrupting the ma- 
chine, that carries in it a person neither more hand- 
tome, wise, or valiant, than the meanest of us.' 
For this reason, were I to propose a tax, it should 
certainly be upon coaches and chairs : for no maii[ 
living can assign a reason, why one man should 
have half a street to carry him at his ease, and per- 
haps only in pursuit of pleasures, when as good a 
man as himself wants room for his own person to 
pass upon the most necessary and urgent occasion. 
Until such an acknowledgement is made to thef 
public, I ishall take upon me to vest certain rights 
in the scavengers of the cities of London and West- 
minster, to take the horses and servants of all such 
as do not become or deserve such distinctions, into 
their peculiar custody. The offenders themselves C 
ihall allow safe conduct to their places of abode in 
the carts of the said scavengers, but their horses 
shall be mounted by their footmen, and sent into 
fche service abroad: and I take this opportiinity, in 
the first place, to recruit the regiment of my good 
old friend the brave and honest Sylvius, that they 
may be as well taught as they are fed. It is to me 
most miraculous, so unreasonable an usurpation, as 
this I am speaking of, should to long have beea to* 
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lerated. We hang a poor fellow for takii 
trifle from us on the roacl> and bear with 
for robbing us of the road itself. Soph a- ta3( as 
would be of great satisfaction to lis who ,i i 
foot; and since the distinction of riding. ii) a 
is not to be appointed according to a maa'a ] 
service to his country^ nor that liberty gives 
ward for some eminent virtue, we shoum ^ » 
contented to see them pay something fDX:\ 
they do us^ in the state they take opOQ tj 
tbey are drawn by u&, i. . 

Until they have made us some reparatioii of t)Bi 
kind^ we the Peripa,tetic8 of Great-Briuid -QIMlMl 
think ourselves well treated^ whil^ every onethitil 
able> is allowed to set up an equipage* . . « .. . 

As for my part, 1 cannot but admire how.p^iBqi^ 
conscious to themselves of no manner of supctrifliritf 
above others, can out of mere pride or iaaiiieaiSB* 
pose themselves at this rate to (Hiblic YieWjc woi frti 
us all upon pronouncing those . three terriUo -ok 
lables, " Who is that ?" When it cornea to tW 
question, our method is, to consider tbe.iniepMi 
air of the passenger, and comforjl; ourselves ibf bSJM 
dirty to the ancles, by laughing at hi|:fi|p^ 
appearance who overlooks us. I mu8tC0QW|^:.WIEDi 
it not for the solid injustice of the things UnM' 11 
nothing could afford a discerning eye grealerJOO' 
casion for mirth> than this licentious. nqddle of qv*- 
lities and characters in the equipages about .tin 
town. The overseers of the highways and oot* 
fitables have so little skill or power to rectify tlw 
matter, that you may oflen. see the equipage of H 
fellow, whom all the town knows to desenre. hwC* 
ing, make a stop that shall interrupt the J^rd h^ffk 
chancellor and all the judges in their way |q Wfi^ 
minster. 
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For the betteir understanding of things and person^ 

this general (ionfusion^ I have given directions td 

I the coach-makers and coach-painters in town, to 

ing me in lists of their several customers; and 

idbi not, but with comparing the orders of eacli 

VlA, in the placing his arms on the door of hit 

not; as >¥ell as the words, devices, -'and cyphm 

oe fixed upon them, to make a collection whicK 

W let us into' the nature, if not the history, of 

ankind, more usefully than the curiosities of any 

edalist in Europe. 

But this evil of vanity in our figure, with many 
hers, proceeds from a certain gaiety of heart, 
hich has crept into men's very thoughts and com- 
iexions. The passions and adventures of IArofs«' 
hen they enter the list for the tournament in ro* 
lances, are not more easily distinguishable by their 
alfreys and their armour, than the secret springs 
nd affections of the. several pretenders to show 
nH)ngst us are known by their equipages in ordi«' 
ary life. The young bridegroom with his gilded, 
lupids and winged Angels, has some excuse in tha 
>y of his heart to launch out into something that 
lay be signi&cant of his present happiness. But \o 
ee men, for no reason upon earth but that they ara 
ich, ascend triumphant chariots, and ride through 
le people, has at tlte bottom nothing else in it but 
n insolent transport, arising only from the dis- 
inction of fortune. 

It is therefore high time that I call in such coaches 
s are iu their embellishments improper for the cha- 
acter of their owners.. But if I find I am not 
beyed herein, and that I cannot pull down thosa 
qui pages already ^ected, I, shaft take upon me to 
irevent the growth of this evil for the future, by 
nquiring into the pretensions of the persons^ who 
hall hereafter attempt u» milte Mblk tatrWi witk 
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ornaments and decorations of their owtL- 1 
inent. If a man, who believed he had the 
pomest leg in thiA kingdom, should take a 
adorn so deserving a limb with a blue | 
would justly be punished for ofiending i 
Most Noble Order; and, I think, the ^ 
stitution of equipage and retinue is as < i 

all distinction, as the impertinence ot one 
permitted, would certainly be to that i 
fraternity, 

ADVERTlSEMENt. 

*^(.* The Censor having lately reeeiTed 
gence, that the ancient simplicity in the d 
manners of that part of this island called bo 
begins to decay; and that there are at this ti 
the good town of Edinburgh, Beaux, Fi 
Coxcombs; his late correspondent from that | 
is desired to send up their names and d 
with all expedition, that they may be pmoo 
against accordingly, and proper officers 
take in their canes, snuff-boxes, and all ot 
less necessaries commonly worn by such o 
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